ORE MEILtNa

10th August,. 1911.

Mr. Bertram G. Goodhue,

. Santa Barbdbara, Cal.

 My dear Mr. Goodhue: :

. B I heve received your letter of the
~3rd inst;nt. I em exceedingly sorry if my way of putting
ﬁhinsﬁ'in discussion with you as to matters of design in
conneution with tha Panama*balifornia kxposition has been
diaagreeable to you. I oan assure you without reserva-
tion that nothing is furthar from my desire than to have
'My remarks produoq_that result. 'I have the greateat re-.
epect for your ability as an ardhitect and the highest :
‘regard for your peraonality and 1t is my wish to be per=-

feotly frank and cordial and sympathetic with your idess
‘ nd_wiaheg.- I'make suggeationa,&nd criticiegs_priqarily;
':frém d'sense of dutj £oward my employérh, but aiao in
 : the hope that what I have to sdy may occasionally be ‘

of- aasistanco to you. Our work must necesaarily he intiﬂ

natoly related ~and 80 cloaely knittad together at pl&cea
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‘more strongly upon you and perhaps even in some cases of

_::of park developmant.

Goodhue - <. : i 2D

that it is alfiost if not quite 1mboaaible to clearly define
the boundary between our respective spheres and I hope that
you do not feel that such a boundary is of any practical

consequence, HSome of my suggestions are necessarily of en
aesthetic character, while others are based upon pvaotieal

reagsons. In some casea they may be of such importance

in the development of Balboa Park that I must,in the dis-

‘charge of my duty toward the Park Uommissioners, urée them

a

.d&fference of opinion bring them to the Park UomnisaiOn
_for decision. T hope, however, that this will seldon be

‘necess ary .

At presont I have accepted your modifiaations

Vof ‘my plan insa genaral way by tolegraphing Mr. Marston
to that effact,-bqt in 401ng so I felt obliged to call
attention to what I cannot ayoid regerding as defects in
your scheme ihioh are of such a nature that they should

-‘properly be daoidod by the Park Uommissioners as matters

o)
LY

By far the'nost 1mportant of these quostions

'-,15 that of the orosaing of Ypanish Canyon to Mbaa Viscaino.

It was my qnggestion, aubJeot to approval by the Gity

1Engineer or whoever will be responuible for the main
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features of the emergency rasefvoir, more especially as
regar&s the elevation of the surface of the water, that
the dam should be moved far enough down the Uanyon to be-
come useful as a support for the driveway &nd walks to 7
connect the main group of Exposition buildinga with the
buildings and other-Expoaition features of e temporary
character which itimay‘ba later detarmined to place
upon Mesa Viscaino. This suggestion yoﬁ acdepteqjin
your plan and worked out very nicely. The arrangemeqp
-} seems to be all that could be desired as & connection
-~ between the main group of Exposition buildings and Mesa
Viscaino. It is aiso satisfactory from the point of
view of park @eﬁign. It does not, however, at all
qofvé‘haa_rtaaonahly direct cbnneotion between the Date
_ Street entrance and the drives on Usbrillo Hill and the
. Plaza Musica. 'Oons;aqréﬁ as an approaoﬁ*frqm Dﬁte Street
entrence to the Ualifornia Btate Building end Art Museum
'(whioh areitho pormanénﬁ buildinga to be provided with
-__auitabla access 1n the pormanent dotolopment of the park)
1t would, pessing around the head of a branch ravine on
 the north side of Bp&niah_Uanyon ag shown on.your re—
‘-iin;on Ofroﬁr plan, al;;yg appear fory‘dwiwardiy_dir—_f

_cuitous and unrpasongble. _Hlad,'oonéidarad*aa a ﬁattor_'



