
Mr. James F. Dawson, 

?~ Washington Annex, 

Seattle, Vlash. 

My dear Dawson,-

May l6th.19ll. 

I have just openl}d a letter from the of fice con­

taining several enclosures, which I have looked over and am send- · 

ing on as there s eems to be nothing needing attention immediately. 
v<. 0 I note one of the letters is pers onal to you from B~rh,e, which I 

therefore have not read. 

If you get an Encyclopaedia Britannica I shall be glad 

to read that, however. 

Satur day, as I think I wrote you, we bought. the- best 

of Miss Sessions' Phoenix, about 60 plants, the large size~ only, 

in order to make sur e t hat Los :u-:geles di d not buy t hem. 
• 

After 
,/ 

our ~f i end h8.(1.. arri ved I f ound in conversat i on 'yU h hi m t hat they 

were 'hunting for Cocos plumoSa, ~hich Miss Sessions did not make 

us any bid on at the .timeshe offered all her palms. The Cocos 
J' • 

seem to b~ very scar.ce.. Do you pl an t c use r!!any of tbem? If you 
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have any idea of getti~g Miss Sessions you will have to act quickly; 

a s. I remember i t , however , you once wr o'te me that the oues she ha d 

were t oo l ar ge f or us t o attempt to move them. 

The order f or , the paper flower pot s has at ' last c,ome ' 

t hrough, but they were lost for some time en route. This gi~es us . 

10003" ,500 4" e,nd 500 5". Their prices a re f.o.b. c ars, San 

Diego. Compared with the pric e of flo~ver p.ots f .o. b . car s Los 

Angeles t :t.ese paper pot s are. 65% of t he e l ay pots, f re i ght being 

extra f or t hEi cl1:.i.Y , pot s. Whe n figur i ng the cost 'of frej,Eht also it 
. 11A-4 f-. 

paper pots c ost V~t 50 % of p O,ttery pots. This does not makes t he 

seem to me a ve ry good bar gain a s t he paper pots ha ve so many objec­

tions . Donald says t hey check t he gr owth of t he pl ants a s s oon as th4 

r oots reach t he side of the pot. 

Laurie Cox tells me t bat J eps on, whose little book 
. 

III£ ree13 of CaJ.iiornia" vIe have, h8,s n ow publ ished a "Sil va of California 

for $10.00, which is very fine i nfreed. Can you look it up in Los 

Angeles or sha.ll I go ahe ad. ancl oreler a c opy fo r u s? I t h ink it will 

be a ~ood' i dea f or us ito ha ve it if it is as good a s Cox describei. , 

East er n nurser i es were shorJG on the Calluna vul ga ris. They 
/ 

s ent only 300 instead of 500 , and no Ca r mi ne p illar r os es. I t hought 

t hey had a l a r ge' suppl y of Calluna. 

You will be inte:re s ted to know y~t t he, Expre s s ch~rges 

f or one box f rom. 'Holiiste~ here weye onl y t28 . 56 , wei ght 336#, and on 

t wo boxes weighing 324 & 90#. t he to tal was ~739 . 52. 
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I have a note of yours under date of April 9th. "Buy 

from Biltmore or elsewhere large quantity of Prunus car,oliniana". 

I have done nothing ~n regard to , this. I have, however. bought from 

the Coronado Nursery 1500 Catalina, cherries, Prunus integrifolia.; 

also I have just purchased from the California. Nursery Company un~er 

dat e of May 3rd. 2000 Prunus ilioifolia., which have just recently 

been ,transplanted. i nto 4" pots and which they are going to hOld 

until well established before shi pp i mg. These ITere all called for 

on our North Border 'plant ing and are needed to complete that. I am 

reierring to the il1cif olia. The Prunus integri£o~ia we boueht for 

3rj each, including the 2 1/2" pot, and thought this sU,ch a good pur­

chase that we have taken them into the nursery to sellout of, the 

nursery later for future Park planting. Montarioso Nsy . , has fine lot of 
P . Caroliniana . ~ ~ ~ CfO"'U. Cl ~ " 

ACACIA SALIGNA SEED. -

Under your date of January 20th: I have never ordered. 

Shall I do so, say 1/41? 

ABELlA RUPESTRIS ; 

We have none of t~~s unless D9nals secured cuttings 

ye st'erday • Benard has s ome he wanted to sell you • 
• 

You nl}ght _see , 

som~ "O :i1 your way down. 

~hoen~ stricta: 

I understand this is the :very rapid gro~ one ~hich 

Benard is propagating ~ one speeime'n of whioh is oz;. f ifth street. We 

all admire it and wi'sh \ve could use it. You might f i nd s ome other 



J.F.D. 4. 

NurB e ryr.l~n :ii th this on your way down' here . 

DRACA.ENA: 

Both Mr. Olmsted ~nd Mr. Allen hope we can get some of 

this of the type that grows quite tall with a single trunk, say 10' 

LEUC ADENDR ON ARGENTEUM: 

Walter offer s seed of this. · It is a good drought 

resister from Anst r alia I t hi:nk ( a ' very s ilvery fo1iage. Perhaps 

you can ' look OU~G for s ome on :,"ol1r way down and see if it is attractive. ( 

100 seeds f or ~~1.50. 

CUPRESSUS ARIZQNICA: 

Wulter offers seed at $1.50 per pound. Do you want us 

. 
ACE~GUN:OO var. CALIFORJ,Il'ICA: 

There are three or f our specimens of this in Cabrillo 

Ca~on under Mr. Marston's house . , I think it is very attractive. . , , .. ' 
Rope you w.ill watch 'for it on your w~y down and see if yOU like it 

when i t grous large. I 
" 

CALLAS: 

We have not. done a~lYtllipg except to collect ' some whenever 

offered. Santa BarbE!.ra gave us a !)rice of: • 
GIANTB~OO: 

We now have lOO' Qanes. 



. .. 
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BAMBUSA STRIATA: 

We have 24 big clumps wh~ch we have divided and will 

make us a supply of 100 or more. 

We nee d to finish the North Border planting approximatel 

the fo llow~ng of t hings t hat we are not going to grow ourselves or 

collect: Pittosporum phllyraeoides 140; Eucalyptus fic1f~lia 250,­

Benard prWmises t o ·sell us seed from t he finest specimen in this 

neighborhood, which he cont r ols;AE. ci~riodora 235, my inquiries 

show t hat I can buy t his ,for fall pl anting,in several places. 

Things still to propagate: Agaves, Berberis; Darwinii, 

B. stenophyl1a some. Begonia s some. Casuarinas. Eleagnus in variety, 

·also E. myrtifolie. Fuchsia "rip~·lle. F. fulgens, Lycium.., 
. . 

parviflorum,u~~, SWainson~a, Vinca major and steptosolen, the 

beautiful blue variety, which I think will grow t rom seed. 

I send you this information s o t hat you can have it in 

hand on you:i:" way down as you s top at, Nurseries encl t he Par ks. 
~ 

Keep me closely posted -of all your movements . 

Ve ry .trul y yours, 

P . S. I have j ust . s een t he ~O Ok . "S i lva of Californi a " men~ed 

and have ordered one 'f or our of r ice on a li :!:'ovf.1.l of Mr . Qamsted . 

ab/he 
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