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OLMSTED BROTHERS 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, eR"OOKLINE, MASS. 

, '; 01011'1 CHARLES OLMSTED f"AEOER I CK L.AW OL MSTED 

ASSOCIATf: f'oIItM8'tilllS 

JAMES fAEO[RICI( OAWSOM'3J PERCIV AL G ... LL ... GHER 

31st AUgust, 1911. 

Mr., Harold H. Blossom, 

,621 Timkon BUilding. sun DieGo , califorllia. 

My dear , M;r. BloSI3Ol'!l; 

" r:: have reoeived y..our telogrill!l 0:1:' the 29th 
r 

,i ,m: tant as fplloWf3: 

" 

"If trolley had' 'to be in Park what 
location erhould you suggest? ' /,!is;,'1t it be 
planted out, in 'Serra Canyon? 

.' . . 
. . . . 

t revliod' ,as fpllows: 

, ' ''Advocates railway across park 
. shOUld negotiate wi th ra;i.lw~y company who 

\'/ould, if ' favorable, lletfti'on commission . ~ 
for route to b~ p,e termined by latter who 
would ask us to report if they are unfavor
able or to 'Su1;>rn1t plan and estir:iate 'if. 
favorable. Will write." ' 

' I have no doubt 'that ' Mr. -sefton ' and o~hers 
, ,r-

are novi , pushing all they know' how to 'ge t the railway, 
, , ' 

up throi.l'~ ,the rn1ddle of the' park, ',!lot only , because 

there are rt:la l estate}n tereatswh'ich will be benetl ted 
, > . . 

by ' it but, alao because it will beyery. much e'saier to 

ahift the site, of the ' Exp.osition to the, middle 'of th~ 
" 

.. ~ , ' 
,..-0 
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parle if they' have the dofinite assurance of this eleotrio 

railway for aooess. The two project.s, of course, 

'greatly help each other. 1:1,' the EXPosition could be . 

moved into the middle of the parle, it would be essential 

to have the electric railway run through the parle in 
. } 

order to afford proper traneportion to the Expos i tion, . ., 
and if tl}3Y can get . the real esta te interest to pay f or 

the rail~oad and the street railway company agree to 
. . 

run 'it, they would find it ~uch easier to ~ove the 

Exposition to the central site. 

:. ' . ~ suggestion to ~rou is to confe:!;, With 

',' 11:1'. ' Mar ston lind .. ff he advise!) it, subsequently wi ,th 

Mr " Vfan·genhe iTu; arul :try to per suade them to head off and 
. .: \ 

delay' t he electr:!,c rnil\'faY project ana" even , if possible, 

any gene,r al discussion .of it,unt11 after the worle on 

the E},:p os:),t ion' f\t :the southern s i t~is so far advanced 
. 

th,a~~here will be no da ngl)r .t ,ha t ' it wi ll be )TJ~ed • . It 
• 

seems· ·.clear · to metl)at t here." can be no urgent necessity 
" ' . 

·for the P(lI'1e 'cOr.mUs·s:{. oMrs ·to· gran t 'the elect~ic ., 

railway rrol1tg through the PB.!}1e ·at . 'the present:· time nor 

. ·f or a yoar or two .• . c· 

~. ". , 
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. 
' Before Allen had conceived of the Exposition 

si to opposite Maple street, I discussed , wi th him this 

project of an electric rail\'Tay through the park. As 

you know, it had been urged by Coloncl Collior for con

sideration at the meetings of the cOmMittee, but I 
, . , 

opposed it as stronGly as I could, and the CO)'1I Ii tteo did 

.: not Sive it 
!; 

, . 
an¥ general discussion, 'probably thinking 

, 
that it was n.ot a mattE!r which need be 'enteted. in~o 

;tw:leriia t ely. In my' discussions with Mr . Allen he was 

very s tronc;11' o '!:' the opinion thFlt such a railway could 
. ' 

not' ,·po.ssibly be undertaken as a business Ilroposi tion ' -. . . 
, 

b;,r the, san Diego st re'et Railway COl'1pany. He said he 

.. , knew a good. det\l about s'tree t r ai lway In!\na[;ement and 
. . -. 

