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Ma.rston 2. 

-
favor o~ the central site • In general, I · took the groiuid 

that while there were some advantages in the cen~ral site 

from the Exposition point -of-vi ew, there are also very ' 

materi~l advantages in the nouthern site from the Exposi-

tion point-of-view, both as rogards the p0!Lsibility of . . , 
ca rrying i7. mtt for thQ nmount of money likely to be n-

'rs,:Ua'blc f.nd a200 because it would be expected to bring 

in more receipts by gate admissions a.nd cencoseiono, ee

p"cially <iln ing the e-vening. 

r ", tt".t.ed thr.t. I h o.d been infot'T.1ed by one who 

kn~p.. th~~ the great~r pa.rt o~ t h e P3pulation of 8an 

Di(')t~(!' . 1 ;t . • , e s south !:'.ncl southee.st of the pa.rk than 

o;;-est Imd north (Jf it. While he said thnt y/(l.S so, he 
. . 

said it would not renain 00 morn than u. few yoars. It 

seoms to me thl::.t .he e.n(t Sef'ton ancl Fra.nk Allen and va.r ious· 

oUlers ·ar', ' diojJoeed to 19nore to s1:)me extent t he d ise.dve.n-. \. 
t.e.ge of moving the Nxposition from the sout.h bqr'det' to 

the middle of the park~ a3 reBa.rdo the population south of 

.thp park. 

I explcined to him .that ~ . Goodhue's plan for 

the r:iirhtle site \'18.13. to e grea:t e~tent, s uch a plan as 
. ' , 

." 
the stu~ff..'1tz at the E'cole dee J'lcIlU .. "t Arts i n Pa.rls :::'6 

6.~ou~omed to ,me'·.e . onp~Pl3!,. with ' littlt>\ or no reforonc"e 

to e. ~Oiling p1.cture~que s,:te., .. Tha.t. a.ort :of pJ,an i s lll.~ 

ly the result· ,of ·work ing on the . dra.wing-boarCi ', t.n~ Wh~ 

,/ 
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Harston - 3. 

-
iL.ha.s_ ad~te.ge6-~1'0m the- e.~e-thatic pOint=Qf-riew., n-

is not acknowledged to bo hy all artists thp. most desira

,bIe way of working. . Very much more tnt e ree t il'1g and .pic

turesque ·results are often attained by working in care-

ful adapts.tion to s. roug}:l, irregular site. I pointed' 

this out to Gol. Gollier and explained to 1m how very 

~tch more pictureaque from many points of .view and from 

among the buildings the group would be in the southern 

site •. 

One of his ob.icctions 'Ras t1.e laok of ".lpace f or 

the p.xpe.n!l ion cf the Exposition, '!.hich he anticipr<.t es . 

owing to ths much larger appropriations which he thinks 

can be ~xpected by :Brazil a.nd other Lati.n-Ame't'ioa.n r ·e-

. publics. I pointed out tha.t my pla.n, *V9n without oross

in's tlle Spanish Uanyon, made large proYi::3ion f0 t: t heEie . 

'republics and for the t'I.¥ or seven etates and the seven 
. . . 

Ol1lifcrnie. counties which he said wculd build. in OOn-

nection .with the' EXp.0sition, and tho,t by moving tho dam . '. . 

.a little' ,further down the oanyon. the mesa north of the 

' . ~ ca.nyon. could be made very oonyertiently available even 

. if ' no ' bl'1dge qa.n , be a.f,forded. I showed him that by ex

tendi~g up Midland '~r1ve and taking in . the nursery ground· 

.and . pa;rt of the' g~lf . ~round 8.lmOs't any area of land needed' 

could · be brought s.O that .its .fr-ontage a.t least would ~ 
o.on;;'eniently aoc.e)3s1ble ··and little if any ftu"ther t~ , 

,.t . 

• 



... 

" 
Ha.rston 4. " -
some portions of the ground would be i f'! the', case 

of t he nite in the middle ~f the park. He ,repeated Prank 

Allen'\! argumont about the expensive grading inoident to 

the southern site. and I told him that with ny latest pla~ 

tha total estimate for gradjng, 1n~lud ing the approach fro 

~ate St. entr~nce, ~Cs 85.000 Qubic yards fill and about 

55.000 yar.ds cut. an<l thi.1t by r~d,uc:ing the 1'111 tl.ntl in-
' ~~n figures . ' 

