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31st August, 1911.

Mr. Harold He Blossom, .
621 mimken BUlldln san Diego, Californiae
My dear Mr. B‘oeeum,
'I;have received your telcgram of the 29th
,;netanf as fbllowe:

. wIf trolley had to be in Park what
location ghould vou suggest? - Might it be
planted out in Serra Ccanyon?

I repliod ae fbllowe.

'"Advoeetee railwav across park
__ should negotiate with railway company who
would, if favorable, petition comnission
- for route to be determined by latter who
" would ask us to report if they are unfavor-
» . able or to submit plan and estimate i
o favorable. Will write." 3

I have Eg_deubt that M. SeTton'and others
are now. Dushing all the? ‘kriow how to got the railway
"un through the middle of the park, not only because
lthe*e are roal eetate 1ntereete which will be benefited
1by 1t but also because it will be very much eagier to

ehift the eite of the Exposition to - the middle of the i,

o
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park if they have the dofinite assurance of this electric
railway for access. The two projects, of coursa,
groatly help each other. If tho Exposition could be.
moved into the middle of the park, 1t would be essential
to have the electric railway run through the park in
order to afford proper transportion to the Exposition,
and if they can get the real estate interest to pay for
the rail%oad and the street railway company agree to
f_ run it, thev would £ind it much easier to move the
-Exbosition to the central site. |

: e My suggestion to vou is to confer with
7'ﬁf.'Ha?ston and, if he advises it, subsequently with
'Mr.fﬁahgeﬁhe;mé and try to pérsuade them to head off and
delay the eléctrlc‘railway project and‘even, if possible,
any general discussion of it,until after the work on
“‘the Exﬁoéiti¢n'at 3he.scuth¢rn site is 80 far advanced
‘that there will be no danger that' it will be noyed. It
'_seems'clear fb me'thét theré'can be no ufgeht necessity
:fbr the park commissioners to crant the electrlc
railwav routs throu"h the park at. the presant tima nor

'for a yoar or two.-'
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:Befbre'Allen had cnnceived'of the Exposition
site npposite Maple Streot, I discusséd.with him this
pnoject of an electric'railwa? through the park. As
‘you know, it had been urged by Colonel Collior for con—
siderationat the meetings of the cormittee, but 1
opposed it as stronslf as I could, and the comrtittee did
= not give it.any génaral dis cussion, probably thinking
'T_that it was not a matter which need be entered into
immediately. In my discussions with Mr. Allen he was

very gtnonglv o7 the opinion that such a reilway could

: -not possibly be undertaken as a business nrOpoqltion-

by.the San Die#o %tveet-Ral1wav Conpany. He said he

i knew a good deal about atvaet reilway manaﬂement and

finances, and he knew ‘the railway compony would. not 1like

" to constvuot and run tﬂlq rallway of a nmile and a half

3 jor more in 1enﬁth, with practical1y no business 1n that

e 7langﬂﬂ/ ‘and a railway which would develop comparatively

iR 1 5 residential territory north of the park which is

. not already faiwlv welf devsloped or. sufPicientlv 80" by

i the present conditions or from the railwav point of view'

i bv the railway runninb east end west north of the park.

'There appoared to. be only two advantages which could be n

- i i 2 . ' --"."‘
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claimed for it, one that it would shorten the running
time for people living north of the pgrk and east oirthe
golf club to the bﬁéiness center of the city, and the
othar that it would enahle more peopls tb vigit the
middle portions of. the park. It was verfectly obvious,
fhe thought, that neither of these considerations would
-weighpmuch with the railroad as monsv-making propositions,
nor would they even bagin to pay the running expenses
let alone the intorest @epreciation on capital account.
% Hgfaésuréd me that'there was n6 danger that the street

: railway conmany-would-undertake'the jobe Mr. sefton,

' on the contrary, ha; as sured me- that uhe ‘rallway pecple
uould certpinlv undsrtaka this roube, but he offered no
‘ eupporting financinl argument. I oowld only infer
il that the real eatate 1nterests would offor the negessarv

\

inducaments to the railroad, which, so far as I can 860,

"_fin addition to standing the whole cost of the route

fwould involve a guarantee of running expenses fbr a term
_-of yeara on the assumption that the 1ine cou*d eventually

