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HEADQUARTERS U.S.MARINE CORPS,
COMMANDANTS OFFICE,
WASHINGTON.

Decenber 16, 1914.

My desar Joe:

T should have replied to your letter of November
25th mueh sooner, but you can_imaglne that we have been
pretty busy here since the return of the men from Vera
Cruz, We now have them about settled, and I have just
received word as to the return of the "5th ‘Regiment from
Santo Domingo about Christmas, so that means I am busy
ageain. _

I think and hove that nearly everything hes been
settled with reference to San Diego and hope that every-
thing is going on smoothly with you.

In your letter you mention the winter field shade
uniform: I have decided not to issue this, at least
not for the present if -at all.

With reference to the naming of the camp at San Diego,
I would, of eocurse, consider it a great compliment to
heve it named for me, ard I thank you for your courtesy
in memntioning it :

You know by tnls tlme of course, that the 4th Regi-
ment band is to remain at San Diego, which gccording to

your letver, will be pleasing not only to the canp but to

Hr. Davidson.

I wish we could sené youn more officers, but I have

orders from the Department to keep up the brigade organi-

zation, and at the same time all the posts on the east

coast will be inereased to their normal strength, and it
will be necessary.to distribute the officers to their origi-
nal stations, as all vosts have been cut down to one or at
mo st .two, since the marines went to Vera Cruz. If it is

at all pOSS1nle later on I will send you some more officers.

‘This will probably be nos31b1e when the class of second

lieutenants at Norfolk are turred over for duty.

Everything is going on smoothly here. I was before
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the Committee last week in re*erence to estinates for 1918,
and found the whole committee very friendly disposed, but

fio one can tell what will come out of it. As 'yom know, the
Secretary recommended the nonstrucpion of one new barracks
at Norfolk and one at- Mare Island, but they d4id not consider
any other construction. -.I made a very strong plea before
the Committee for both offlcers and men, and especially

for brigadier generals, and, as I said above I believe my
recommendations were met by the Committee in'a very frlendLy
spirit - s0 I have some hovpe.

The record® of target oractice that you speak of @&re
quite vhenominal, and I am greatly pleased fto hear of
them. I think they should be pubiished. 1If you will'send
them to me I will give them to the Army & Navy Register and
Journal. :

I am very glad that Mr. Davidson has offered you
suitable rooms for your headgquarters offices, as I think
that would be much better tham having them in camp, and I
am sure you w111 very nmuch prefer having ofiices outside of
camDd.

Some of the articles asked for of the fQuartermaster’s
devartment were of necessity not allowed at present, but
I will keep them in mind and a little later on, if the
condition of the anpronrlatlons warrant 1t grant everything
that is vossible.

We are hoping that the designation of the.Marine post
at San Diego wlll arrange everything very satisfactorily
with reference to commutation of quarters. I say we hope
this because there may be & little gquestion about it, but
I see none whatever in reference to yaur case as you W111 not
be part of the camp.

I am very glsad ‘that you and Mrs, Pendleton are enjoys

ing San Diego as much as heretofore and no doubt you will
continue to do so.

Mrs. Barnett joins me in kindest revards for you and
Mrs. Pendleton,

Very s1ncerelv yours,

Colonel Joseph ¥, Pendleton,
Commanding 4th Regiment



Meadquarters W. S, Marine Corps,
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR’S DEPARTMTENT.

"Washington, Februgry 12, 1915.

Colonel J. H. Pendleton,
Commanding Fourth Regiment larines,
San “19?0 falifornis.

My dear Joe:

The Genersl has today acted upon a reduest fronm
Major McKelvy asking for a reconsideration of the decision
rendered with regard to 1t Teing improver to give the offi-
cers attached to the battalion at the exposition, San Diego,
commutation of quarters so long as they are at a temporary
barracks and live under canvas.

In the 1etuer, which will pass throug
i that the General has answer il
zragraph, end I tb}nr the answers gilven

Ve. In my opinion, there ig . not 2 sing o
ven cea fohig JcAelvy which would have the slightest effect upon
the Compuroller of the Treasury, and furthermore, I do not
hesitate to tell you, in fact, the General wants me.to teTl
you in the strictest confidence tpat Jt is believed it would
be a grave error, and one Which might involve gerious conse-
~guencesg, to ask for & decigion of the Jomptroller, because
the gentleman who now occupies that chalr belongs to your
party, Henry George and the Socialigts, and believes there
ig no reason why itwo or three families should not occupy one
building. If he would restrict hig opinion to the sgimple
guestion as to whether or not the officers of the ?aa.a Bat-
talion are entitled to ommuﬁutzon of quarters, the General
might risk 1t, but he is just as liable to exﬁena hig views
and give some drasgtic upinion which would affect the service
at lgrge, and for thisg reason it ie not believed that it
would be good policy to asgk for the Comptroller's decision.

1 &

The Genersl asked me to write you this letter in
the strictest confidence, but there ig no objection to your >
letting the officers of your Regiment know, also in the stricty
est confidence, just why no action can be taken by these Head- |
gquarters looking towards a Comptroller's decision on the sub-
ject.




[z Fee 1] ]

You will doubtless remember, butbt if not, I can
stimulate your memory by records of these Feadcuarters, that
we kmew nothing here with regard to any prospective barracks
et San Diego until Tou and your friend, Mr. Davidson, started
up the question of having a Marine Debtachment at the Fair.

If you have in your pogseseion any informetion which will

-

vear upon the fact that the Navy Deparfment provoses estab-

1iching a permanent bharracks at San Diego, I feel eure thet
& =

the General will be tickled to death to get it, as we have
none here.

George showed me a lett
other day in which you pronmised 1
not done g0, do it now.

e/ .
write to ne. If wou have

Yeep this letter
nersonal and confidential. A

George snd the others here send ki
and vlth ry very kindest femeqbfanceL and Te
vre. Pendleton and yourself, believe me alway

g remembrances
t wishes for
S _




COMMANDANT'S OFFICE,
‘ WASHINGTON.

@ , ' Marck 5, 1915,

. HEADQUARTERS U.S.MARINE CORPS.

"Colonel Josevh A. Pendleton,U.S.H.C.,
Commanding 4th Regiment, Marine Corps,
Arts & Science Building;
Panama~California Exposition,
San Diegg, Cal.

My dear Joe:

A representative of the Y. M. C. A., Mr. John 3., Tichenor,
was in to see me yesterday, and expressed the hope that they
wonld be able to have & representative: at the San Diego Fair
during the Exvosition. I told him that I wenld write to wou
snd ask that you and the officers and men there lend him :every
assistance possible. The officers of the Y. 1. C. 4. have
done so much for the marines at different barracks and posts,
and especiglly on expeditionary service, I feel that we should
assist{ them in every way possible; so I hope you will tell
all of your officers and men of my desire in this line.