Goodhue - 4,

p
of park de;ign, es & portion of a circuit drive in the park
after the Exposition it is simii&rly dwiiard and objection-
able, so much so that I think it weculd be always felt to be
a case of bad park planning. I therefore stated to Mr.
Marston thgt in my opinion, as a matter of park deaign; it
is essential thut ther; should be a bridge across the 8pan-
ish Oanyon at or near the northeast end of Onbrillo bfidge.
| ¥ have not studied out grades in detail dut my thought is
thé% the two bridges should have their ends 80 oloso tosofh- ‘
pr‘that they can be conpeated by a piece of rataining “wall
80 a3 to become in gen§r51 effect & connected architectural
dgaignng.hﬁpa-the drive from the southeast end of this

- Bpanish bridge 8o located oan be carried to the Plaza and

' the drive east of it pasaing aouth of the California State

-_ building without exoasqivgly stoep grade. -Such a oonneot-
iing df;ve seems to me very essential for park development
| and aiio for5§p;e§aqnab11'direot and convenient approach
to tho Art i : '_. Hugeum and Ualirornia State,
:'nuilding aa*parnanent huildinga and to the mein group of
;'ExPOlition buildingn. 2 ; should think that you wonld be
.1n611n¢d to a,grae with me- in this muttor, but B | d:t.d. not
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have time to correspond with you about it before calling it‘
to hr. Marston's attention, ~I had no idea of seeking to
have you gverfuled in the matter ;1thout adequate discussion
but Mr. Dawson had prémised the committee that I would announce
my choice between the two‘plans vefore a certain date.- '

: This question brings up two others: First, to

{1nd the money for this Bpéniah bridge; second; td‘aak you
-to modify your design for the group of buildings in such
a ray as to provide for a sultable drive from €§§u§¥¥3g94to
the Oalifornia State Building. In other words, the drive
'#s I imegine it without having studied it definitoly,’would a
neoqssitata_sppaiating the bﬁilding which you have marked
Funiyad'staiea-Géyeénﬁant Building® from the permanent
buildinga-aufriciontly'to provide a gap through which the
"drivo can paan. As an altdrnative it would conceivably be
possible to carry the drive eaat and west along the south
_aide‘or the site which you. have marked_'opvernmont Build=-
.inga;bﬁt I am inclined to ﬁhink-you'hight consider that
Ftho driég’iauld theﬁ be too far from the front door”ef

. ‘the California State Building and Art unseum. but if you

—think not and decidedly y&efer that alternativo I think -
- I can agree to 1t, although 1t would 1nvolve = ahange 1n
ypu: das;gngfa: huildinga.on eqoh.sige of_tha;Blgza Largn;
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1n_arder-£o carry this drive straight across to the drive
east of Plaza. |

-I have considered &s en alternative the location
of the SBpanish bridge neerly as shown on plan 53-B, but T
have not drawn it out yet and am‘ not prepared to say wheth—-
er it will be better o} worse than haviné the bdbridge start o=
;ear the northeast end of Oabrillo bridge. - My predilectidn
fhowovor 13 decidedly in favor of the 1atter site, as the
brﬂdgo would be some 151¥L;¥510war and not any longer ie
a8’ "long, and would make a better architeatural ‘grouping
with the Uabrillo Bridée, and would be one-third more dis-
tant from the dam ~ The comparativa nearness or the upper
aite for the bridge to the dam I feel to he a deoided Ob=-
'Jgotion to 4t. - In—tha upper site the bridge would be about
640 feet from the dam, while the lower sité would be some
8403 ' Besides that 1t-would at the lower site be located
ossonﬁially at tha Junation of the Bpanish Uanyon with
fﬂlbrillo uanyon ol shas oovored with vinas will f:ama
. ‘1n the east gide of Cabrillo Uanyon along the general
_. 1-.1na of ‘the top of the atoep ps.rt of the bIYff, thus
sﬂding to the affeet of nontinuity and doopnoss 1n babrillo
: canyon and 2t the scme time lengthoning the view up the
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Spanish Canyon toward thghggmn.a, mﬁking what is left of
the Cenyon appear much longer and maich more worth_wh;le.

I have other less 1ﬁpo£tant eriticisms to maeke
on your plan, but I may sey that if after full consider-
ation you'oannot agree with my ideas I shall not feel it
necessary, axoapt'in one case, to bring them up to the
qcmmitﬁeplfor_deoision between us.

