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Seattle , June 14, 1911. 

Dea.r Harold': -

I was very blad to get your letter yesterday givin/) me 

the news a.bout the exposition "Iork, etc. I cave r:r. Olmstei1 

your message about Gill's adilress anCl he tele E;r n"[lhed to Gill 

las t night v('lon he ',vould be at the Auditorium Annex. 

I also read wi.th i nte::- ,st what you had to say about the 

po l. itical situation in SF.!! Dioeo. 

You~idea of havin/) the SY.Dosition in the nfClale of the 

Parle I think i3 0.. W 'ona one, It " sounas as .if you had R.ccept-

ed all the pleas and nrgu],!lents of Allen and v R.r ious other 

peop~e who have no rcgnrd for park design', . The matter of cross 

roads and trolley lines throueh the Park is not nearly as object-

.io:q.abl.e a!? the intro·duction 0': puolic buildings. :11". Olmsted 

has said ve::-y little about the rai'lroad 'urd doesn ' t care to say 

ar.ything even now, because if he ~crrees to a railroad. \vhy that 

is B. point in favor of thc ' eXj1.osHion being i~ the IDidcUe of the 

?ark . . As long as I can eDe~ber and 
, r- , 

from all that I have 
<:l . , r o'ad , the O.lmsted·' S have never favored llub'lic bllildinp,'s in a park 

. ant'. have ~ought 'v ie-orous.lyagajnst t'leir ;introduction whenever 
. . 

,vas poss ibl e .:or . hem to do so . '. There are, of conrse, ' sever-
r . . . • 

al instanc,es whe,e these 'p-q,blic b ildines occupy ground in parks. 

.. ' 

t hat . should b~ used ~or pard;. purP'O~E'!~s: ,6~Ch as. in ·C.entral Park, /"' 

, Bu~falo Park and several o.thers. In lDOE,t instances, 'l'Ihen tIuls'e 

.y ,"'" 
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buildings, were put :in parks it was just a g:ra~ by ' the promoters 

of the bllildings ,whether it ',vas an Art Ifuseum or a Library, to . 

• get the land for nothing an d to g i ve the builDin gs · a ,maen i .J. ic'ent , 
- , 

s et ting and sur!'onnning of l 'lll dscape regardless of the . butchcTY 

thaf it caused the park~ In other 1flords, I feel, and ! ' '!rnow 

that 1,[r. Olmsted strongly fe e l s ,that the introduction of the 

build ings into the !In.rk wou ld pArl:m.nently inj;l'!' e the value nnd 

be auty 0_ the Park, and disturb the !Jrincpl es of the Park . 

You must r ell.l ize, and , of course ,G oodhue a nd Allen do not real-

ize,that a park l S not crea ted to be a frame for n lot of pub lic 
, 

b,uildings, rio !!latter hoVi bea'ltifui they might be. • It is '. created 

for the purpose of giving recreat ion and pl easure and peace to . ~ 

the publ ic whQ , in order to get t he ir rest and happiness,mus t 

f i nn Ii place l~lhich is quiet and peac~ful and a s far from the 

thtn.ight ' of such f e ntures of c i v ilizat ion a s poss ible ., You know 

' mighty well that when y ou find y onr Gelf in ,thc country 0'" in the 

fi 'elds or' ,in por tion s of p.,,..ks or "'ny s uch pl a ce where YOll are , 

'entirely surroU1}ded by only: naturJ.I ' featl1l~es . such a s t rees, fi e lds, 

etc, that you obt a in a rest of mind that you can f ind. Un de r no 

other .conJiti ons • There ar e "'in my mintl. thou sands and thousands 

.. rf :!:le opl e l iving abo~t in cities who ha,'c ~eve tasted suclr r e-
o , 

creat ion 's imply because they have' not h f,n the opportun ity and 

have been ,force d- to live ,in ,vie,', of a ll s orts of structures , ·trol -.. 
ley: cars. and, no:i By street s Hn c1 the :continuou s sil)ht of great mass- ' 

'es of peo~l ~" ' 

It is ex;tremely. d'ifiicult to .. o'ff.er t'his ,to the pubUc e~ 
ir a public pn:-k sinp'ly because ,it i s'.s~ hardt,o entirely shut .. ~ 

V"'~ 

out 'from yiew the st~u'ctur:es outs'.i rl e of the park limit s ani! \"/ith-
r ' 
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in the park ' a s well and when they actua l11 introtluce th~se 

structll:~es v!ithin the bounds of the park, it is pretty d----

hopeless. This is the reason why we are so anxiouB And Ir. 