In the appropvriation bill just passed we did not geE the
- brigadier general and officers recquested, but we did get

200,000 for & barracks at Norfolk and $200,000 for a barracks
at Mare Island; also¢10%<additional pay for officers at ses
and 20% additional pay for erilisted men &t sea. While this
'is not all we wanted it is pretty good, and especially as to
vay, which we have fought for for many years. We hove next
session to get the brigadier general and additiomal officers
necessary, and everybody, in my opinion, should concentrate
their efforts to help out this plan.

~ The Secretary is going to fill all of our vacancies ¢ %3
this year from graduates of the Naval Academy, which, in my T

opinion, is another very great gain. . , '%
. I hope that everybthing there is going smoothly, and T,
that you are all happy, and that I may have the Dle asute &
~ of seeing younsome time during the summer. s
. \"\“"x’ : ’ mﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁ

Wiﬁh kindest regards for all, the officers, yourself
and .Mrs, Pendleton,

Very sincerely yours,




Headquarters U, . darine ¢orps,

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR'S DEPARTMENT,

Washington, Marenh 17, 1915.

My dear Joe:

I have both your letters and am awfully glad to
hear from you, and I know that Barnett, when he gets back to-
morrow, will read them with a great deal of pleasure. I
feel that we poor, working people in the Marine Corps must
appreciate your writing to us, and I am wondering whether,
after your service with the Fair at San Diego is finished,
you will recognize any of us ordinary officers of the Corps
Proper now e€ince you a&re hobnobbing only with royalty. ¥
have discussed the matter with George and he, like myself,
ig doubtful, but we both have hopes that you may at least
occasionally do us the honor of remembering that before you
were elevated to the high socisl position which you now oc-
cupy you were friendly with us.

Before T forget, I want to tell you that you got
me in a hell of a row the other day. ‘When I received your
last letter, in which you spoke of the furniture guestion, I
immedigtely went to my friend, Colonel McCawley, and gave
him hell for having treated you so badly in the matter. He
expressed great surprise and said he could not understand
what I meant, so I $0ld him I had only that morning gotten
a letter from you in which you commented upon the way the
Quartermacter's Department treated you. He sent for Percy
Archer and got out the reguisition, and I found that they had
given you everything you asgked for. The only change they
made wag in your desks and chairs Which they reduced in cost-.

&ﬁ no officer at these Headquarters has a desk which costs

beyond $25., am licCawley thought he was rather liberal in
allowing the Commanding Officer of the Fourth Regiment in

the field $30. for a desk, which is $5. more than we subsi-
dized high brows here are permitted to spend for such arti-
cles. 0f course, our chairs cost more tham yours, but as
your office was only to be of a temporary character, MeCawley
thought that for that purpose chairs at %5. apiece would at
least support your friends, it not being understood here that
they carry their wealth with them when they call on you. If
thet were the case, naturally the chair would not hold them.
411 nonsense aside, T do not think you have any grievance at
21l sbout the furniture, end T told MeCawley so.
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George is away at Norfolk. He went down with the
Secretary on the HMayflower to be present at the launching of
the PENNSYLVANEA, and is spending today inspecting at Norfolk.

The Assistant Secretary left last night, joins the
Vice President today &t Chicago, and will probably be at San
Diego on the 28th. T have no doubt that you will be nice to
him, and you will find him a mogt pleasant and agreeable man.
He ig very friendly to the Marine Corpe now and I feel sure
that after he has met you he will feel more so.

T read to George your letter about the MeKelvy mat-
ter, and perhaps you are right. If we had a broad-minded Conmp-
troller, things would be different, but,as your friend, Grover
Cleveland, once said, a condition and not a theory confronts us.
Ve have not & broad-minded Comptroller.

We have absolutely no information here regarding the
establishment ¢of o permanent garrison at San Diego. I have no
doubt that when Mr. Roosevelt made that statement he was dining
with Ban Diegians, and wag no doubt ingratiating himeelf with
them, as I feel sure there is no present intention on the part
of the Department to establish & permenent station there.

I am very glad to know that the late vice-president and
Mr. Straue were 8o pleased with your command. When ¥ see Gen-
eral Sguires he will no doubt tell me a1l about it.

I know thet you are too busy socially to read my let-
ters. I will write you occasionally and briefly, so will not
detain yon longer now. Am very glad to know that Mrs. Pendle-
ton 1s g0 well, and pleage remember me very, very kindly to her.
I wigh I could see my way clear to come to San Diego because the
Lord knows I should like to.

I hope you trested my classmate, Uriu, well when he
came to San Diego.

I will taske up with George when he gets back your
orders to Sen Franecigco.

Pleagse tell Ceptein ILymaen how much I appreciate his
kind remembrances, and remember me to him in return. With my
very kindest for yourself, believe me, Joe,

Alweye your sincere friend, /
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HEADQUARTERS U.S.MARINE CORPS.
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE,
WASHINGTON,

September 30, 1915.

My dear Jdoe:

Your letter of September 14, 1915, errived
when I was deown in Virginis on & few davs leave. . I ap-
preciated it very much, and thank you for the same.

‘ I was vefy glad tn hear sbout the Marine Corps
Dey at the Tented City, and how nicely everybody was
treated. ‘

What you speak of with reference to & small
secret service fund is practically impossible to get.
The seme subject came up with reference 4o Hayti, and

the Secretary was very much opposed $0 granting any-
u“lng for that even. L o o B

with reference to the WMedicel nfficer, o
Longabaugh~ he got leave, and I drudbt very wmuch whether
it will be vossible %o get him ordered back there, as
the Surgean aeneraT is so short of medlcal ﬁfflcers
thet he has found it necessary to teke one nfficer fram
each of seven hattleshlps. I am quite sure he would pro-
nounce it utterly impossible tn send enother doctnr there.

. Matters in Hayti are going on sbout as usual,
We have hed some casualties, as you have read. Things
at present have guieted down somewhat, and 1t 1onks as
though we would have peace there Snon.

_ with reference to the nfficial cells you Spoke
of: I have taken the metter up with the Department,
and prnposed & change in the Navy Regulatinns to cover
that matter in the future. -

I am returning tn you. herew1*h the card you

““received from Fullam. ©f course weé were all pleased at

his new orders, and I think you will:ecensider that suf-
ficient trouble-fnr him without taking his case any fer-
.. %ther. I hnpe that in the future there will be ne trouble,
end I smisure there will not if the propnsed changes are
adnpted in the regulations. :
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Please thank Dsvidsnan, Burnham, Bridges, end Mrs.
‘Doneldson, McXenzie, and Sharp, for their kind messages.
Sey that Mrs. Barnett and I wish %o be kindly remembered,
as we do alsn to Mrs. Pendleton and Helen.

We are busy on the sstimates now, but nobndy can -
farm any idea of what will be gatten. I really think we
stand s fair show of getting some personnel legislation.
I hope to get & couple of thrusand men and the necessary
officers, and two brigadier genersals. nf course there
is meny & slip, so we can't tell definitely, but just at
present it looks to be as favorable as it could. When
Congress meets get busy and use any special influence
you have with individual senators and representatives.

