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Mr., Williem Dan&ld -
620 Timken Building, San Diegd, Uslifornia.

' £
_Dear Donald :

I have juqt heard from Hlossom thut the so0ll in
fwhtch you planted tha rooted cuttinge and seedlings hes again
'hsen ncting badly I am- very sorry indeed to heer this as
‘the " expenses are Btlll going on with appnren+ly little result.

. 3rom the beginning.I‘asked yqu to start a;compost heap and up

to the time I.leﬁt_nothing had ‘been doneiabcut ft. I realize .-

that you ha?e-d lot of things'to do and to'fﬁink gbout, but

.you mst realize that a c0mpost Te&y is one o7 the most es—
lsentia; trings forwplant-pgvpagation. At Heattle the very
: fifbf ﬁrfnp wé did was-tn ﬁake e'iarga ocmpost heap ‘and we
-mnintaihﬂd it throughout the en+ire propagating period thaf

is we nixed the soil witr layeis of MENUTE. and rertilizer and

1{‘_11me end with es mach leaf mould 8s we cculd obtain and turn-

il eqfit-qvgr every.few days so-&a to get.aifine dqcompoqed soil.
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Don&l& - 2. P

The chemist who examined the'soil stateg that pne-of the
:_'pr;ncipal things needed in the soil to éradicata the ob-
jeéfionaﬁla material is humus, and humus is obtained by
adding manure and then allowing it to décQﬂpoae. I wish
< yoﬁ-would start ihia-pila withoup any further delay, just
-eaat or your greenhouge. ft could be 20 or 30 feet long,
-3 reet wiic and 8 fmet hiﬁh. Build it up with layers of
soil and m&nura and leaf mou;d, Llime and gypsum. Then mix
them up and if. possible keep the sun avay from it so. that
Q will deoomposo'mora readily; I would also find some
aoil, even if you have to get it from boronada. thut seems
% te contain xlbre and has beqn wo*ked for vegetahles or
:somathinb elae. It muy be that you cen get several 1oads s,
- soil f:om.tha old boronada nuraery.;"hia soil 1s‘probcb1y
Iin‘gopd condition witﬁ ﬁhh'excepfionlthut it needs fertiliz-
"Ldf; Youroan.probhbl;:laérn‘ffom‘ur. Bcott whether'it die-
played any alkeline tendeney, ‘but in any g__p_;j_ and don't G
1delay any 1onger in gotting the préper soil conditiuna.-
5 6 ¢ I were you I would make & large lot of coproama cuttings‘ ;
at once as it 1ooka now as 1f we shoald have to use “more - of
' this plant as 8 background and filler than wa at firat tkought
Be sure to keep your frames ahaded yith_c;oth aa_th1a will
= prefﬁnt,thd elkali from risingliq'thé'surfgco,"  I think
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the best thing, ho?ever,-in to get several loads of soil from
aome other plaba that heas beqn used for & nursery or for

. vegetable ground. o not be discourgged because of this loss
of cuttings but just .go on and meke twice as meny cuttings as
hefcrq with the hope of getting the next lot and if you do get
thbrnaxt 1ot'that will offset those léét-:ecently. 5 sﬁould

'ilike-to_he&£-£¥=é=;nu if you got any results from the small
plﬁﬁtﬁ you put 1n_the s0il mixed with gypsum just before

R 4 left:_ As T reﬁ%@her that was the only soil in whicﬁ'you

1_use&’gyh§um. T :

With beat'wishes, I am,

Very truly. yours,
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