, , , 
finances, a'nd he knew the r ailway cOl:rpany. WOUld , not like 

to, ',construct and run this railway of ; a mi l e and a half 
. ' .- . ' 

. -' , . . 
,or 'more i n l ei,l(;th, with :pr a ctically no business in that 

leni!;i-h; 'and a raiiwaY ' wh1Ch woUld d~veloP compar:'tivelY 

l1t't1:eresi dent~' al ' territory n.orth 'Of the park which is 

, no't already , fairly welt develO)Jed or, sUffiCiently ' so ' by 
. -.'- . 
. r· · . > '.. '. ' • 

the -pre sent c6nd~tionB, or fr,om the ra~ iw8.y pOint of vie\'" - . ", . . 

,by the rai ;tway rr.u:li1ing ~ast and 'w.e&t north.' of, t 'ne pa:r'k • . . . , .' .' ~ . . 
, . . . 

There ,apporu::ed to, bi3 only tvro 'advimt ar;es' which 'could. 'be ' . .' . . . 
, . 

" 
. .' ' . " I 
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, 1 
, , 

claimed for it, one that it would shorten the running , 

time for people living north of the park and east of the 

golf club to the business center of the city, and the 
, I 

oth 3r the.t it would enab le more people to visit the 
"" 

middle portions of the park. It was lJerfectly obVious, 
• 

~he t hought, that neither of these considerations would 

,' 'Neigh muoh with the ' raill-oad as money-;naking propo$i tions, 

nor would they even begin ,to pay the running expenses 

let , alorie. the in tere s~\1epreoia tion on oapita! aocount. 
, ' 

H~' aB~ed me that there was no danger that the street 

railwl;l.¥ oo~any "'I(Ould undertake the job. M.r. Sefton, 
. . \ . 

on theoontraI"'Io haG "83 !3Ured me that the ~rBilWay people 
.' '. . . 

l,ould certainly undertake this route, but he offered no 
, ' 

supporting fi,nancial ,ar~~ent. ICOtUd on~y infer 

that t~ real estate iritere;Jts would offer the na@essa;ry 
. \, \ 

i nducements t 'o the railroad, which, so far as I can see, 

: in 'addi ti"on to standing- the whole {lO stof ' the', route 
~ 

' would -invo,lve , a ,guarantee of rUnning ' e>'1>ens'es for, a term 
" , ", > "" ,,' 

, of ' years on the assumption ,that the l{n~ cQuld eV~IJtUailY 
. . . .. . 

be : !OOde ' to pay the i'llIlning exPensee or a,'-l1ttle more~ 

. . 
, 
r 

" 

:'. 
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In t alking :wi th me in this office last l!Ionth, 

Colonel Coll;1.er renewed his ,asnurance that this railroad 

was necessary and would certainly 'be provided, whether 

I advised it or not. He talk~d very bOldly abo~t the 

small, 8l!lpunt of, l!Ioney it would cost, evidently having i't 

i,n mind to lay only a single track with turn-outspract1-
, ' 

milly on too Aurface and il!li'ledia tely adjoining !41dland 
. . l ~ . 

Drive. He' sa1d the railroad to Ocean, Beach cost him and 
- - I 

his associates only $13,000.00, a mile. I told him that 

, iri my jUd~nent the Park CorU1ission woUld not be juot1f1ed 

in,' ~ccepting any ' such kind 'of railroad, ard the best 

gus'ss that r ~.ould l!Ia ke, ";ithout Dlans, woUld be that 

, tl:l1s raiIroad woUld cos t about $156,,000.00. 

, my ,idea, if it was' nece seary to have such a 

I told him 
, ~ , 

railroad; 

,;<tmld ,bE! to run it aJ,on g the east side bf the , straight 
" 

, dr1ve east of the group' of expo.si tion bUildihgs in the 
. . ' . . .... -: " 

southernsite, ' ,~ , separated from it by -a ,Plantation, and lJ 

so al'ong the curved drive to the , vicinity. ' Of the eucaiyptus 
" 

' trees on '~oward , H1;1l, ,then :to run~ it ' into 'a 'd.eep , cut so''' . 
r . • . . - . ' 

a,a t 'o ,cross under a concrete arch the drive that ·runs south' ,., " , .. 
on this hill' frOm It\. dl,and Drive,~ and .'so' out , throu~ the 

, n~sery g~uhd to' tre brow of .'the h1l10ver.lo'ok1ng"serra 

' Can~ozi .. , ,I said I tl<l~ht that from ,trere t'O the,: no,t,th 
, 
r, 
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boundary of the -park it should be kept about 25 to 30 

feet below the level of the Mesa and aloost everywhere in 

cut, which, would be largely rook out, so that the west 

bank woUld be in part nearly vertioal. At suitable pOints 

there weUld have to be conorete ,foot bridges to oonneot 

w1~h t~e , walks descending into Serra Canyon. 1 did not 
" 

kriow how~ny, but certainly one and probably two and 

, possib,ly ,' three. 