Please tell ¥r. Eettner that when he crnmes tn Wash~
ingtan it will be up to him to get busy with reference %o
the purchase of +be'bropgsed site for s merine corps

station at San Diego, 88 I dnn't think ntherwise that the
Department would be ineclined tn take thaet matter up, &s
the estimates are for absnlutely necessary reserve sup-
plies of ammunition, new constructioan of ships, buildings,
etc., and they will be about 81l that the Secretary will
stand for.

Tell Xettner I shall hope tn see him very shortly .
efter he comes to Washlngtnn, and renew our very pleasant-
acquaintanceship both in Washington and at San Diego.

Tell him also Mrs. Bsrnett wishes tn be kindly remembered
to him end Mrs. Xettunsr.

with kind regards %o ynrurself and Hrs. Pendleton,
I am

Sincerely yours,

Grgr “Farors ;.



Headquarters W, S, Marine Corps,

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR'S DEPARTMENT
Washington, Octover 13, 1215.

My dear Joe:

I trust your heart is in good condition, for
otherwise it may be severely tested by your receiving an
immediate reply from me. My reason for writing at once
ig thet T find there is a 1ull in the lgbors of the day
and I know of no more pleasant way to occupy my time than
by writing to you, and also it will probably show you that
I am not vindictive or ceremonious and wait for as long a
period to elapse before writing you as you 4id me.

I am glad to know that things have quieted down
somewhat as I have no doubt that a 1little calm will be a
good thing for you. I was very much pleased day before
yesterdasy to meet lMr. Davidson, who came to Headguarters to
gsee George but, in his sbsence, came in to see me and siayed
for some little time. I found him a most delightful gen-
tleman, and as he was a friend of yours and spoke very nice-
1y of you, I took rather kindly to him, but 8ll the time I
could not help but wonder how you fool people the way you
do. . I wish you would give me some pointers on the subject,
for you know emulation is the highest art of flattery.

' I took Mr. Davideon over %o the Metropdliten and
Army and Tavy Clubs and yesterday he was good enough to take
luncheon with me. ¥ had George znd Charley McCawley %o
meet hinm, and I feel that the luncheon was a success. I
trust he enjoyed it as much as he eaid he did. He surely
ig a good friend of yours. He told me that he thought the
Exposition would last for another year, and he was very
anxious to retain the Marines there. In fact, he wants
the battalion from San Frsncisco to be sent Gown when the

Ffair at that place is over. George said he would take the

matter under advisement, and if it ie possible, I think it
will be done. No doubt Mr. Davidson will tell you fully

of his conversation with George on this subject. He will
also tell you what we said to him about the land, etc., and
what the Secretary said to hin, The initiative will have
to be teken by the people cut there. Much will be done for
preparedness this winter, and it will depend uron whether
your friend can work this in under that head.

I wonder if youw and Winslow didn't put up a job
about thet 5.0.8. business as, due to that, you will notice,
the command in San Diego was augmented. 0f course the mere
fact that they did not go on expeditionary duty makes no
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gpecial difference. I am glad that you think so well of
Winslow; he is a fine fellow, somewhat of & bluffer, but

I think you will like him. He is a man of a great deal of
avility. _ .
I will make a note of your remarks sbout Senator
Stone, and 1 shall certainly look up your friend, Ketner,
when he comes East. I will pump as much informetion into
them asg I p03°noly can, although I presume there will be
very little left to do when you get through them them.

Many thanke for your bringing to my attention
the incorrect address on the sndorsement rrenared in thie
office. T think I have given ingtructions which will pre-
vent a recurrence cf this in the future. These errors will
creep in no matter how careful one may be. A1l I can say
ig that I am very glad you brought it to my attention, and
do not hesitate, should occasion arise in the future, to let
me know about all such misgtskes. ,

I have no doubt my friend Harry Bitham was very
complimentary about your command, as he is a great friend of
the Marine Corpe, and then too, I know your command is de-
serving of commendation,

I read your letter to George and Lejeune and
voth were very rmuch pleased with i+t. I am glad to know
everything is 0.X, with you. Keep up your missionary work.
If there is anything I can do at this end of the line, you
¥now very well it is alwaye a great pleasure to me to be of
service to you.

Please remember me moet kindly to Mrs. Pendle-
ton, and with my very kindest remembreances and beet wishes
for yoarsve velieve ne,

Colonel J. H. Pendleton,
Commanding 4th Reg't lMarines,
Sen Diego, Cal.




HEADQUARTERS U.S.MARINE CORPS.
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE,
WASHINGTON.

Fovember 5, 1915.

' PERSONATL AND CONFIDENTIAL.

My dear Joe: /

I trust that your heart sction is good, because, if not,
I fear that you will receive considerable of a shoek by get-
ting an immediate reply to your letter, which only reached
me in the mail this morning.

I am very glad to know that your friend, Mr. Davidson,
appreciates good men when he sees them. When Mr. Davidson
was Bast he spoke to George about the possibility of the San
Diego Fair being kept open for another year, and, in that
event, the continuance of the battalion now at San Diego
with the Fair, and also the question of sending the battalion
from San Francisco to San Diego. George favors, upon the
completion of the Fair in San Francisco, the transfer of that
battalion to San Diego, but I very much fear that, unless
strong pressure is brought to bear unpon the Secretary, he
will not look at it in that light. 1In faect, strietly con-
fidentially, I understand that George has talked with the
Secretary on this subject, and has suggested the advisabil-
ity of establishing a permanent post at San Diego, to be
known as the Marine Barracks, San Diego, as George feels
there has been quite a hardship upon the officers of the
first and second battalions in not being able to receive
commutation of quarters; and, by the esteblishment of a
rermanent barracks, they would receive it. o

Ags I stated above, confidentially, the Secretary does
not feel inclined to sendifgbattalion from San Francisco
to San Diego, and has not yet taken up the question of
whether he will permit the second battalion to remain at
San Diego in case the Fair is continued another year. If
we receive official information here that the Fair is to
be continued, George will take up the matter with the
Secretary, but, between ourselves, it would be well to
prime the Secretary so that he may look favorably wupon
the suggestion.

I feel sure that, even if the Secretary should be
willing to allow the marines to remain at San Diego for
another year, George will object to said assignment un-

less the necessary orders are signed&, making it a per-
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manent post, so that the officers can receive commutation
of guarters.

It has oecurred to me to bring to your attention the
following, therefore: Suppose the Secretary desires to
keep the marines at San Diego, and doé€s not approve of
the creation of a permanent post at that place, do you
think it would be at all possible for you to arrange with
the Fair officials to pay to the officers an amount egqual
to their commutation of gquarters? It seems to me that, as
the marines are such a great attraction at the Pair, and
so much & part of its suceess, the Pair authorities should
be willing to do this. I would advise, therefore, that you
think this matter over very carefully, and keep what I tell
you in the strictest confidence, except that, of course,
you should talk to Mr. Davidson about it, impressing upon
him the necessity of keeping what you tell him as strietly
between you two, and he ought to be also caubioned to be
guarded in using any informetion whieh you give him. If
he purposes teking any action, I should also ask him to
give you notice thereof in advance, so that you may look
at it from a purely service standpoint.

