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VIe deo ire to e ngage your a tt ent i on an :!· int er ea.t il1 t h e.( . 
f o!low in~ pr opo s ition; 

The City of San Die"o , Ca li fornia' , has ~ndertaken the ) 
proj a ct o~f celcbrat i nc5 the compl a t ion arid opening .of' the ,Panama , 

, Canal vdth an Exposition wh ich 3!'la ll illustrate the· res ources and· 
devel opment of t Ile SouthweGtern r egion of the United St a t es' and . 
of our neighbor republics . 

It i s not c ont emplated to mak~ it of world-wide sc op e , 
but to confine it s op erations ",it lli n s uc}. lin~D as shall render 
it an interesting and i mportant adjunct to t he I nternational 
Exhibi ti on proposed b:,' San Francisco , 'and i n no respe ct to <.' 

attempt to r i v a l or comp~te wi th t hat enterprise. 

Already p l ans h av e been perfec~ed"",\o insure ilarmony 
and c o- op-arat ion be t we e n t h e two. Suff i.e ient "favorabl e 
.r e s ponses to .invi t at i ons ~x.tenil3d to the s to.t e~ and. Count ri es 
c onc erned hav e been received t o s .rdatly ~jjc ourage' the man 
a gers of t~1e Panama- C 3.1 i fo !:'nit~, ::U:x poBition in the ir e fforts. 

F inancially , th ~ e ntire SUC0 ess of t 'le ente r pris'e is 
as sured by a "enerous provis i on for al l r easonab l e p e c uniary 
r'3 qu i r emBnts ) two milli on d ol lars beinJ ava i l~blB . The peopl ~ 

o f t he City prompt l y su't< 3cri bed on" million d ollars f o:, t h e 
. stJ.pport of the proj ac t, an d ,.fo,J an over"lhe l minJ;ly maj ori ty 
'a bond is s ue of one mill ion dollars was voted by the city for 
th~ impr ov err:,>;:!n t o f t 1!03 Cjty Park ) t o f i t i t as tile sit d fqr 
't~"1.e Exposi tion. 

. . : rrhd 'City Park rGf)m:"lri~03S a t r act of , f ourteen hun1.red 
. ac r~s ) onl y on E: ilUndrj d:'" a e r es 0 r , .... hieh nave thus far been , 
i mproved.· I t .is a ~gn ifi c ent body o f l an d, p ossess in g every 
characterist i c to c ommand t h" h i. ghest anthu~ iasm of t h" best 

. : genius · in .its :ieve-lopment. '£he poss ibilities presente d :for 
it: s ar'tistic' t!' ~atrlen t ila v cl n '3ver :fail e d to exc~te exc l a 

' matfo'ns ' Of <l e l igh t fr,:'m emin ent l ,,:;,dscape artis~~. (including 
~ar s O'ns J C"'ok , ::lOl ~ !1 a n d o the!'s) . '!~ have viewed 1. t. One of 



!le ssr s . Olrp9tea.d Bros. - 2 

• 
tb. ?se d.:lclared tb.at it would re,!uire the wises t and most discrirni~ 
nati".; aif to " avoid spo ilin., it"., 

_ Th,o on e mill i on ioll arB provided by -a popul a r _vo-t e must 
b e 0xp~nded by ~lle · Park Com.-ni s sion (c.r t he pl3r manent · im rovem:sn ,t 
of . tb.~ Park , and t h i s expen:iit.ure cont ~.;mpla.te s pl anting and. -';t-V 
l and-sc ape wor k I r oad""le:.ys , ~) 0.rl!la ndnt structures ) e tc: Un:ler 1t"1l~ 
l at t dr head it i s designed , as strict ly within the pu rview of t he 
law , to ere ct a 3tad.fum , u1..lu ltoriure flnd. m1J. sev.m; .. and in thd t rea t 
me,t of t:he grounds it i '3 inte~ded t o in-~tall .;e l f links, bal l 
G..:-ounds I . tennis COUJ;ts ) chi l d..ren 1:3 pla~r grou~ds I etc . 