Olmsted hilS i ,ought so hard to ke ~p this exposit1.on at the south . ' 

end of the P rk, \7hi cl:J. is next to the populated ili. trict and 

vlh ich will permit t he buildings tha ~ are bujyt for 'Permanency t e 

eventually bccome n part o~ the city und not a part of the 

Park r In other words,my feel ine i ~ t , at the no th end of the 

buildings built on~ile exposition will and shoul d eventually be 

the south end of the Balboa ?ark. 

I do ]lot feel that the exp sition in the v1.q.inity of t·he 

High School will cause any grea t distur9ance to the nupils dur-
~ 

,ing the constr~1ction or the expos ition period. During the c~m-

str.~c~ion pe riod i1!liUl<l ,lave no 

big piece of work about the city; 

more. effect on them than any 

most o£ the 170 ;c l"Iil1 b e north 

of them and farenough away not to dis turb them after the novelty 

of the thjng has worn oif . Then , during 
\ 

t'18 exposition; as 
, . , 

soo~ as they get ~sed to seeing a lot of peopl e in the v~cinity 

I don't thjnk they , will be ,d lsturbed any more than tMy were a t ' 

the Univl3rsi ty of :;!~sh 1n.gton ' at' seutUe . Of C01IT Re y ou Vlill say 

'·:$}iat the University at Seat,Ue' clo ne (\ befor~ the exp osit' on open-
'. , \ 

,ed ; but before the exposition opened , many of the flt'ldents actual­

ly used huildings.:. ';Ti thin the" g_ ann .s , such ' as in tlle ..... <1l":11 nis t ration . , ' 

"suilil ing , !"'or ov,er a year, t he Tr.easUrer ' ,8 pffi c e was Ui'~ d for 

1 8:"1 , classfls , ano ~'as soon as the Audi t()rium ,ms 

cOhtinuOl1sly by the student~ • 

. ~l ' Hodeo is , far enourih oLE not to ' ca~se 
,V':"' 

built, it '7as used 

, / 
any unusual il'is'turb ,-

"nce otb8r~tha:n to have the ten en'cy to a ttrac t, t~ stud,cnts go ing 

and, coming fro'm school. And "beyond t'lat ', even if j.t aia 'diS1!urb 

.. ' 
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the students to considerable extent for a whole year .. I think 
-~ 

--H~wo-uld-be;lll1lctrire-t1;gr to breaK up theirs Ludies for one year 
~ ~ 

than it would be to disturb permanent l y 'a publ i c recreation 

p'ark ~at woul d be use d by many J;.i-,TJle s mo'!'"e people t:nan thore are 

stUdents . , 

I hope the above expressi oris of my views will be convincing 

t~ you of the one important prinC i ple - that publ ic buildings 

or buildings of any sort other tha n a re necessary for the a ctua l 

a cco~modation of ,pe ople visitinB the parks , have no right to be 

placed wit h--in the park bonndar ie" . Such men as Allen o.nd Cood-

hne \'/ho arc l ookil)g at t his t:!latter from their own selfish (Joint 

of vie'~ , ','ifll probably ne Vf'r re?lize this prtneiplfl bocause t .oy , ' 

are entirC'ly ignorant of pRr'{ desiffn ~ma as to its principle:::; . 
, , 

Some time it \'Tonld be intel"esting to you .... t o read ~;r . Ol!:l-

sted's report 'on public buildines in parks written to the Bo ard 

of ':?nr~ Comr.l issioners at At lanta , Georfflba . 

Yours truly, 

- ' 
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