T believe that George can induce the Seceretary to
let the battalion remain there if  the Fair is continued,
but, as I said before, he will not give his sanction to
their rem&ining unless arrangements can be made, either
officially or privately, for the officers to obtain com-
mutation of guarters, or & similar amount from some source
from the Exposition people.

I know how deeply interested you are in this matter,
and therefore I feel sure that this tip from me will
cause you to take the matter up with your usuwal avidity,
and I trust that you may be successful. I need not tell
you that I feel that the greatest care must be exerelsed
to consider this matter as strictly confidential.

There was & request received today for you to deliver

a,n @ lecture in Shegemme, (I think it was) for some organiza-

tion, and George wes asked whether he would object to your
goxng He said that, on the contrary, he would be very

glad to have you go, as he felt sure you were well quali-
fied for the work which had been outlined for you. EHe
suggests, therefore, as you are to discuss the gquestion of
national defense, to give you & tip to be careful, so that,
in your enthusiasm, you do not knock any branch of the ser-~
vice. George's advice is, "Knock nothing; boost everything.”
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With regard to the Ellis matter, I do not mind tell-
ing you, confidentially, that he has been selected as
A. D. C. to George to take the place of Captain Breckinridge,
who goes to sea. I d0 not blame you for wanting him with
you, because he is a good man for thg_place

I suppose this will reach you upon your return from
San Francisco, where 1 have no doubt you had a good time.
I wish I could meke a trip from San Francisco to San Diego.
I think Mrs. Pendleton is extremely brave to permit you to
go alone. I fear the worst.

I showed your letter to George, and he was very much
Pleased with its contents, and especially to know that the
San Diegans have not forgotten him.

I am glad you made the impression you did upon Mr.
Ford, who, you know, is not in favor of milifarism.

Nothing stertling here. Good-bye, and with my very
kindest remembrances to Mrs. Pendleton and yourse1f¢ be-
lieve me always,

Very cordlally,

i
(!
ens
PR

e
s

Colonel Joseph Pendleton, U. S. Marine Corps,
Commanding Fourth Regiment,
San Diego, Californisa.
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The 3scretary of the Havy League of the United Stades
telegraphed me some days ago, asking me 0 meke & speech
before this ussewbly of noted men of Arizons on the subject
of Hational Defense. I roplied to Hinm asking thalt some
better equipped persom be selected, and explaining that I
did not wish to infiiet unvecessary tortus on any assembly,
and particplarly on one ftowards which I hed none but the
kindliest feelings.

It seenms, hﬁwmﬁew, that some one connected with the
Feval Service was W%mﬁé@ for this occapion, and I have glad-
iy consented %o do my best., I canuot, however, make & speech.
Pwo or three attempis hﬁme’@wnvwn'ﬁha% to me, and incidentslly
to my suditorg. Baut I will $alk to you as & member of the

" Service to men who are interssited in the Servige.

. 188

| ¥y only excuse for venturing t0 do even this, is that af-
tew more than thirty-seven years in the Havy and Masvine Conrps,
I may be sble to tell you something you hsve not known, or %0
tel] you pomething you know, im'a new way, snd maybe from a

new vxmwywﬂn%.

I was gwaﬁn&%m& from the Haval Academy at Annspolis in

2, and after two years service at ses in the old frigate,
"Hartford”, I was awmmiﬁmmnmwa in the Harine Corps in 1&@&.

A1l my service has been iﬂ connection with the Havy, aflna%

and aghore, in different parts of our country, amd in &if%mr&mﬁ%
parts of the worid; from Maine to California, from the siate

of Washingbon to Florida; in Alssks,the Thilippines, and Susn;

in Cuba; in Ficarsugus; snd on the waters of the seven seas.
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During thig $ime,l have meen the remariksble development of
oar Havy from the dsys of wooden ships with sail smd suxil-

lary stesnm power, 10 the presen’t day of ships guch as youy

* now nesying somplet-

own megnificient newesske, the "Arizons

_ien. She is = monster of stesl, & magnificent strmoturs of

$1.400 tons displacement, Filled with all the mervels of the
k=
ok® per howr, neskly

latest ingewuity of imventiom, driving her imm
through the water b s spesd of 21 k=

snte huik

twenty-five of your lsnd miles, snd reafy $0 hurl her thres

guerier fon ghells Irom heyr fourdeon inck guns through the

 armoved sides of ithe heaviest bastlasship now sfloest, st o

dictence of helf = dozem milos ; and 81}l direcied by & skile

1ed crew of over s thouvsand officers snd men. Zight of ihege

firet olase ships we now have fn Duil &@mmﬁ%éi&m, and nine

rore 8re Rove oY lasy compleied. These mugnificent supines

of warfare asve the gr%&ﬁ%@%‘ﬁ@ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ poteatisl faelors for

peacs, Give us such & flset of these vesceis ne we should

have, one for every siaie im‘ﬁmw union, and rash indesd will

be the country who tries ¢ invade our shorés. . g
of com f

Bny ships

se, with these Lirst class ghips we will require P
whose Punetion 18 3o assist the mighty power of *

vattleship fiset. We must bave submarines, destroyers, soout
" suxilisry eraft,
ot forgetting hoopitel shirs, snd transporte for those of
our marines who are nob serving at the time on the battleshivpe

snd oruisers, but vhom it is necesssry to frsnafer to soms
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gtrabegie point to land, and hold = bese, vhere, in shell-
ered walers omk fleet may oomsl, refii, renew their shores,
and prepare after glrenous service on the bhigh sess for re-
newed sotivities. Or these Yransporis ngy convey thesse
ubiguitous %a:wmm o one of thelr rerindic szreditions to
delivey = zuch nesded spanking %o one of our semi-protoges,

where to send the srmy the sawe mission would be ezliled
YWar”. 4 Wim@@ of Marimes in Haiti iz pow performing this
Mﬁﬁw duty.

Thers is @m sppgsition in our couniry B¢ the building

gram has been thought

- eut, and prepared by the brightest sod wost éxperisnced minds
Cim Heval servies; but dhis opropition is mainly due 4o =

isek of knowledge on  the purd of those who opposs, or o overw

- gonfidence in the abililty of our great souniry 4o meet any ome

STEENEY «

He %mw been very fortumaie in the few m:m in owr hisdory,
when our ships ss in 1776, and in 1812, mede wonderful, snd ale
nmost incredifyble susccess againet s powerful foe. OBhips in
those days were built in a fow momths, snd WoDeonaugh on Iake
Champlein, and Porry on Ieke Erie, in their hewptily orealed
1ittée vescels, mede glorious history. Bul things have grsab.-
iy changed in these days. We must fi 4, in years instedd of
months, sud & war might ﬁa:{l be decided befors the vessels

. which we might then be willing %o build and which might make

possible & different declision in the ®wsr, could be ready to




proper thme comes,

{4).

