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Wiramer, Calif. Merch 13, 1°14.

¥r. C. A, McGrew,
Sen Diego, Dun,
Sen Diego, Celif.
liy dear 'cGrew:-

Yosterdsy I met one of Charlie Colliers friends and asked

him whot they had been doing to Collier, and whet they were going to do
with him. He told me that Collier had gone to smash finencially and that
there was a moversnt vo run hin for longress. Of course you know more
about both of thesc things then I do.

] was thinking thet thove was matericl here for a rea
first class and very interosting humen intorest story.

1 remember Collier when he was o bright vigorous boy just
entering into law vraciice;——lis early ambition end effort to be 2
congrogssman —— his sccidentnal entrance into the real estate husiness
by reascn of his contesting the velidity of taxc$ under which ceriain
1ands hiad been sold by the state, ond lator hic neteoric career with
his resl estate and construstion compenies. e onde told me that bis
previous yoers nersonsl exnense, other then business, wes 50,032,

Then the Exposition vroject wes sterted, I zttended the
firet meeting, and told the narties assembled thot the job was too big
e one for Sam biego. After thc mecting and decision, I told some of
the men that Collier was the only men in town 1 knew of who could csarry
through the bluff, if it could be cerried throuch at 211. Collier hes
gince told me thet I wag to blame for his taking on the job, end that
therefore I ought to heve helped him.

However, the stery of Colliere triuvmphs end Cefeats, the

story of the wost verfect tyve of the geniue booster, mishi be well
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worth a column , and some reference to the betrayesls he has suffered

and the sacrifices he has made would take off the sting and add a touch
of the sympathetic if not of the pathetic.  Still I should think the
object of the story would be only to furnish good reading metter without
regerd to politics or 2 local fzetional astrife.

..... Vither Uerdy ov Vangenheim both, with whom 1 have been
talking on other business, told : thet Joody hed oided en even fifty
percent to the tex essescment velues , end thet ome of the purposes of
this was to rermit the voling of the million arnd 2 helf of honds to
complete the horeno peyment, so tuct onreckels would heve thzt much
more moncy to smend on the Lrirons Feilroad. Prom what they eaid it
appeered to me thot but for the first sele of the water system Spreckels
would tave had to lay down erd thet there would heve been no ckerce for
the immeéiate completion of the roed.

I sivised " oncenbein thet if Spreckels should feil to
plece his bords on the rastern merket, thet ot eirhiy conts it oncht
to be 90551ble now to rlece them, or mest of them, ir fep Diego. 1 told
ﬂiﬁm.that in en extremc emergency of thie kind I would, without regerd
to soreckels etiitude, try to ~ive some useistorce.

It seems to me thet it +ould be sn interceting item of
news to meke corments on ihe probshble future of the million erd & half
bond issue, and the project of the community, throuch its individuels
furnishing money for such bonde end stocks thet could not he sold
eesily elscvhere. 1t would rotl be ¢t 211 bad for San Diego if S
Diegens beceme the sctuel owmers of the reilroad. Spreckels has ghovm
such weskness either in the matter of finences or expeditious memege-
ment thet it mey weil be nossible thet the comnletion of the Arizona
Nnilroad will devend unon other nen than imreckels.

In fact it is juct possible that Soreckels mey be an

exsggerated Collier.
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Of course I presume that in the future as in the past the
Sup will ignore the Ypreckels personal attitude toward thé Sun and myself.

Some weeks ago, before the rains, just after the first
water bond election, lardy and I were talking about the future water
sunply. Herdy declared that we were going to get through alright. I
called to hig attention at onr last meeting, the actual impounding of
water that had teken nlace durins the lest two great rain storms. He
said, "e ere not ouvt of tre woods et all yet? and that our reliesnce is
still on the pumpinc prorvocition. hen 1 snoke of the La Mesa pro-
ject to build © dem ot the old mission site, and the flooding of Fenita
he told me not to worry at 211, and thet thst project would not be
allowed to go through, snt that *he 1 Capitan site must be develoved
for tle city. 1 juégv from this thet the tax payers league are alive
to the eitustion and that soon emoush there will be & locking of horns
between the city ond the Le Mesa water district.

I was asked to join the tax payers league. I sent a check
for tlie membershin, but with it a letter stating thot I would not sigm
the membership roll until I knew more of the versons and the direction
that the association was going to take politically.

1 have roceived from time to time, drafts of the charter
that the leagus was orenarinz, snd have been asked for opinions. Yer-
sonally I am better pleased with the leagues charter then what 1 have
read of the Councils Advisory Committee cherter. I urged a large

PV S,
council which should have purely lezislative functioms, and , should have
nothing to do with the asdministration, snd that the mayor should be
clothed with clmost sbsolute power to anpoint ond remove, gnd that the
city manager or that the board of city msnagers should have large
gslaries, large enough to 2llow the mayor to obtain the highest quality
of sdnirigtrative ability.

I also urged both conmittees to prepare to sovend a good
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deal of money for the next three or four years in preparing a perfectly
fair and equal a-praisement of all property. The inequalities in the
city's assessments today are an absurdity. GSome assessments that I
know of are hicher then the actual values of the proverty, while others
are less than ten percent of what the proverty has been actuslly sold
for.

Hardy said thet he wented to meet you and lay before you
he tax lesgues cherter. 1 told him that I was not going to even enter

the office of the “un, or teke eny vert vwhatever in the cempaign. low-
ever | edvised Herdy thet wher his cherter was reported it should be to
the two evening pepers, end that he should try to get you to give him a
full vrege on which the cherter itself should snvear, an anreal to the
public ené erguments on the subject.

Hardy stated that lengenheim wented to subrwit the tvo
cherters to the peonle :nd then elect & board of free-holders unp%e'zad.

subr

The Tax “ayers League will not consent to this. They pronose to tﬁ;ir
charter end condidetes for the free-holder election. pledged to the tex
leaguers particular cherter.

Herdy would be glad to come and see you at eny time and
lay out the tax leaguers scheme.

By inference in the seversl interviows and letters that
I have received, 1 judge thet it is the vroject of the tex leaguers to
disnlace the Chamber of Commerce in the metter of politiecl end business
leadership in the City.  The Chember of Commerce is recognized as being
a pedy pae&‘and controlled by Spreckels and the public service corpora-
tioms.

The nrincinle and most note-worthy clause in the consti-
tution of the tax lesguers is that no one of its members shall be in-

terested as =n ovmer, officer or employe of any public service cor-

poration, and that any tax leagueimember after his menmbership becoming
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8o interested in a public service corporation would thereby automatically

ceage to be & member of the tax league.
1 take it that Hardy is the leading spirit in the tax
. =BT PP SO -
loague, andnthat Irwin and Simon Levi are his leading spimsibs.

1t is probable that a good deal, if not all of the infor-
mation in this letter (if there is ony informastion! was given to me in
o confidentirl way, olthough it was of course given to me on account of
ny comnection with the “um, ord therofore | ask you not to quote this
letter to anyone, not even to pereoms nemed in it.

Tt is needles 1 think now for me to tell you that my
personcl preferences will hove and should have not the least weight
vrith vou.

Yours sincerely,

.. 8eRIP R





