Sen Diego, California

April twenty-ninth
mnateen nineteen

To the Panamo-Pacific Internstionnl Exposition Commission
of the State of Califoruia ~
Hom. William De Stephens, Governor of Califormia
Hona Mztt I. Sullivem, President of the Commissiom
Eomn, Commissioners Chester Rowell, liarshall Stimson,
and Arthur Arh'kt‘
Gentlemens

April 1st, 1911, the State legislature created 2 State Commission of the
Pameme~Colifornia Exposition of Sem Diego, Califormic, and eppropristed $50,000
for prepering plens snd constructing the foundations of the building to be erce-
ted at the Pamemo-Celifornie Exposition in Balboa Park. ‘

Governor Hirem L. Jolmson soon after appointed the following Commissicners:
Thomas 0'Halloran, Ml Wilde, and George V., lMarston. In Ny lr. Wilde resigmed
snd Governor Johnson sppointed Bassell C. Allen to take his place. The Commis-
sion was them orgemized by tho election of George V. lerston as chalymem apnd
Thomss 0'Helloren as seoretary. From that time until now the Commission has
remaingd unchonged in offices and persommel.

At & later date the State sppropriated £200,000 more for the California
Building in San Diego wmd the preosent Comnission selmowledges the roceipt of &
total of {250,000 from the State of Califormia.

In July, 19138, the Commission seeepted the bid of the Wurster Construetion
Company for the construction of the main port of the Califormia Building. This
_hid wos (1243,552.50, but it did not imelude srchitoets fees, $15,341.63, ser-

vices of inspector, $1,445.00. services of clerk, {8593.38, plastering, $8,820,00,



mmﬁmllmw such s testing cement, legal services, etec.

The final cost of the structure was §275,000, there having been advemeced
by the San Diego Exposition amd Perk Board the sum of {25,000,

In view of this adveomce by the citizens of Sen Diego smd the incompleteness
of the building, our Stote Iegislature appropristed in Jammery, 1916, the sum
of 50,000 out of the Pemome~Pagific Intermatiomsl Exposition fund "for the pur-
pose of the completion, mainteonense sad yepair of the Califormias State Building
at the PomemeColiformic Intermational Exposition at Ssm Diego." (Semate Bill
Wmiber 7, Jaxmery 5, 1916.) By amother cot (Semate Bill Number 5, Jammery 5,
1916), the Pomome-Pacific Intermational Exposition Commission of the Stote of
California was muthorized to coccopt amd receive from the Penama-Pocific Inter-
mtionai W#ﬂm&mﬂwwmwwmﬁtah of Califeornia from
the holding ﬁf the Panama-Pagific Intermational Exposition,

Therefore, the Poneme-~Californis Exposition Comm!ssiomers of Sam Dieso beg
nmummm&hwmmumn:ums,ﬂmmmt
request that you will use your good offices to secure the $50,000 that is due
to San Diego and thet you will deposit the same with the State Trecsurer accorde
ing to the Act of Jammary &, 1916.

It is of great importamce thet this money should be in our hends this yesr,
end your stiention iz specielly directed to the first and second parsgraphs of
mnimwmu'shtmgamzm,:mwmuum The
building is evidently in demger of consldersbls injwry if not protected very soon.

To be specific, the followinz work is necessary:

Groding amd concrete work sbout the base of the structure to
protect the fowndatioms and kesp out water,

thmmmammmm Rain water actually
comos through the solid conerete omd has badly disfigured the
coiling,




Repair of momy injuries from herd use during the Exposition.
Painting or tinting of ceilings ami walls, Original funds were