go intc sction. Ships cennot be run up, armed with hastily
cast guns, menned by an earnest, but unskilled crew, and
taken @uﬁ to fight their broadsides, muzsle o mozzle S
geinst an enemy aimil&riy mqui@p@& and yra@ﬁwﬁé. The men of
war of ftoday is = weiwn%lﬁi@ ereation r@guirimg ﬁ@ﬁﬁi&lﬁ%@%
of highest skill sud treining to handle its complisated mmche
inery, e sstimate the constantly chan
snormons guneg se thaet the masses of sdesl, vwhich leaves ifs

muzsles st a spesd of 2600 feet per second, shall strilke ﬁﬁé
desived merk, instesd of wasiing their emergy, litersrily in

& gplssh. Searchlights must be hondled with skill, and trained
pxperionce, znd the dendly torpedo must bhe &m&nﬁh@ﬁ, when the
with the wonderind esriainty thet takes it
wnerringly o iis terget, at & grester fmpge than the Rifhy
guns of £ifdy years spo were effective. 4And we must have nob

only ships snd guns, but we must also bave grest storss of ame

wonition, snd stores of 51l ki
guch a maturs, that time iz needed for their mmmmﬁa@%wwm, tine
whick would nmot be svailsble afier the descent of an snemy o

nds, and most of these aye of

our wwwa%.

Une more imporbant ymim%g I have inoidently referrved fo
the need of itrained men. Thig would be one of our grestesd
nesds iy care of & sudden apreal o arms. @%&%% is no doubd
but we would have miilions of esger, wi&i&mg*%amﬁﬁ offersd Bo
help repel an ensumy's attsck, but whthout menths of training
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these men would be helpless to assigt in the task.
This is true also of the Sister branch, the srmy, and of
our splendid 1ittle body of Marines, more freined men are neede

wrunition

od, snd stores of arms, of guns, big snd litile, of @
and of 811 kinds of military materizl are nesded.
of defense, snd we

The ’Hﬁw, however, ig the first line
must heve an adequste force to prevent the possibility of any
great Bilitary zmwsw lsnd power effecting s lodgement on oux
cosst end with its Havy of greater stremgith than ours, giving
$0 ite trassports of troops the frecfom of the sess. Ve must
. great enough to master that of any mfmm;

have o Haval strengt
with whom we night come in cenfliet, =znd which has 3 grest traine
ed Avmy, thet they could throw onte our shores, should they be

 allowed to 8o 0.

Tet us see what it wonld mean $o lose the mssitery of the ses
army of thoroughly trained
men oud sguipped soldiers: men ‘%@ have besn fvsined snd diseip-
ng the most medern and progressive lines; officered by

thorouphly taughd and experienced men; eguipped with 211 the
wogt wodern wespons apd instruments of wer; viflss pesarly sg
good 88 our omn {for you kmow the lstest model of our Springfield
rifis iz 2 ’r %&m best military ‘mima in the world) with field
gung, fisld and seige howitzers, bombethrowers, searchiights,
£ield telegraph, telesphones snd wireless; with itranmporitation of
rmored, field hospital eguipment, sere

te a fve possessed of a grest shrsupih

all kinds, armored and uns
oplsnes and dirigidles, and all fhe nseded field engineering g~
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squipment., With the seas open to these %mamﬁyﬁrﬁa, sk et
mrg@tié foe could seize & ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ on our cousb; rush s great
force to hold 1%; intrenching them sgsinst stisck from cur
small and woaprepared land ﬁ@wwmmm pour in his wﬁwiﬁﬁwwmwwﬁmﬁ%
wndigturbed, and in a space of time thet most of our people
believe %o be inpossibly brief, could start sn enormous army
of invasion to sny spot of our waﬂnﬁxy<km\migh%v@h@@ﬁwp
Insgine the lives of our $%%&$W$mmm.ﬁhﬁ$‘wmﬂﬁﬁ be Boeedm
legly saorificed and the billlems of property desiroyed and

seized while we should be meurrying shout trying to raise and

squlp a foree %o meet the suesy. Then, oo, confider the posw
2ibility of our country belny invedsd through or by way of =
neighboring eountyy -~ (nee established in such s position with

our flest driven frem the sea, the eneay could despatch his

troops and his stores by ﬁ%@Wg*hﬁ% of sea transportation et his
disposal, snd could strike across our bowndary of am |
point with an srmy, orgenived end equipped, Tesdy for a grest
drive against any of ﬂ%ﬂ‘%@iﬁ&@ﬁm gitise. To mect these pos-
sikle conbing
ular foree of respectsble size; aud largs nuwbers of trained

r chosen

QWﬁiw%,_wﬁ\wﬁﬁ$‘7’t{’% large mébile srmy, 2 rege

men ready to be oalled to the colors at a momenmts notice,with
mition, sod militery equipment of
811 kinds. These regular troops sod the great supplies o stores
should be pleced &t w%waﬁmgie;ymimﬁm where the ressrves eould

e mmbﬁ&&m&ﬁ; their ﬁwgwmima%imm being carefnlly prepaved in

great stores of ayms and smw

sdvenes - snd from these points the armies would be tramspobt




- #5810 we would smuffer encrwous losses in lives, in ymwmm'

. to the point of danger - whether on the ceast ﬁ%ﬁwim

ry. Without this preparation, an

snemy, such ag I have
spoken of, would have cur whols sountry st his :emw#.. |
though I do not believe thet our Americem people will ever
submit, porwenently, to the deminstion of any

whether hs ealls himself EKing or Eaiser, HEmpers ’

and in sell ssbeem. _
There ave seversl ways in vhioh this forse can 'iwz propared.

' Sesren have a1l firet enlistments in 811 braunches m?
the militery pervice - irmy, Hoyvy apd larine Uorps, of one year's
durgtion- This would result in weny mm in civii life with
your’s useful militery ¥raining resdy to snewer s eall. inother
woild be o bave o therough military twsining & pard M@; the

5@ in 2ll owy pueblic schools. Andther would he sn insvesse
in svmbers and in trainisg of our Hadlonsl Gusrds. While still
anotier might well be the formation of & resl naticnal reserve
of men who gould be given the slememts of militery training in
military camps
for three of fowr or five yesrs.

it tékes mavye time nowsdays "ﬁzmm formerly t0 trein s seldler,

B e

whers they might serve for sowme weeks esch year,

‘as 1% doen mush move to develep & meneofwway *s«m.

There are many wore thinge for them o Ewm.. m 1776, nesre
iy 211 ouwr oidizens were vertislly *&mﬁmﬁ mmmw - gnd parie
out of his esbin

how t0 take ecare of
' ]

iglly eguipped. When the frontiersmen stepped
door ke was resfiy to teke the fisld - he Imew




& militery rifie, or kmow wh
use onet The minuie man only needed training in diseipline,snd

stepped they stepped sbosrd of her. How, & Havsl Jeama

(8.

himuelf in field or wood or wildorness - he had hig rifle and
he ¥new how to nse it. ¥Fhalt porition of our eitizens today hsve

en t¢ get one - or who knows how o

training in combination smd co-ordimation o make him a soldier.

