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> ; : Seattle, June 14, 1911. .

Dear Herold:- i
}I was very glad to get your letter yesterday giving me
the news about the exposition work, ete. I gave IlIr. Clmsted
yonur ,eﬂsape about Gill's address and he telegrwnheé to Gill
last night when he would be st the Aunditorium Annex._
I glso read with intercst what you had %o say about the
politicsl situation in Sen Diego.. : _ :
Youridea of having the Eiposition in the mfdale of tﬁe
Park I think is a. wrong one. It sounds as if you had accept-
ed all the pleas and arguments of Allen and various other
people who have no regard for park deunpn._ The matter of cross—
roads and trolley lines fthrough the Park is not nearly as objeet-
.ionable as the 1nt:oduct1on of publiec buildings. Ir. Olmsted
has said>véry Iiftie gbout the raflroad and doesn;t caré to say
aﬁything even-n,o:.,v, 'be‘cause if he ﬂgrees to a railroad , why that
is _a'_-pbint in Pavor. of the: Aetposltion being in the piakie of the
Parkrl ‘As long. as I ean remenber and from all that I have 7
read the Olmsted's have never favored nubﬂic brildings in a park
“and havu'_ovﬂnt vicorouqu aga:not tleir 1ntroﬁuction whenever

: iﬂ ﬂas 90°sible Lo“ hem to do 80¢ - There are, of course, sever-

al 1n"tances where these nublic buildings occupy ground in parks,

that should oe used for par& ourposes auch E:13 in Central Pa;://ﬂ/N

Buffalo Pnrk and several others. f In most instances when t
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) huildings.ﬁere put in parks it was just a grab,by the promoters

of the buildings,whether it was an Art Museum or a Library, to . .

v
get the land for nothing and to give the buildings =2 magn nif 1cent~ N

'setting and surrounding of landscape regardless of thecbutchery

that it caused the park. In other words, I feel ,and I ¥mow

that Mr. Olmsted strongly feels,that the introduction of the

buildings into the Bark would pqrmanently'injpre the value and
beauty of the Park -and disturb. the princples of the Park.

You must reaslize,and,of course,Goodhue and Allen do not real-
ize,that a park is not created to be a framé'for a lot of public
bﬁildingﬁ, no matter how beawtifui they might bf' It is:.created

for the purpose of giving recreation and pleasure and peace to

the publiec who, {n order to get their rest and happiness,must

find a place which is quiet and peaceful and as far from the

-thought: of such features of civilization as possible. You lmow
‘mighty well that when you find yourself in the country or in the

- fields or in portions of parlks or any such place where you are
= A
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éntirely‘sﬁrrbﬁndeﬁ'by onlyg naturel -features, such as trees, fields,
ete, that you obtain a res t of mind thel you can find.under no

othpr con\1t1on9." There are  in my mind thousands and thouhands

t~0f neople ]1v1rg about 1n c1L100 who have pﬁvﬂ” tas ted such re-

v

creataon 51mp1y oecause they Have not had the opportunity and
have been.forced-to live -in . view of all sorts of structures,-trol—

1ey cars, and noisy streets and thL contﬂnuous 51pht of preat maqa-

feo of peoplo.,;f

e i extremelj dif ficult Lo ofier tnws to tha public eve

1r a publlc p(rk °1mply becaume it is .80 hard to entlrelv shut

=
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'qut_from view the‘structu:es outsade,qf the paykzlimlts.and-wzth-
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in the park &s well and when they actualiy intrcﬂucélthgse
structuges within the bounds of the'park, it ‘is prettyrd---:
hopeless.  This is the reason why we are so anxious and:Mr.
Olmsted hes fought so hard to keep this exposition at the south
énd of the Park, which is‘next to the populated district and
which will permit the buildings tnai are oui}t for permanency to
eventually become a part of the eity and not a part of the
Park. In other words,my feeling is that the north end of the
buildings built onﬁhe exposition will end should eventually be
the south end of_ﬁhe Balboa Park. | :

I do nnt‘feel that the exposition in the viginity of the
High School will cause any great disturbance to the nupils dur-
ing the construction or the exposition period: During the con-
struction period it gould have no more. efféct on them than &ﬁy S
'blg plece of Worx about the city; most of the work will be nofth'
of theg-and farenough eway not to disturd them-after the novelty
6£ thé thiﬁg has worn off, Then, during the exposition; das
soon as ‘they pét uqed'to Seoing a lot of neonle in the vicinity
I don't thjnk they will be dlsturbed any more than they were at’
the Unlversitv of Ja5n1ngion at ueatule. 0f course you will say
”\$Hat the pnlvers;ty_at Seattle closed befoTé the exposition open-
ued; buf béfore.the exppsition oﬁenéd, mény of the stndents actﬁal~
.1y used bﬁildinés;within‘thé'groﬁnﬁs, such as in’ the &dﬁinistratiohA
Buifﬁing,'fbr‘ovér a yéér tho'“negéure?{s office wnS‘uEed.for ;
law classes and as soon as the.&uditpfiﬁm ﬁﬁs builﬁ, it was used .
1continuously by the students.  . . - | j.

LB Rodeo is. far enouvn off not/?o Clqu an; unusual d1sturb-
:ﬂnce otner~fnan to ‘have. Lne tendency to attract 'h? -tudonts going

and. coming from school. : ’nd beyond that even if it 14 disturb

-
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the students to considerable éxtent for a whole year, I think
_"itﬁwould;ba much better to break up theirmétu&{ééwaE”6h5A§€5;WNW_
than it Wduld be to disturb permanently‘a-puﬁlzé'récréaticn
park that would De usedrby'magy times more people than.thorefare
students.. - -
I hope thelabove expressions of my views will be convinciﬁg '
to yoﬁ of the one important principle - that public buildings
or buildings of any sort other than are necessary for the actual
accomﬁodation of .people visiting the parks, ha%e‘no right to be
placed within the park bouﬁdarieé. Such men as Allen &nd Good-
hue who are looking at this matter from their own selfish point
of view, will prebably never reslize this prinqiple beeause tﬁo&
are entirgly ignorant of park désign and as to i%é 6rincip1es.
Some time. it wnnid be interesting %o you-to read Mr. Olm=-
sted's report on public buildings in parks written to the Boﬁ;d
of Park Commissioners at Atlanta, Georéba.

Yours truly,
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