c reas i.ne the cut, by a i1/rple I.:h <.Il~ea ~ 0:(" el ovat ~ on tha gro.d-

ing wov.lti be pra·ctil.!e.l~y half V/a..v tetween these t.70 :f'1-

gurea, but e'Ven allow 1niC- fJ. big ma..t'l::in Inr extene ions of 
, ~ 

t'he plt',n the total (!Oat fOl' gL'a.d:l.nr!: It!~ide f,'orn. the item 

of top!3cil, would b!' only S'50,OOO or g60.000, Ilnu ·that 

e"Ter. if i;he grading e.t the centrl:>l. site wt'rl'l lmlf t\IJ 

muo}l, the l:lsvinf, "'as not ~u<)h e. large one tha'!,: .i t oUp',ht 

co~siderod ' ~ a oonolueiY6 ar~tment 
9 ~ • • 

, , 

th(f Bxposi:tior; to tit ", central position 

in the 'park. tll el"e~by ruining t.he !itl .. rK ane;' neoess i tating , 

the el,'Qctr1·c ra11wuy e.nd th~ bridge 0"6r Gabr1110 I;anyon. , . 
. 

. I explained to .h1.ll! l? that acoording to our fairly 

careful est'1me.te a.nd my ple.n l'lo . 3, leaving out all the 
,.r , 

• 
w.e ' 

br1~ges" were still .oV(\~ 
. 

tW'O million dolla.rs. not includ-

1ng I!II.l.lntenarroe" aT:lrl ' ma.lcilJol! no 'allowance for the item of' 

, " / 
.. , 



Marston - 5. 

-
_.~ __ -pu~li~i~Y and-roim1n1atration expenses; and ~ was sure that 

there oould be no possible saving in oonneotio'n with the 
, 

middle site that 'iV,ould anywhere near balanoe the add;i.tion- '" 

al cost of the neoessary bridge. He said the bridge would 
~ 

b~ necessary f or the southern site as well. I &ckn~lledged 

tha.t it would certainly 1)e better to hays it, but in CB.SS 

tl .... ey cou ld not ~et the monoyn1'or it they oould get the 
, ' 

S per cebt d l'i'7e dcmn f::-om the lJs.te ~t. entrrulce, which 

\~''-..IJ.d, Il.f:t'ord a short Cl" c.nd more convenient. a.pproach 'from 

sHe 11: ,th o;;' shculd never I-i~t the J:1on",y fOl" the bridg~. 
~ 

money c ould be raieed for 1;118 conGtr',~otion of the t\:x:p osi-

t ion it woul d be impossible to CSl'l'y out the mid.dle site 

satis1'aotorily, wh ile it ,{oulu. be Possible to c~rry out 

the southe rn nitA s£.tis:t\t.ctor.ilY. To' tro.t he rp,plied 
, . 

tr.nt he W8.1.i g oing to get. t.h e (!1t y to vl'l t e more money. 

but I qu estion whetll,e r t. }~ 0 other :!Jrincips.l men of t.he Ex

j;> o;; i 'tiorl -w111 feel that ' it is 8. ~iGe polj.cy to adopt t.he 
, . ~ 

more expensive mi(ld l !'l site ' in, tIt e hope that they can' later 

ge't 't~IE' City t;'o vot 9 B.!Iother bonO. h9ue fo):' the br i dge 
.. , 

6.nd othe r expensive fee.turea. 
" , / 

.. ' 

, " 

/ ' 
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. !tp..rst en - 6. -
You will notice on Mr . ~oo4hue's plin for the 

middle site t11l.J.t there is n great deal more p-l'cade than , 

on his plnn for the southern site. rhnt is a very expen

sive item. say ~lO ]Jer lineal foot ,. !lEI we estimated for 

my plan No.3. 

Col. Oollier ~~id it was neeesQ~ry to determine 

th~ :;;i'Ct'l nt onoe beoause of the ground b:..-eaki.na ceremonies. 

It. aoelUfl to m!) thut H 1111).1 be a very poor policy ' to deter-
. " 

., r::.inc on 
• • 

the mic!.rHe site ,r ithout nny thorough DIana and e8-

lin d 
~ 

w:l t. r.out any ecl~quate ~su.ranne that the Rnil-
. 

y'c,. Oompany VIi 11 be w:l111nJ to bu ild the rc.il .. /('-Y, anlt w:tth-

n:~t Itn -,w:l nr, 'l71:t1 1'e t.ho money is to C01':l9 from f ot' th e ,bridge 

cross t 1-,13 can~ on. I d o not cae. h ow bllsinasa men could 

afford to nct in that hasty wny on s uch an important ·mntter . 
\ 

It seems to me t hat it ""ould be f a r better to he,ve the ground . , 

bronking ceremoni ns on the southsrn zlte and , ! do not see 

,tha t any 'great he..rn-•. ~t7lll be done even if' the site should b'e 

s~b3squently ·changC'd. P..a t h e result of further planninR a nd 
\J 

est1rlat'ing . 