/ odern methods; arms snd materisl, need far mors kmowledge, skily

/ =nd practice.

In the Revolutionary dsys, ihe men from owr coasting sof Tish-
ing vesuedd, were anlwmoet ready $0 Fight their ship when they

thet the old tar found nec-

know and 40 p hondred things %o oue

SBEAYY .
%@m:@f re, I say, with the ships and %ﬁ@ guns
ftary equipment that we ask for, give us also men o use them,
Jur goontyy does not wand conguest, Fe& arve mw, in suy W
f the yesrs from "6l o

8, with the mile

s warlike, or war loviag people, though
65" did show that theres is ceritainly "fight in the fmwily®. ¥We
ds not wigh bo trensgress the rights of others or needlesly to
offend, tut we sre sterm 30 resent lnsuwl® or injwry, s & grest
pabriotic peoplis should be. Aol should the time w whin we

find & resort 10 arme neces ary, we will £ind thet militery awd

Havel preperednsss hes been a very inexpansive Zorm of insurance,

saving weny, meny lives, and much tresguve. The fset of our pre-

pearedness will never make us sggressive towserd, or unjuet o othe
e others to & @mwﬁ

arg, %ma it may, snd ﬁﬁ%‘iﬂé% will, encoursg
rights.

regard for, emd respect for our
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Lest us then calmy and ﬁharaughiy prepare ourgselves for dew
fense; prepare ourselves for an @ventuali§y'whieh we pray
may never come; r@a&y to defend our righ%s and our honor,
showing a front of stremgth that will warn off any possible
inveder of our sacred soil; so thet peasce and prosperity may
be our peoples joy and our posterify's heritage; snd so that
the glorious banner, which our forefathers, and we ourselves,
have, so far, feithfully guarded from harm, msy contimue fo
wave 0'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.
Long may it wave cver & peaceful, just people, over & home-

loving, & patriotie, &nd pr@paﬁm& nation.
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December 6, 1915,

Col. J, H, Pendleton,
Fourth Regiment U, S, Marines,
San Diego, Californis.
My dear Colonel:
I found your good letter of the 20th ult.,
enclosing card for the Army and Navy Club, on my

arrival in VWashington a few days ago, and appreciate

B

yO thoughtfulness in this matter very much, I
will teke advantage of the ﬁrivilege extended in &
few days as soon as L get caught up with the accumulated
correspon&enée in my office, |

I am sorry to hear of your being ordered to Mexico,
and hope you will be back in Sgn Diego in & short time.
Rest assuréd that I am going to leave no Stone unturned
to work out your navel defense program, and,if we sﬁcceed,
the people of San Diego ought to erect a monument o
you., Let me have the benefit of your advice at all
times, and bring any mabtters to my attention which
you think I ought to know agbout and which will aid
in the plan, t is a rare pleasure to have ybu back

of me and to be working with you along these lines

or any other in which you are interested.v
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Mrse. Kettner, Miss Peak and Miss Sullivan
all wish t¢ be remembered to youe.
With kind regards, believe ne,

Yours very sincerely,
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From:
To:

ego 35 F

HEADQUARTERS U., S. MARINE CORES,
Weshington, dJanuary 8, 1916,

Ma.jor General Commandant.
Commanding Officer, Fourth Regiment, U. S. Marines,
U. S.S. Buffalo. (bu—Bav)o

Sub ject: Marlne Barraeks San Dlego Cals

1.

’

The following order of the Department is quoted for youxr

information:

Washington, January 8, 1916.
From: Secretary of the Navy.

To: Major General Commamdant, U. S. Marine Corps.
SUBJECT: Marine Barracks, San Dlego, California, ’
1. My spproval having been given to a recommendation

of the Genersl Board that a force of Marines should at all

times be stationed in southern Californis, and as San Diego is con-
gidered in all respects well fitted for such a purpose, you will
take the necessary steps to estsblish on a suitable site in Sen
Diego & permanent Marine Corps post which will be designated as

the Marine Barracks, San Diego, Califormnia.
2. You are directed to assign for permanent duty at this

station such forces of Zhe M¥arine Corps as are now, or may-
hereafter become, available on the west coast of the Tnited
States.

3. * To carry out the provisions of this order, you sre
suthorized to meke such expenditures as may be necessary for
the proper establishment of this post, including the gquartering
of the forces mentioned.

JOSEPHUS DAﬁIEL%.“

2. The Marine Barracks, San Diego, Californis, Wlll be the perm-
anent station of the organlzatlons constltuting the Fourth Beglment

U S. Verines .

5, Until such time as Sultable quarters may be pmovided for the
accomodation of the officers attached to the Marine Barracks, San
Diego, Califormia, they will be sllowed commmtation therefor.

4., When the organizations of the regimenf under your commend
now employed on temporary expeditionary duty have completed that

- duty, orders will be issued to each officer attached thereto as-

signing him to permenent dnty at the Marine Barracks, San Diego,
Gallforni&.

Beorge Barmett.

l1st Lieut.,U.5.M.B.




HEADQUARTERS

U. 8. MARINE  CORES.
COMMANDART'S OFFICE,WASHINGTON, Jem.l1l0,1916.

Major W. N. McKelvy, U. S. Marine Corps,’
Commanding Marine Barracks, Sen Diego, Calif.

Ky Dear HcKelvy:

The General has this day signed a Marine Carps Order pub-
lishing to the lfarire Corm & copy of an order from the Secretary
of the Navy establishing a permesnent post at San Diego, Calif-
ornia, to be designated ss "Marine Barrecks, San Diego, Calif-
orbia.® Orders to the officers now stationed there have also
been sent. The remainder of the Fourth Regiment, upon its return
from Mexican waters, will take permanent station at these barr-
acks, at which time Colonel Pendleton will be assigned as coms-
anding officer of the barracks, in addition to his other duties.

The Secretary has taken the action mentioned above on the
urgent representations of the Genersl that the status of the
officers on duty at San biego should be so fixed as to put them
on & commutation status as 1o quarters. It is hoped that this
metter will work out satisfactorily, end there will be no hitech
in regerd thereto. ZEach officer mow on duty at the barracks
should present proper vouchers for payment supported by the in-
dividuel order this day trensmitted. No claims for commutation
of guarters prior to the date on each order will be entertained,
end the General woulld be compelled, in csse such claims were
put in, to take the same ground as he has already done in other
cases. Bach officer should apply Fo you for guarters in acc-
ordance with the accountability instructions, end you should
state in reply that there are no guarters available. Further-
more, all reference to the fact dhat the troops are located on
wha t were formerly the exposition grounds should be eliminated
from the headings $f your letters. All communications should
be headed, "Merine Barracks, San Diego, Celifornia®, and the
communication should belFrom: Commanding Officer, Marine Barracks
San Diego, Calififornia.® It is hoped that San Diego may have
a bright future shead of it as a Marime Corps post/ and that,
as time goes by, appropriations may be obtained for the purchase
of land amd the erecticn of buildings thereon, so that the Mar-
ine Comps mey & ve & creditable post at that placs.

