
31st August, '1911. 

• • 
~ Mr" W i"l.l i a.m Donuld " 

620 Timken Building , t:!an lJ1ego, ualifornie.. 

lJear Donald: 
• .-

I . he.'1e ,ius.~ heard frnm Bloss.om thc..t the s oi l in 

:nhich you . planted t h e r ooted cu tt.i n"s and seadl"ings has again 
). .. . 

~een nct'ina tta,<lly. ,I am ' v.ery :.sorrl; indeed to h ear th is as 

.the ' expense's ·are s till ' g o1ns on ?lith" apPllrently little result, 
." . . 

F rom the beg.1nning, .! · asked · you to start a :com·post . heap and up 
. .'-

to t.~e time t . left nothing had bee,n d one ' about it. I realize 

.. ' ths.t yOti ha~ea: lot of things' tp do and to ' t hink about" .but 

~(')u lII'.lst r.eal izo that , ac.ompost h'.e&,J i s , one of tl"e most es

s{)nt,1al tl:1nr;s fo r. plant llt"Q"p,agation • . At tj eat tle ,the, vet'y 

f irst tr..ing ewe 4 id . '-VaEl ' to ,ma3(e IS. lar~e oompost hea'P. 'and we 
, ' - . . 

rns.intaibod, it throughQut theent ire propagating perfod '; ' that 
.' 

is we rnixed." the · soil w1t"l; "layers of manure "and fertilizer ami . ' 
f . 

lime and wi .tl" as mu.c~ ·leaf mould as ' we .c ouid .obtain and ' turn.-
. , 

ed ·it O'1e1' every .few da,ys so 'lIs to get a · fine d~comp0i!ed soil", .' . 
. ' : . . , . 

<. .v0-

,. 
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The chemist who examined the soil stated t hat 'One of the 

pri.ncipal things needed in the 80il to eradicate the ob

jectionable materia.l is humus, and hUlllus :Is obtained by 

adding manure and then allowing it to dec~pose, I wish 

yo~ ~oulct' start this ' pUe without any further delay, just 

eaat Q1 "yO,ur greerihoU!1'e, !t could be ,0 , or 30 feet ""Ions, 

6 reet ''''i • and , 8 ' f t'l e~ high. Build it up with layars of 

soil and ~nur9 ahd leaf rJO\{tct, lime and gyPl!UIII, '!'hen mix .. . 
th,em up a.nd if " PQs8i,ble keep "the sun s:.fay from it so " that 

it ~i;t1. decomi>o,re mOre rsadili; I " would also find some 
. 

80il. ever-" if you have , t~ get it ,:from .u<?r'onada, thut seems 
" . . . , . 

to conta.1hfibre alld h1i.s been ,!"orlCed for vegetables or 

something else, It ma~ "be that you ,ca~ get several loads of 
. . , . 

soil from, the old Uoroilada ' nursery, ,This soil is 'preba bly , 

in geod condition with th-e 'exception that it needs fertil1z-
, ~, 

e"r, ' Yeu (Jan pre,bably ,learn from Mr. !:IcoH whe~her it dis-

p-layed o.ny 8."lkal1ne tendency, ' b~t in e,ny g~t" .!.t' a.nd "dbn 't 
. .' . c---

delay " any ' longer in g'tU~ th~ prdper seil conditi'ons'. 

"If I we're you I '"QuId , mA)ce a largll' lot of co"prosma "cutting£!" 

lit o~ce as it looks now as j.r"';e ~ho:.ild have to U8~"Diore ' ~f 
" , 

. ,. ' . . 
thls pl~nt as a background and , fHler than' we ' at "fl,rs t thouSht, ' 

, ' 

- prevent the alkali from rising to the 'surf.aoe ~ I think 

., 
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.. 
the bes4;. t h ing, however" i o to g&t several loads of so:l.l from 

aome oth!'l l ' plaoe that. has bec,n UGo(\ ,fo!' e. nurse ry or for 

yegetahle v;rO'.md. Do not -be dit1couraged because of this 108s 

of cuttings but ,just ,g o on and rnE.ko twice as m6.ny outtings as 

hefere ~ith the ho pe of getting the next lot and if you do get 

the next lot tha t will, offset those los t ' r ,eoently. I should 

like to he!l;r fz Iv sau if you, g·ot My res\.l..l.ts from the small 

:plant's YOlf JlUt in the soil mixed with gypsum ju~ t before 
" 

, r len. As' l reme<lnber thnt was t he only soil in which you , 

used gy,peUIn. 

:v1ith b~st ' ~'l.eJ:!eB J I am, 

" , 
Vs'ry tru. ly "yours, 

, . 

.; .' 

c-. \. ' . 
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