001 . (Jollier. aaid ' that t he majority of t h e oom-

mit~e~ "were , in fa.,6~ of changing to t h .e J:liddle ,QUe. ' Tha t 
. . \;.'., . , . 

. may . be. sO. bUt I. think that· a. fftfl strong men on the committee 
. , 
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Marston - 7 • . -., 

• 
ShOULd look into the mattp.r carofuLly and make sure of 

all their re.8Sons for going, counter to my advioe and for 

almost rUining the park · to gain a moderate advantage of 
- in grading " 

,econoMYAand con~enience of construotion and of intercom-

munication in what in to be u temporary affair. 

It seemn t ·o me tha.t the Auditorium and Art Build-

l ~~g in Goodhue's pl~ for the middl~ site would be most 

extraordinarily inconveniently situated and would not , 
begin to do t he business in tho wny of drawing an audience, 

~ 

partiC'Ularly. nt night, that they ?'oul.d if s1tuate'd close 

to the border of the park and lighted streetS. 

As regards tlw eleotric railway , u.0l. · lJoJ.11er 

said . it \'7c.s bound to coroe whichever site was adopted, 

a~d you wil.l see th3t l.!r . Goodhue has shoVln it on his 
, \ 

plans for both sites, as the r esult of .~ol. (;ollier's 

interview with him. I point (j ,t out ~o {;ol. lJollier that 

during my .early conferences with Frank Allen, before he 
. . 

h~ come .out with his Laurel l:ltre~t, aite. he ar~ed with 
. ~ ., 

me 1!~1r'1st t ho possibility that the RailroadlJompany 
. . . . . 

would, for many year~ ~t .any l'a.te .• f ind it J;~of'1t8.ble 

, or even expedient to b1~lld ~he raHway thrOLlt~tI:c park. 
r 
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Mo.rnton - 8 . 

He said he know ' 0. 'good neal about the ra.ilwB.~ business and 

that he was sure it would be very bad ,judgment on the part 

of the manager of the' railway to build and run suoh a rail

road. I think that matter i3 a very important one and 

ought to be thoroughly discussed with Ur. ~preckles and 

with h is railroad ad'lisers befo''re t he comm1ttee change to 

the, middle site on the assumption that ttuch a ra'llwa.y will 

" be built. As reg~rds the expensc of the railroad, Col . 
- I 

Collier said it ought not to coa-t over ~13,OOO a mile or 

$20,000 at the outside . I told him that might 'well ,be 

so in the case of his railroad to Ocean PeaCh but that if 

the work were properly planned, with due regard to the least 

pOs'sib1e in,1ury to the park, 

would ' 'coat Ilearer ~lO9-.~OO a 

I felt very little doubt it 

mile, Bes1deo the interea t 

on that in'Testment, the railroad would ha~e to 3upply extra 

oars,working 'oap1~tal. additional power plant, taxes, etc. 

t pointed out that the construotion would h8.'1o to include 
. ~ 

se,veral bridges and two or three masonry aub\l'8.Ys, e.nd pro-
" . / ' 

'Tide a grea.t. deal of. retaf~ing wall and ocreehing walla. ~ 

besides much rock' ,e~cav.e.t1oni· toPsOil to ,cover elopes, . 
> 

" r , 
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.Marston - 9. ' . -

fencing, planting, Bhe~ters at stopping plaoes t etc. The 
• 

Park Oommissioners certainly ought to insist that ' the drivel 

and walks whioh will eventually be neoded should be carried ' 

under or over the ruilway by suitable,and durable conatruc-

tion~. I am unable to take Col. Gollier's optimistic . 

view as t o the certainty that the Hailway UOt:lpany would 

build this railway a.nd in the manner ind ioa.terl. 

It 'is perhaps not for me to d~sugree with 001. 

Collier as to tho possibility /01' getting a. large additional 

awn of money to be spent by the Pa.rk (Jommission, but from 

what I know of the feeling of some thoughtful citizens, . 

I am inolined to , think tho general opinion would be that 

it is unwise to go in for a very muoh more extensive and 

eX'pensive, 'plan than tVe ha.~e ple.nn (}d at the southern s1te 

and which we ' have estimated 'can be carr i ed out for 
\ 

$ 2,078,OOO 'making ,no,allowance for publicity-and admin1s-
, , 

, trati(m e~pensQs. 