If it has not already been done, arrangements should be made
to lease the comp site from the park commission at the annual
rental of one dollar, which it has been reported here was the
amount which the park commission was willing to agree on. It
will be necessary for the expeditionsry stores of the entire
regiment t0 be stored at San Diego, and this matter should be
taken up, and. the Quartermaster's Department communicated with
in regard thereto. It is the intention, as you no doubt know,
to order the merine detachment of the OREGON ashore at Sem Diego.
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It has been recommended that it be kept intact and used
ag a nucleus of the signal company. FPlease send me your rece
ommendation by radio in regard thereto.

With kindest regards for Mrs McKelvy, amd best wishes for the
New Year,

Sincerely yours

(Sig) John A. Lejeune.




Headquarters W, 5. Mavine Corps,

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR'S DEPARTMENT
Washington,  January 11, 1916.

My dear dJoe:

I know that you were very much tickled to get the
radiogram about the establishment of the Marine Barrscks, San
Diego, as that was one of your pet hobbies, and especially as
it fixes without question your status which is & very import-
ant matter, especially as you are desirous of remaining on the
Coast and, being the junior, would have had to give way to the
others. This gives you an independent command where you want
it and in the manner in which you want it. I hope that you
will be able to leave the BUFFALO in the more or less near fu-
ture and take up your new command, which will be a very nice
one.

I have seen very little of Captain Lyman since he
came east as he never did me the honor of paying his respects
to me at all. I called upon him, but did not see him. I do
not understend why he did not at least pay his respects to me
as we have always been good friends, but one can never tell
these days.

In picking out the site for the camp at San Diego,

I would keep in mind that we may, and probably will, ultimately
get the money for building a barracks and quarters. Le jeune
has gotten out the orders for the establishment of the barracks,
the orders to the officers being such as will give them commu-
tation of quarters. Similar orders will be issued to you and
your officers when you leave the BUFFALO.

I tried to see Mr. Ketner, but he is away on 1ndef—
inite leave owing to illness in his family.

Lejeune and I have been working on the Personnel
Bill and are getting it pretty well in shape. I hope we will
have a meeting with the Assistant Secretary toward the end of
the week. The principel features we purpose introducing in
the Bill are: That the enlisted strength of the Marine Corps
shall always be twenty per cent of the authorized enlisted
strength of the Navy; +that for each 100 men there shall be 4
commissioned officers; that the enlisted men are to be distri-
buted in the various grades of noncommissioned rank as may be
determined by the Secretary of the Navy; that the commissioned
officers are to be distributed in the various grades in the pro-
portion of 1 general officer (including the Major General Com-
mandant and brigadier gemerals) to 4 colonels to 5 lieutenant-
colonels to 14 majors to 37 captains to 68 first and second lieu-
tenants; that for the purpose of egqualizing promotions, all of-
ficers of the line and staff are to be placed in one list, taking

-1-




| R /¥ }

rank in each grade in accordance with the dates of their present
commissions, and, prior to June 30, 1921, -a8ll promotions shall not
be in accordance with seniority in said list, but shall be in ac- !
cordance with the relative seniority of the line and staff offi- f
cers in the line at the time of the transfer of the staff officers (
from the line to the staff, except that brigadier generals shall

be selected by the President from the colonels of the Marine Corps;
that subsequent to June 30, 1921, all promotions to be by selection
by merit, the terms of which will be fully set forth in the bill ;
as soon as we formulate it; +that the staff of the Corps shall con- ‘
sist, as it does not, of the Adjutant & Inspector's, Quartermas-
ter's and Paymaster's Departments, and to be in strength eight per
cent of the total number of officers authorized, to be divided
one-fifth in the Adjutant & Inspector's, one-fifth in the Paymas-
ter's and three-fifths in the Quartermaster's Department; that
there shall be no more permanent appointments to the staff, and

all vacancies therein to be filled by details from the line; thet
any officer of the present permsnent staff who desires to return

to the line shall be so transferred and shall be recommissioned

and placed in the list, taking rank in the position which he would
have occupied had he not beern transferred to the staff; that all
vacancies in the Marine Corps shall be filled, first, be appoint-
ments from the graduetes of the Naval Academy, second, from worthy
noncommissioned officers who have served not less than one year

in the Marine Corps, and third, from graduates of such military
and technical schools and other colleges as may be designated by ;
the President, appointments from civil life to be between the ages |
of 20 and 24 years; +that the age in’ grade for transfers to re-

serve list shall be for capbains, 45 years, majors 50 years, lieu- ‘
tenant coleonels 55 years, colonels 60 years; establishment of the
grades of warrant officers.

This is just a general outline. There are, of course,
all sorts of details, but this will give you & working idea of 1
what we are doing. I hope to be able to send you a copy of the |
bill itself in the near future. |

Congress has as yet done nothing to give uws any intime- |
tion of what it purposes doing about preparedness. I am not as
optimistic as I was, as I fear your friend Billy Bryan is getting
in his licks.

Bverything is running smoothly at these Headquarters.
We have Just gotten the Secretary to approve the regulations

which fix our status on board ship and ashore when we have brig-
" ade organizations with regard to senior officers present. I know
that you will give the regulations your hearty approval and feel
that we have gained a big victory in the right direction.

I hope that you and Mrs. Pendleton are well and that
everything is running smoothly with you. Please remember me most
kindly to her, and with my kindest remembrances and best wishes
for yourself, in which I am Jjoined by the people here at Head-

guarters, believe me always,
Your sincere friend,
-










HEADQUARTERS U.S.MARINE CORPS.
COMMANDANTS OFFICE,
WASHINGTON.

January 25, 1916.

My dear Joe:

Your letter of January 16 received in due time, and
I was very glad indeed to hear from you. By this time you
have probably heard of the establishment of the permsnent
barracks at San Diego, and I am very glad indeed to tell
you now that the thlng has been unofficially presented to
the officials of the Treasury Department, ard I have no
doubt that it will go through all right as to the payment
of commutation of quarters. This I consider & very fine
ending of the controversy, which has worried me & great
deal, because I felt that the officers were decidedly en-
titled to such commutation, but, as long as the post was
counted a temporary one, sach cemmutat ion could not be
paid.

I went to the Secretary and told him frankly my
views in the case, and told him just why I wanted the
orders issued. 1In fact, I played absolutely fair with
him, and he agreed with me that it would be an undue
hardship on the officers to continue them longer on such
duty without allowing them commutation of quarters. I
told him that I would strongly oppose leaving any part
of the regiment in San Diego any longer unless such ar-
rangement could be made.

I am glad to hear that the Indian affeirs in Mex-
ico seem to be improving, and I have been hoping for
some days that we might get word from Admiral Winslow
that the services of the regiment on the West Coast
were no longer necesssry in Mexieo, so that you counld
be returned to San Diego. I still hope that this may
soon be accomplished.

