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e att l e , June 1"4, 1911. 

. I was ve~y elad tc get your letter yesterday giving.me 
the news about the .exp osition work, etc. I gave Mr. Olm~ted 

- y our messa~e about Gill's address and he telegraphed to Gl11 
last night Uwhen he would be at the Auditorium Annex ~ . I al~o 

read with interest what ,you had to say about the polltlca l Slt -
uation in San Diego. 

Your ioea, of having the Exposition in the middle of the 
Park I think isa wrong one. It sound a s if you had accepted 
all the pleas and a r gUTIents of Allen an d var iOUS other people 
who have no regard for park design. The mat t e r of cross roads 
and trolle;jT lin e s through · t 'he park is not 'nea rly as objectj"on
able as the introduction of public buil dings . Mr. Olmsted has 
said very little about the r n ilroad and doesn '"t care to 'say any
thing even now, beca use ~f he.a9rees ~o a .r ailroa~, nhy .that is 
a point in favor . of the exposltlon belng ln the mldd le of the 
Par k . . As long as I c an rem()mber and from nIl that I have read, 

., . 

t 18 Olms t e d-"s have neVf' r favore ·~ public buildings in q,. park p.nd ' 
have fought vig orously a ga i ns t their i ntroduction whenler it 
~as possible f o r them to ~ o s o' There are , of cour se , severa l 
inst an.ces wher e these puhlic buildings occupy ground in parks , 
tha t should be used for [la rk purposes', such as in Central .1:'ark, 
Buffalo" Park, and oevera l others. In. most ' instances, when these 
buildings were put in parks, it was just a grab by the promoters 
of the buildings, whether it was an Itr t museum or a J,ibr,ary, to 
get the land for , nothing and to give the, buildings a magnificent 
setting and surrounding of l anisc ape rega~dless of the butchery 

that it caused' the 'park. In other words , I felr, and. I know 
that Mr. Olmsted s~rongly feels, that the introduction of the 
bu;i..ldings into the Park would permanently injure the' value and 
beauty of the Park and disturb the prinCiples of the Park • 

. ' You must re'alize ', and, of course, Goodhue and Allen do not .r ,realize, that a park is )lot' created to ba;Ja frame fo r a lot of 
public ,buil dings, no matter how beautiful they might be. rt is 

. 'cre ate d for tlle purpos~ of g iving recreation and pleasure and 
peace t.o the ,publ ic who, in or.der to get their rest Rnd happiness 
must find a pl~cewhich' is '.quiet an d ',p eaceful , a nd as far f om ' 
the th?ue ht of such fe ature~ O'f civiliza tion as possible~ You 
DOW 'J?l.g~ty we'l~ t hat I'~hen you , find yOurself in the cOlmtry or in 
the fle~.ds, ·or, ln portiOnS of. parks., or any s uch place where you 
a -:e enhrely , l3u~rounded bY ' ?nly: n~tural fe a turef? such as trees 

. ,:t,leld. s , etc .:.. . tnat :(o,!- ObtalD a rEl s t ,of mind that, you ca n f;V.n 
under no oth·. r cond ltJ,on. The>:.e ,a e in IJlY ·mind thousands a a 
t 'ho,usands of people .living about in .cities who hav'El' 'nevel" 
t a<>t e,d. such r ,ec eat ion simply beca use ' t 'hey have not had' the 0']>
p.oJ:.tum ty Rnd have been f o.rced to .li ve in view' of a ll sort's of 
stl'u ctllr:s, tr~11ey cars:nnd no i-BY streets , and ,theconti-nuous 

r 



B 
- 2 -

s1:[)h t of -gr eat- --mg-ss~es-o-:f [wol'-]:-e-. -: -

. It is extremely difficult to .. offer this to ~the j)~bliC ev~n 
in a public park , simply because it is so hard to ~n~l!· ely . shut 
out from view the structures outside of the park .11~ltS and 

.within the park as well, and when they act~a~~y . . introduce these . 
s tructures within the bounfis of the park , It IS ~retty d---
hopeless . This is the reason why we are so anxIOUS, a nd FKt. 
Olmsted has fought so hard to keep this expositiO~. at " the sOlth 
end of the Park , which is next to the popu1. ';lte(l dlStl'lCt and 
vlhich will permit the buildings t hat are bUIlt for perma nency 
to eventually become a part of the city and not a part of the 
Park . ' In other words , my f ee ling is that the north end of 
the buildings built on the exposition will and should eventually 
be the south en o of Ba lboa Park . " 

I do not feel t hat the eX 00sition in the vicinity of t~e 
H:i£h School will c ause any gre at di s turbance t o' the pupils dur-
irig the construction or the expositi on period . During the con-
struction period it ",ould have no more effect on t 'hem than any 
big p iece of work about the city; most of the work will be 
north of them p,nd far enough away not to di sturb the.m after the 
novel ty of the thing has \'lorn off. Then " during the expo si tioD, 
a s so on as they get used to seeing a lot of peopl e in the vicin
ity, I don 't think they will be aisturbed any more than they 
we're at the'University of Washington at Seattle . Of course you 
will say that the University at Seattle closed before the expos 
ition opened,b~t before the exposition opened many of the atudents 
actual ly used bui lldings wi thin " the grounds , such a,s in the Admin

. . istration Bui lding ; for over n year the Treasurer's office was 
used for l aw ~lasses and as soon as the auditorium was built, it 
was . used .contlnuously by the stUdents . 

El Rode o is far enoueh off not t o ca use any UJlu sual disturb
anc e .other · than to have the tendency . to attr ac t the studen ts go
i~g and coming from school • . ~ ~nd beyond that, even if it did 
~Isturb them to ' conSiderable extent for a \7hole year" I think 
It wo~ld be mU?h bett~r to break up their studie$"for one year 
than It would . oe to dlstur~ permanentlY a public recreation park 
that wou ld be llsed by ManY. times more people than the e are 
stude'nts . . 

1 hope the .ab?ve, ex'prees ions of ,iliW views wil l be convincing 
to you of t .he · dme Import ant pr i nC iple - that public buildings or 
buildings of Hny s~rt other than are ne cessary for the actual / 
acco,mmoda ti?n of p<lople visj ting . the· parks , have no right to be 
.p l aced wi thin the park ·bound ·wies ·.~· 'Such men as Allen and Good
hue i;ho arf'l ooking at this at t er from their own selfish point 

r of v,lew ! inll , prabab.ly .never re~, lize ' th,is principle because they 
are enhr. e17 Ign orlint.of p~rk design and as tb its principles . 

I Some ' time it ·woul<i. be inte.'restinB to yo~ to read 'Ir~m
sted s repor~ 0ll Pllb1ic building s in 'pa rks written to the oa rd 
of' Pa"k CO!:l!!lISSloners . ·at Atlanta , . Ga . . . . 

Yonrs 
, , , 
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