I also painted out thut the middle site has Great 

advnnt8.Ges 1n t he way of beautiful park surround1nf\s, but 

thnt it ~B most ass'ti redlY far '1n1e rj,or to the southern site, 

ns' regarrle a J:lea.r artd imposing, view of the oity and of. the 

,.t , 
~ 
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!iarston 10. 

harbor. and that it seemed to me it was of ,the great~st 

importance that an exposition intended to call attention to 

the city and harbor should have the views which would give ' 

the strongest impression of th ese f eatures. I think no 

candid person can go to the spur south of the ~panish Uanyon 

and about 1300 feet north oi the High School and study the , 
views from there without being impressed by the superiority 

~ 4 
of this site from the ~tandpoint of advertising San Diego. 

~ 

001. Collie r objected to the~Auditorium being 

so far from th,e proposed Oamino Heal in the southern site 

.' " and the anticipated street car line th,ere as it is shown ,on 

Mr .. , Goodhue I s plan. I told him I agre ed with him t hat from 

t he ' practical pOint the Auditorium ought t o be on t h.e front 
\ 

rov; where f fir,st planned it'. but that I ha.d conceded t he 

matter to Mr. Goodhue in order to avoid having too many 

,pOints of 'dispute 'with h:!.m. I should not. of course, ob

ject if the Uommittee sr.o~ld instruct Mr. Goodhu e ,(in 
" ~ 

case 'that site 1s adopted )to 'pla c e t he Auditorium and 

pro'bably 'also, the ,'Art , Museum, do~ by the Uamino Real and 

eas,t of tlie Plaz~ ' Large. .. 
/ 

/ ' 



:Marston 11. -
l' 

. I also differ with Mr. Goodhue as respects the 

size and type of building which should be erected for the 

Auditorium. In ny opinion, wha.t the people of ~an Diego 

have been expecting and ought to have is. a le,rge c~mven

tion ha~l seating from 5,000 to 10,000 persons and adapted 
, , 

to use for special exh1bitions like the automobile show 

and for other purposes ~equir1ng a large hall with a leve~ 

floor . ' It seelT1S to me quite unnecessary tiat it s h ould be 

wholly fireproof or provided with a d ome or designed as 
• J 

~ 

a great ~rchltectural monument. bhatever the objections 

may be to Mr. Goodhue's site fo~ the Aud itorium in his 

. plan "F·, it seems to me the s1mil·ar objections would be 

deoidedly greater as regards convenience a nd accessibility 

fn tlie case of his site in his plan ME~ and in his ' pian ~G·. 
, \' 

I think, :on. the wh ole, the ea.siest wa.y out of this question 

would be to el1mina.t e th.e Aud itorium ant irely. ,1' feel 

' the.t the llark money whloh\ vould. go into it 0 uld be muoh bet-

ter~used for the . per~ent good of th~~ park in drives, pl~n

tat ions an d, othe r ll,l-ndscape improvements. 

.. 
I 
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Marston 12. 
' , 

• 
Ool. Collier , asked if I had de cided to eliminate 

Spanish 0anyon garden. 
, 

t he I said I had not ~~d that the 
-study of the estimate had proved it was ne cessary to omit 

the expensive masonry rete.inJ,ng walls, 'basins, stairwa.ys, 

terraces, balustrades. pergolas, etc., but that we could 

!'18ke the oanyon ve,y attractive and interesting as a ga,r-
, 

den at comparatively trif ling expense f or 'ordinary walks 

, a~d for planting, and tllat I had assumed in my ,estimate 4 
• 

~ 

that This would be (lone by the landscape gardening force .. .- ,- ... ......... '.-.. . 
,-

, from tima to time as opportunity should serve. 

There are of course many argume nts to be dis

auased bearing upon the question of t h e site, but it 

shou:l.d always be kept in mind tha t the weighty and con-

c:lusive a.rgument aga inst the mi,cidle 
" ' 

it wou'ld be the practical: ruiriation 

site i\ s,olelythat 

of the park and 

that whatever advantag es it may have; it would be in the 
, 

" ' 

nature ' of a breaoh of trust for the park Commission to 

,fl,dopt S1,l~ ,a site contrary to t h e carefully f ~l'lI1ed ,~d 
, 

absolutely' 'settled opinion of the1r l andscape advisor, . -. . 

and in the face of the fac.t that a pian has been' ~o'rked 



lfarston -
• 
out and carefully estimated for a site in the horders of 

the pt.lok which would reElult in a.n entj.rely successfu'l. ex-

position a.nd one I¥hic:h "ould ha"le more indi"l1dua11ty e.nd 

picturesque ' qua.lities, owing to the con~1guration ~he 

ground, than 12 poesible on the fle.t grcund in the middle -
of the park. 

Yours "lery tl~ly. 

, 
'. 

\ 
. ~ 

-. 

• 
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