In reference to your statement that you think it
would be a good thing for the BUFFALO to go to San Fran-
cisco from San Diego, and then return to San Diego, I
quite agree with you, and if it can be arranged that will
be done; but, of course, it depends entirely on the HNavy
Department.

I have seen Mr. Kettner and have given him all the
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dope possible on the question of the acguisition of land on
San Diego harbor, and I hope that the result may be good.

He assured me that he would mush his bill as much as possible,
and seemed to have hope of getting it favorably considered
by Congress. Personally, I rather doubt this because the

. subjeet of preparedness will take so much money, if passed
at all, that I do not think Congress will be inclined to
give any money for the acquisition of new stations; but I
still hope. If this proposition does not go through, you
should take up with the officials of San Diego, or residents
thereof then%uestion of a site to camp on after the Pair is
over. 1 think, personally, it would be much better if they
could stay in the Park where they now are, but that, of
course, is something that will be developed by future con-
siderations.

I am glad to have good news of Mrs. Pendleton, and

hope that she will continue well both until and after your
return. '

No one can tell what Congress will do in the personnel
way, but I fully expect to get something; in faet, I rather
hope to get more than was allowed to go in the estimates.
If we get anything, I think we will undoubtedly get one or.
more brigadier-generals, but, of course, gbout this no one
can tell. 1 am sure that everyone in Congress is quite as
much inclined to do something for the Marine Corps asg for
any other branch of the military or naval service. They
have done good work in Haiti, as they did in Vera Cruz, and -
everyone seems to appreciate it very much. I am surprised
always to find how many people now know of marines who
never knew of them before or took any interest in them;
and this helps.

All at Headquarters join me, as does Mrs. Barnett,
in very kindest regards and best wishes for you and all
your officers and men.

Very sincerely yours,
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Colonel Joseph H. Pendleton,
¥U. S. Harine Corps,
Command ing Fourth Regiment,
U. 5. S. BUFPALO, Guaymas,
Care Postmaster, San Diego, Calif.
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February 25, 1915,

Mr. George H. Thomas
Editor of The Sun
San Diego, Califormia
¥y dear Mr. Thomas:
Your letter of February 19 with enclosure received.
I should not care to answer the article in the Labor Leader, be-
cause, if I undertook to amswer such articles, I should have very
little time to spare for the legitimate work of my district.
However, I shall give you the facts, which are as follows:
In the first place, there never was any mention made
by any Department or any Committee that thers would be, under
any circumstances, another naval base on the Pacific doast at
the present time; but the "Leader" or the City Council may have
been misled for the following reason:
On my return from Washington last March, I talked with
Col. Pendleton , ﬁho remarked that San Diego was the logical place
for a marine base., This started me in an Investigation, and I took
up the matter with ¥r. G.A. Davidson, President of the Exposition,
Mr. Carl Heilbron, then president of the'Chamber of Commerce, Mr.
Jonn Urquhart, of the Wide-Awake Club, and dozens of others, who
agreed that, as San Diego was the first American port and any
trouble would naturally come from south of us, San Diego was the
place for a marine bass; and finally decided that the site on the

Dutch Flats was ideal, as deep water could be developed thers.
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Investigation showed that the city owned the water
front and a private corporation owned the higher land, suitable
for buildings, officer's gquarters, etc. I ﬁent over the matter
with the Mayor, I¥r. Capps, explaining that the government wouid
need the water front -- if this site were considered favorably
by the Depariment officials -- as well as the higher ground, be-
cause of the parade grounds that could be devel oped by filling
in with dredged material; but had an understanding with him
that the Council woudd not act until we were all agreed upon 2
proposition that could be submitted to the Department. I was
guite 2 little surprised when he was absent from the city one
day and the Council passed a resolution offering to dénate the
tide lands to the governmeﬁt for a paval base. However, I have
made good use of this resolution. Since my return to Washington,
I have secured the eﬁdorsement of General Barnett, Commandant of
the Marine Corps and Asst. Secretary of the Navy, Iir. Roosevelt,
and assisted in having Secretary Deniels issue the order de-
claring San Diego an advance marine base. I then introduced the
bill, which was the next logical step for the Govermment to pur-
chase z suitable tract of land &n or near the Bay of San Diego.
Before the Committee, I am submitting the report of General Bar-
nett and presenting the fact that, if this site is decided upon,
the city will give the tide lands in front of this land, which
is accessible to railroads, street cars, gas and electricity.

I have also succeeded in havigg the Engineers report

favorably on the removal of 1,000,000 yards of dirt at the foot

Tz5 £ 19067
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of Broadway, so as to permit vessels‘of all sizes to land at
our public wharves and piers, and am using every energy toward

having this passed by Congress in the Rivers and Harbors Bill.
This million yards of dirt, I am showing,tﬁe Committee, can
be dumped on this land, at a very slight éxpense, provided
they make the necessary purchase of the additional tract of
higher ground, in order to make the site suitable for the
marine bése»

I hove I have made myself plain. There never was
a word said by me sbout & naval base, now could we get one,
as the Committeeghave made all arrangements to enlarge the
plant‘at Hare Island.

You understand that this would make the Dutch Flats, ‘
which are very unsightly now, one of the beauty spots of
Southern Californis, besides meaning a permanent payroll
of from 1500 to 2000 men.

My bill for the purchase of an aviation site simply
provides, as all bills of that character do, for the purchase
of ground for an aviation site near San Diego and does not
state where it would be.located.

I thank you for your kind interest in my behalf
and assure you.that I aporeciate it.

Yours very truly

William Kettner (Sgd.)
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

MARINE BARRACKS.

San Diego, Calif.,
March 28, 1917,

Dear General Pendleton:-

The Exposition authorities having requested
the removal of the furniture which was in your office in the
Federal Building, I have done so and plaeced the desk, ete.,
in another building which the Board of Fark Comm1381oners
have kindly let the Marine Corps use.

Also I have taken the llnerty of going through this
desk and have looked over some of the papers which it con-
tained. - A great many of then, apparently of no use, I have
destroyed, but those of whieh I am in doubt are being for-

warded to you under gseparate cover.

Under an agreement which I engineered between the Marine
Corps and the Board of Fark Commissioners, to whom all Exposi-
ticn Buildings have now reverted, we are Aow in control of gll
the State buildings contiguous te the camp; viz: ¥entana,

Few HKexico, Washington, Kansas and Utah. Our agreement calls

for a rental of $1.00 per year. The buildings are in exeel-

lent condition and are proving of immense value to me as
offices and store houses for Government property.

. BExeept the above there is no news of any interest in or
around San Diego other than such affairs as may be in progress
at Coronado, of which I presume Mrs Pemdleton or Mrs Cole
keep you informed. My health is now, so far as I can see,
about as. good as it has ever been in my life and I believe
that in six months or a year from now, I will be ready for
service in any part of the world. Everything is a little
on eldge in view of the German situation but I for one
hope that it will go no farther than this country becoming
prepared in every way for any eventuallty that war might

bring.

Hoping that I may bave the pleasure of seeing you before
very mush time passes and thit I may agsin serve under your

command, I am,

Your friend,
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