This one ocase is & matter of park desién and T
g dd nbt'abe h;i it can be of vital'impﬁrtance to you as a
matter of aroh&toctural deaign. It is that the existing
' drive La Gloriota at the north end of El Rodeo should be
‘eontinued acrous the Plaza Large to a juncétion with the
exiatins park drive which goee on down to the 18th Btreet
L'entranoeu T® might bo poeuible of. course, es & matter
of park déve;oinﬂnt. to ppit this o?qsa drirg:during
the Exposition and add it aitefiardé,-but $he oange or
aubsedupnt g@ﬁinistrationa'attendingsto this matter is such
afsmalllonb that I th1nk:the-prebent ﬁark oommisaioﬂ should
i oertainly attend to. 1&, To got this cross drive will neo-'

"_essitate ainply the moving of tha Adminiatratidn Building

a. little further north and other consoquent slight adjust-
) mnnta of the Outllnes of buildtnul, eto Inoidentally,_
i may say ﬁhat I think thia oroaa drivo is really necesaary

for practioal reasons. during the Expoaition, as & neans
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of intercommunicaetion by vehicles, especially for cir-
-culation of fire-fighting apparatus. :
| I have no decided quection to the omission of
the circle &t the east end of the straight portion of El
Cemino Real aﬁd to the prdjeotion southward of & wing of
one o the” temporary Expoaitiqn buildings east of the
Plgza.Extorno!- if you think that is treating'tho‘approadh
from what is now the most'p0puious portibn of the Uity
with due aesthotic consideration. 1
It has always.seemed'to mé that it would be a
good ides to hava the building west of Plaza Eiterno with
.1ts east and west axis on the center line of Cedar Btrlgt
(' 'xtanded y)and I still think it would be pmfera.bfcht}lz have
‘;t qnly’a few yards away from that line, as you show on
yduy ﬁlah, eeﬁoéially as it would fit the topography better.
To move this huilding aoma 40 feot south would reduce the
-apaee botweon the north nide of the sidewalk of El Uamino
Roal and the building from about 1ao feé% aho'n on your
'plan)to SO faet. but it aeoma to me that 80 feet would be
'.a nufficient distanca-from the street.
| It u&oma to me it would. bo vory desirablo to

~ extend iheybui}dingAnortp of E1 Uamino Real;andrvest of
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Plaza Externo sufficiently far ;eat to h##o some important
architectural feature on the south fuqada(and possibly
' located

also on the sky line)on the center line of 13th Htreet.
(extended ) and also of course opposite the center of the
‘cirole. even though it is not proposed Lo have eny an=—
trance to the building from this circle. Thoss ahanges
._'wouid intolvo; I think, & change of-floorllével in the
' l;ng_ﬁuilding'or else a separation of the idng.huilding
| into tﬁo_bﬁiiﬁ;ng;;,One'uolbe symmegficéll& relatéd to the. circle.
' Aiﬁo, it thiﬁ buildf%g is moved gsouth es I suugest you 2 -
fmag,dédm'if'ﬂioesuari tO'rdduca thé size-of‘tha builiding
‘due west of the circle, or you mey think best to unite
'the sopnrated building north of the circla with that
uost of it huving architeotural features ‘in each case
prop&rly ralated to tre center of the cirole. _

' Another matter I think you ought to give fur-
‘ther considgration to is whether it is adviaanle to '
h&vo a building approximataly BSO-feet 1ong with its longth
-slong the. eaat nide of thecriaza Larga, the di’fioulty
'boing that es tha grade of tha arcado is. 3.3 per ent