ingufficient for proper interior decorative trestment, emd
conseguently the mein room hes mmism‘wa
Hoating plent sufficiemt for the whole Califormis qusdrangle.
Twe thirds or more of the oxpense properly dus from the
California Building fund.
The cbove improvements will cost spproximately $25,000. The ‘bslmst of
the fand misht well be spemt on needed interior decoration, but if proper maine
tenance is considered only 2 part{ of the money cem be so0 spplied.
The question muy arise in your minds, why should mot the people of Sen
Diego advance the sum of $$50,000 and wait for thelr reimburscment until the
finemcisl affeirs of the P. Pe I. E. Co. are completely ready for closing. Our
angwer is that Som Diego has an onormous burden in toking care of the other
buildinge loft om Balbos Perk by the Exposition. They have been occeupied for
twe years by United States Haval recruits but are mow again in the hands of the
Park Commissiomers. It is proposed te establish inm this group of choice build~
ings o civic contor of the soecial, edusationsl, amd srtistic life of our eity.
Libraries, art golleries, scientific collections, will be established here under
the care of such socistios as the San Diego Masoum Association, the Natursl His-
tory Society, =md the Art Guild. Imsicel snd dramatic societies will also have
their halls in the same buildings. Heving memy treasures left by the Exposition,
the eity has alveady mode o fine beginming in this enterprise. The initial cost
is lorge ond the maintemance will be continmouse by we not oxpect of our friends
in the north their esrliest possible assistamce in comploting the Califormia
Building which is the crowaing structure of this whole architeectural group?
The chairmon of the San Diego Commission has recently had personal interviews
with Hon. latt I. Sulliven of your Commission amd with President Charles C. loore
and attorney Max I. HKuhl of the P. Pu 1. Bs Co., emd it is by the suggostion of



sll three of these gentlomen that this statement is prepared. Juige Sullivem
kaamem times, both by letter smd word, sssured us that your Commissiocn
would expedite the settlement if it were possible. Ibsars. libore and ‘uhl also
expressed tholr interest in hoving cn odjustment os soen =s possible. 'e loern
from them that the P. "« I. E. Co» hos considersble cash amd property cm hond
and thet money has alresdy been advanced to the San Fremelseo State Formal
Sehool, joint perticinent with owr Exposition in the State sppropriation. If
the funds held by the P. Py I, Es Co. are messureably in ecxgess of valid elaims
againgt the Bxposition, the Sen Diego Commission feel that thoir clsim for =
present settlemont is just amd reasonsble.

In seying this we express only moderately the deep fecling in the minds of
our people in their earmcst desirs that the promised aid from the State moy now
be reslized, after these throe long yeers of weiting.

Te appreciate the fact thaot the Panamn-Pacific Internatiomnal Fxposition
wmmmmmmmmrmtmgmr this momey to your
Commission until the leost dollar of pending elaims is disposed of, but this
might tale such = lemzth of time that the value of the State of California ap-
propriation would be practieally lost to the present gemeration. hat we ask
of you, smontlemen, is ﬂxe favor of your united influenee to induce the Liposi-
tion Compamy to tuke stoek of thelr cssets end lisbilities and to decide the
matter upon brosd diserimineting smd just considerations. Ve do not expect them
to csoume fineneicl risks but we hope their view of the possible contingencies
will not be merrvowly taoken. oy we not urge you, as & Commission, to present
onr appeal in the sume spirit of friemdly intercst smd full eppreciation that
your cheirmen, Judse Sulliven, has shorm toward our ¢sse in personal eonferences?

With this we hamd you some deseriptive papers smd pietures. The sdmirsble
article, "The Celifornia (madrangle”, was writtem by 'r. Bdgsr L. Hewett, DNiree-

tor of the Sem Diego Imseunm, Direetor of the Imseum of New lexieo, znd o leading




authority in Amerieen resesrch litersture, Sem Diege is very fortumate im
having such on ominent sciemtist and oducstor ot the head of the oultursl se-
tivition that center in Balboa Park. A reading of his paper gives am insight
to the noble uses which the Califormia Building may serve.

Our Exposition in Sam Diego was sug}%t in size, compared to the srect ome
in Son Fremeiseo, but by tho gemerosity of the State 1t happily built a splondid
permonent monmment to the great Exposition poried in Califormia. It scoms to
us thet a1l Csliformiams, in the Northland es well as the Scuthland, shomld have
pride in this superb building, undoubtedly the finest exsmple of Spanish Colomial
architecture in the United States. Therefore the San Diego cm!mgsimra_arc
eonfidently asking the cooperation of the Commissioners of the Northemm Ixposi-
tion in this effort to secure mn early complotion of the Califormis Building and
to maintain it in the digmity that its beauty and historieal s#gﬁiﬁm amply
justify.

With sreat respect, we remain, gentlemen,

Yours very truly,