.be made to pay the running expenaes or a: 1ittle mcre.
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In talking with me in this office last month,
Colonel Qollisr renswed his .assurance that this railroad
was necessary and would certainly be provided, whefhor
I advised it or not. He talked very boldly about the
sma;i‘amount of money it would cost, evidently having it
in'mind io lay only e single track with turn-outs practi-
cAlly oo'tho surface and }mmodiafely adjoining Midland
‘Drive. Ho said the rTailroad to Ocean Beach cost him and
his associotes only $13,600.00-a ﬁile. I told him that

- in my Judgment the Park Coimission would not be justified

s ot acoeptinﬂ any such kihd of railroad, and the best

gueos that I qould make, without plans, would be that

“this raixroad woﬁldtooot about $150,000400. I told him
my'idea, if it wao'necessary to have ouch‘a railroad,

would be to run it along the east side of tho straight

. drive east of the p_;roup of expooition buildinrs in the
southern sito, gut . separated from it by:a. plantation, and ?

. 80 along the curved drive to the. vicinity OF the eucalyptua

‘trees on Howard Hill, thon t0 runxit 1nto a doep cut, 80
as to cross undor a concrete arch tha drive that Tuns south
-on ;ois hil1 from Midland Drivo, and 80 out. through tho
nursery ground to the brow of tho hill overlooking SGrra

canyoris I said I thought that from there to ‘the. north
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boundary of the park it should be kept about 25 to 30

feet below the lovel of the Mesa and almost everywhere in
cut, which would be largely rock cut, so that the west
bank_wopld be in part nearly‘Qertioal. At suifable points
thére would have tc be concrete foot bridges to connect
'with-the:walks descending into Serra Canyon; I did not
Kﬁow howfhany, but certainly one and probablf two and
 possib1y three. : :

| I have no doubt that upon. study we should

raéohmapd a lot oﬁ retaining wall along the railroad. £
~s§id'that if would be absolutoly essential to pro#ide -
anjaréhway to éarry-tho:rqilroéd over the north circuit
drive. Than:théra would havg fp be h'long concrdte
,viad@cﬁ\with &rchas'aCross the ravine north of the circuit

drive., mhen there would be about one-half anile of

track. north ofrihe park to connect with the existing

X ]
»
)

‘strest'railway. I thought tqis rallway would certainly
,”haverto‘be buiit as a double track railway 1f it was tq '
;be used to brin" peopls from north o? tha park to the 1
;Exposition with any 3atisfaction, and of COurse a lot of
cars would have' tq be.providad.' on. the whole I thought

£
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$150,000.00 would very likely not cover the cost. Of
course thore would have to be planting, feneing,
culverts, shelter stations and various other items of
éxpensé. I repeat that to-carry the railway through
in a cheap ménnar on the Qﬁrface of ths ground and on
.thq Masa would be such an outrageously injurious thing
from the park point of view that no park comaission
'eoul,d be justifisd in consenting to it.

_ At tlnes I have discussed the idea, which
saems to have heen the original idea, of having thls
railwav 1n tne bot Son of: Ser*a Canyon, but-whenever ——

‘fthis was mentioned 1 alwavs stated that ittwaq A vary

© poor projeet ag it would fatch peopla fron thn north of

L visitors in the paVK as Pow viait ors woqu care to i

the par? to Pi«htoenth Street gouth of 1t instead of
to mwelfth etreet, and the cnrs would be of little use ti
'._undprtake the climb fron the botton of the canyon to
the mesa, and st111 fewer would care to vonfine tneir
!visit to the park to the bottom of Serra Canvon. To

bs of use to Visitorq to the park tha rallway eertainly
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would be botter on the mesa, but that would demage the
park landscepe end the safety and comfort of visitors
to an unwarrantable degfée. It might be that the rail-
waé would be as & whole less objoctionable in Serra
‘ -céngon, but it would - practically elininate Serra

~ canybn from the park as a place of agreeabla‘fesqrt.
Therafors, I decided that tle best route on the wols
would be that which A0S aribed, about 30 feet belew the

mesa on the west side of Serra Canyon.

In conclusion I repeat that this matter should

be discussed with ¥r. Marston with the idea of gotting
.him to do what he can to: slmpress the mﬁi%%ﬁ% ttb%irs
- until aftor the.exposition is so far glqng that it could
'not be moved. = ;

Lwhave received your 1ettar of' the 22d whioh}
qgreatlv relieves my mind. _I will write_again ahqrtly.

‘ Yu(/(r’y it etk
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