I n addi t i ·on to t?l.e p0rrn~ent build.i ngs ·for . the 11n
provement of t he Park 'proper , th-er e will be reQui red a II the 
Exposi tion structures called fool Cthoue;h -- severlfl o"f thel. 1I il l 
iQubt l e s3 r"ma in) and tl",e architecti.<re ani ,;r'oupine; -of_ these 
wi ll frotp part of t?w J.;!neral scb.em~ l an1 the i·!' ·~o~cation ~nd 
er~ctio!'i 1,,'11.11 oe subj ·.wt to the . sUp'er.vision of tili s · Committae 
and -·the archit ec t engaged by it far the desig.'1ing a ni e~ecut i an 
of the g '3neral plan. The cost of t b.e t empor".ry bu ildin,;;s -'II ill be 
met from tr_ e fund of on-o million dollars pr-ovic;ed by _popul ar 
suoscription - iJ. p0rtion of ~1hich i3 a lr .;!ady availb.b~e for initial 
eXp8 !1 Ses. 

Upon the Cornmitt~e o~ :Bu ildings an u. Grpunds .o.r.: the 
Panama-Ca l if ornia ~~po si tion i s devolved th~ entir~ du ty a nd 
responsibility of the di s cur ",ement. of a ll t:1e a ppropr iation 
fOl~ Park i mprovement ) and'a" ).arge prop or t ion of the ·Exp(J'S'"l t .ion 
fund. .,.,112 COr.'.ni i t t ee is compo s e d of t he Dire ct o r .... :Teneral of th~ 
Exposition ex- officio ) t hd municipal board of Park "Commi ss ion~rs ) . 
and fo u r nr ivate ci tizen ~ . The",,+aw c l ot!les t he Park Commi ss i oners, 
wit!l unre~tricted authority f o!' t!le expenditure of all -_ Park -fUJ:Jcin , 
der i v ed from a percentage of a nnual taxes 01' from extraord-ina ry 
i evi e s. Tlle members have been made a part of this Committee: 
with the expectation of cordial anu harmonious c o- op<,:ration, and 
it i s t he spirit aYld purpoGc of this combination that there shall 
be entire unanimity in the promotion of Park work a nd the fur 
therance and fruition of Expoaition purpos t s. Vre fee l justified" 
therefore , in ,tecla ring t ha t the g eneral archit ect anu designer 
'.vill not be hampe rei by bickerings and cross- purposes i n any 
direction , but will b3 ,;; iven ~ fre e !land to ma ke ~le most of a 
si t uation t !lat can scarcely fail to enli ot _ t h e sympathetic 
lItter-est ann ~ nt husiasm 9f the best ava.ilable talent) waich it i s 
our 'N ish .to s ecure. 

~ p'.up"se of this committee i ~ t o b ling about 
lar.?; est pj'ssible p8rmanent reElults for t:,e developm~nt of 
Park as/ ell as to serve t he inte r ests o f the Expos ition. 

the · 
the 

- " ',ve need. a general desi,;ne r and organizing head for 
~~c!litecture , "rouping of b~ilUlngS \nd land,~cape '",ork , a!'ld know-

, '\ 

• 
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i n,. your eminence in all these pu:r.t i cu1ars , we invit e you t o sub ... 
mit p r opos als and suggestions , with a vi"w t o accepti"" an 
enJ agement .to carry out t h e wOI'k n e r e i " c ursorily out1in·ed. 
T~is would embrac ~ ¢ cn0ral su'per,rision of the whole s cheme in 
pr 0sp-=ct , .,,- itil fill liberty to ·employ .your 3uQordinates'; 3upject 
to t he ap proval of this Committ e e. 

The exi genc1es of the s ituation r~'iu ire t hat t he Vlo rk 
silould b" i"augurated at an ear l y date , itl or der -that "' 03 ma y . 
secur~ t he advant age of th~ . wint~.r .and s pring 'season f or pre:" 
liminary p l anting. 

An early r epl y Vlill b e a st a0m ~d a -fav or. 

l OU!, S resp ectfuliy J 

of Eu i 1d l"g . an d Gr ounds 
Committ e e. -

Co~=esponding Se c r~ta~y. 
d ' 

,.' 
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