‘tharo would ho A riaa of ovor 12 feet ‘in thaflength of

-
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the building and still more to the center of the drive at

the north end of the building, This I should think would
meke it rather awkward to connect thé floor at or near the

asouth end witth the arcade peving. At the came time your

plan loavés e congsiderahle blank gpaco between this duilde-

ing and the drive east of it, which of c¢course js very nice
from & ldnduoapa point of view; bhut is net vefy_essential
-1n th&t regaxrd, while it seemﬁﬁto lose an opportunity for
‘fbroadaning end shortening the building. You understand
this ia not 8 suggostion that I ‘urge upon you, I simply
-;thought 1t possible that in the haste of preparing the
 sketch you had not porh&ps given full study to these. con—_
Tsiderations.- = b
7' Ano her point of design is, I think, important,
_'vet not one which I shouwld think it necessary to esk the
'oommiytqo to pess upon. It i& the excaasive height which

,vdur plan calls‘?cv in the w&llﬂ'of tbs "alifornia Build~- -

ing and Lrt Mas sum bolew ‘the floor level. I think it is
fa capital 1da§’of yours to have the walls of theae build#

; 1nga doaaond down inteo the Uanyon te BOmB axtent, as it

e adda +o their mass and 1nd1vidua11t5 and piotureaquenesa._

s I,eimply quastion whethar you'have not gona to en excesn

: 1n this idos. Tho Oanyon 1; only 80 feet deop belaw tho

4
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floor level of these buildings. If the walle in question

axre varticél they will be from KO to 45 feet high at places
| snd i{ they are battered slightly tbe& wi1l probebly be 5
feet highér. Now it sooms Lo me Lhat to descend 50 feet
dewn intc & canyon which is only 80 feet duép would look &ll
out of preporticn and would net strike mont peépla as boing
rengonsbly necepsary. I thdnk from the landscape point of wiew:
the Cenyeon in its relelion te the buildines ; dam, ﬂtc. would
icck a great deal better if your walle “o not extand, inolud-
1ng batter, to mo“a then 20 or 25 feet Helam the floor 16701.

-

‘I propose, iz_yeu s0e no ohjection, to extend the

Jakéjeasﬁ ef thc circle close.up ugainnﬁ the drive and walk
fo* longer distence from the mircle than is ahrwn on the
plana sent ne. '

" One - othe; }oint 0f architectural design I Tear
7 i.ehdll hevo ‘c trouol~ 1nu wi*h {het iﬂ,-;hethe: it is
'ﬁbp better te enlu ge tFo Pla 213 Muaaca avu+nward even if
fpu &#é;unwiiiigg to eﬂlargﬂ'it cc““esdvndinn}g cast and
ﬁesf ibﬁggeﬁ'it sdué&e. ”he ;u:;n== 0% thio Pnluv~dment_
'fnot boﬂng to mﬂka it'ly.gé; glthcav! I think ts‘t wauld

'he a very cood thing, but 1o throw tre ardeds uﬂ@Jnst
i : - b - . -+

-



Goddhue = 12.
4

‘the two buildinéa south of Plaze Musica and throw the east
and west drive into Plazatlnﬁiaa. It strikes me that it
might appear to some people & weak_dasign to hgva one
drive south and one drive north of thgigrgﬁdaﬁwhen the ar-
cade in general is ohviously éntended as an attachment:
pﬁild%ngs and not merqu as'a-cqver-to a walk; You will
remenber that I arranged the arcade in this manner on
4 hy firgt sketeh and I cannot help feéling that in re-
ﬁucin§~§hs size of the Plaza and mekihmg it correspond
-axactlyfwith the fegade of the -Uslifornia Building fou
'hava intfcduéedaa peouliarity'of désirn which is not al-
vtobether reanonab]e and attractive in appearance. .If
~you will: give fbis mattexr fair consideration and irf you
'than decide agafnst 1T will say nothing more about it,
as . iu is muoh mnre distinotly an architeotural than a
1andacapa or p&rk queation.l

‘ I foar we‘are go ng to have more trouhles of
design vher ye como to reduce the cost of exaouting the.
‘plan to the —Qdueed amount now spocified by the committee,

but & o need not take up thia - matter upon tnis oocaaion aa

1t will be better to delay 1t until we have sgreed upon mo

ifications of plan 53-0 and ‘have had an aatimata made for ,

N

the proposed reriued plan.-

Ibura very trulY.

d=-
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