L have no doubt that upon study we should 

r~cobDe~d a lot o~ retaining wall along the r ailroad. c 1 
, , ' 

, s,aid tiIa t n wOuld be ab'solutely essential to provide 

ali ar;hway to ciarry , the railroad 'over the north circuit . . . . ' 
" , 

drive. Then, thei rs \~qt1ld havE! t ,o 'be :a long concrete, 
, , 

.. viaduct with arches across the ravine north of the circuit 

drive. The,n , there WO,uld be about one-half uinile of 

~rllck ,north' Qf c-1h~ ' park to , connii9t' with the ~xist1ng 
, , " ' , . ,'.' ~ 

strE;l'et rai'lway. ,·1 thi)U~l1t t his ' railway ,would ' certainly 

. haVe' 'to ,' be ,built ~s a dOuble track ra:1,l'way , if it was ' to 
. ~ " ,-

,'be used to _b.ring p~oplo .from no_rth of the_Ilark to the 
} 

, ExPosition, With any satisfac,t;lon, anci of course a lot of 
. . .' 

cars would ',hav,e ' ~o ' be provld!'id. On, the ¥ib.6ie ,I ' ~11Qutht ' , 

. ,~ 
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$150,000.00 would very likely not cover the cost. Of 

course there wOuld have to be planting, fencing, 

culverts, shelter stations and various other items of 

exPense. I repeat that to carry the r ailway through } 

.in a cheap manner on the ,surface of the ~ound and on 

t~ Mesa would be ~uch an outrageously' injur:j.ous thing 
, , , 
fr9m the park point of vie'!v, that no park comrnis-Bion 

couJ;d be justified in consenting to H. 

At tines I have discussed the idea, vlhich 

'8~em~ to , ha~e heen the original i~ea, of having t his 

railway :!,n ~l1e bottom ' of ' Se'rra C-ru"l1f<m ,-l:lUt- w-hene\'-6!'·----"

'this was mentioned I , alvrays ' stated tha t it .~ms 11 very 
" . . 

poor project as it would fetch people fror.t the north of 
, , 

.the parI':. t o ,E:!. Ghto,enth street Bouth ' ot ;it instead of 
" ' 

, ' , 

,to :T",el'fth street; P.n'd the :cars i'lOuld be of 11 t tIe ",se t< 

, , vi~Hor~f1ri the park. as few ' v1Ri'to'rs ;'~Uld cal'e to 1? '. '. " , 
, , Under.take the cl1I'1p- rio~ ''the bo tt,.<ll1 , of 'the canyon to 

tho'mefja, and atill fewer "'WOUld care to confine their ' 
, , 

visit .to ,the park to tl).e ' bottom of' Serra Ca-nyon ; 
, , , 

.- , 
To, 

be 'of' use , to , visitorR to " the park the" 'r ailway certairily 
• " : 4 

, . 



" 

• Mr. Blossom, - g 

wou l d be better on the mesa, but tha t would damage the 

pa!'k landscape and the s afety and comfort of visitors 
, , 

to an u.'1warrantable de e-,ree' . It mir;ht be tha t the rall-

way would be as a whole less objoctionable 'in Serra , 
cimyon, but it 'would practically elilll1nate Serra 

• 
cany'bn from the park as a p la'ce of agreeable resort. 

Tp,erefore . I decided that the best route on the Wlole ~ 
. , 

, have 
would be that wl1ich I" described, about 30 feet below the 

mes,a on ,the Vlest' side. of Serra C·anyon. 

In ' conclusion I repeat that this matter shoUld 

. be d.iscus sed \'r1 'th Mr ~ .- l.!arst.on with the idea of gei ting . . .. , 

. ~ to do wh8.t he can to '; ~up;re~s th~~m.fJ.,!-~~~ ~tt\~\.~ 
. . 

until after the exposition is ,so far along that it coUld 

.. r~ve reoeived your letter, of' the 22d wh1~~ 
, . . 

, greatly relieves my inind.· ,r will m-ite again shortly. 

.' 
. . , 

Yours ~~l"'/ truly, , ~ . ' 
~o~e~ . ,,' . V " . 7 - ,. 

or --" 

.. 
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