
DIVISION O F WORKS 
FRANK P . ALLEN. JR. 
DIRECTOR OF WORK S 

OLMSTED BROTHER S 
RECE IV ED , 

Mr. J. ' O. Olmsted' SEP 
9 14 AM ·11 

Dear Sir,':' 
I beg to 'report in reB!rd to the meeting o! the Park 

Bh,ard y'"ester~ , as follows: Messrs. Wangenheim and Beloher 

' membere of the Park Board present' at the ' meeting. 
, . . ' , \' 

Mr. Allen presented plan' /54" being grading plan for 

west :drive ,which I ,prepared under his direction for him; His 

-estimate 'on thie wae abo~~ $19,000.00, not inoluding planting. 

Profile ' also presente'd. ', 
. '" .. I ' hava sent bluepr~nte of all th~S data 

to the ' ' offioe '; ~der date of August 19th~ . After ful1 dis~ussion 

of tl).ie work it, wae turne,d dow~ ' ~Y the liark Board on 8.Q,co'o.nt of 
. ~ ' . ," . 

· its being too expensive and on acoount of its ,requiting outting 
. .' .. - ~- . . 

r . ' ..- e'("e· / 
~f trees where the entranc,esw&e ohanged and, especially between 

Nutmeg and, Qiiinoe. . , 
I then preflented to theParkB()'a:rC\ 'p:ourplan 

#1012 for th6 'revision of west : drive 'from ,Date ,st. to Nutmeg st. .. . , . . ~ . 

This w~s 'acoepted bY'th8 Park B~ard~ Mr. Allen roughly estimated , 



• 
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• $9000.00 to give a . good surface, such as that on the middle drive 

of ' the Park- from 'the Country Club running south 3327'. You will 

remember that this is :the portion of the middle drive north ,of 
- ~ 

the oiled part. Which
1
is now · in such humps. This ' road i s to be 

32' as you speoify, with walks as shown on your plan. The Park 

Board authorized Mr. Allen to go right ahead with it without 

wai ting f.or pla'n of the whole drivEl. 

As I have now sent you ' the rest of the ,information 

for t~e we~t side of the Park ' I hope you can send me pian for all 
. '.., . 

~ 
of the west· drive, as that would be the best way for me to get 

• J 

your ideas, although I think from Nutmeg st. on it will be simply 

.whit you have already shown from Juniper st. to Nutmeg: that is 

,putt.ing the new .road: on the 'west side of the old one. and , thEi walk 

whe·re the' east side of t he " old ro a d was. 

. ' The Park Boara instruct~d me to prepare planting plan 
. . .\ ' 

improvement of ,·this drive-; also to improve the planting for .the 

a:n D.1.9n~ the . west '8'i9,e of the " Park from Junip.er to Up as , particu

;l.arly to 'Be~ .away from the spptted .e,ffect of pl~l.Iiting. as it now 

. exists; . als'o ther are ve'rY, anxioll-s to ·have !!. lawn of. two to, <S; hre'e 

. . ' acores •. t o be '. kep,t up in the. very .finest cp-ndiUon. ' I looked the 

ground over , c'arefully !)Jld the be's1j, place" for ' ~uch a l.awnis from 
: ... . " ~. 

JUniper st. r~itlg north 'aco~pie of bl~Cks.·Thereare tre.es . . . / .-

here that·. w.ould give a little. shB.de around the,' e'dges .of the laWn ' 

and one or two , group~ of ~ucia~:ritus i~ the laWnihelf . I . have 

l;l~eurell f rom my frien~, Mr. Cox';. :who i s: ~ow , t he · lands<;lape . engineer ' 
~ •••• ' '. .' t"'~ " 

,.' forthe ~o~ Ange les ' ~rk'8 ', :plilll ' of a 'sohemethq are uSiD,g .on . " 
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their ~inest type of 'lawn, .whioh cuts down the sprinkling expense 

. after the first expense ' of laying tne pipes. I will send you 
-print of this. At Maple St. there is suoh a heavy planting of 

peppers a.t either side of the' entranoe and then of Euoalyptus 

east of these and north t~at it would be impossible to have a 

lawn here. The ground also is not nearly as level as on the ·area: 

fro~ Juniper to Laurel. The Perk Board wish me to present this 

plant'ing plan with estimate at their meeting next Frida:y. 
~ ~ 

I have been studying shrubs and trees that are mos~ suitable to 
~ 

this cOuntry in connection with Riverside planting, so that I · 

shall be, able to use a great many of the good things that the 

~ . .' " nurserymen ·· in. ~his iocality are now oarrying. . If possible I 

". shall tEur~ a trip to Santa ~arbara to see stook there and get 

,. 

. goo.a, ' prioes~ 
. .\ In aooordanoe ' with ,your suggestion in a recent letter 

I . p,ropos.e~ to the Park Board that they.' schedule the work to be 

done by their appl'opri~tion of· $lOO.,OOO~O(). I handed them a . . .' " , . 
" . , 

sohedUle, . ,tiiJ{en very largely fr9m your. letter to Mr. W411genheim . , . . \ . ~ .' , . 

~nder date .of 'Augilst 15th. ,.I enclose herewith oOl?Y of this 

sche4ulEi. '. Fpr improving thi Burfaoe of' .middle drheI .had no 
. r. . . .. . . .. . - . 

. figure. It cost the Park . Board to improve the 3327' ·"from the 
o. 

Country' Club south $2',700.,6.0; it would. the;efore l?robably cost .' . .... '.' '. . '. '. . 
a littl~ more ' to . c6ntinUe' .this ilnpro':vement doWn ' to the 12til. at • . 

, en~ranoe, as this measures ··5400'. · The" e8t'i)llat~for 'plantitig 

; 20 acres t .o palms in Oabr~l~'o CanYon seems very hfgn.. Mr.' Allen .. 
, 
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ma'de this estimate with me and I f:l,gllre~ the pBJ.'nis at the ' regUlar 

trade prioe, · whioh made the 3900 palms oost $8,077.00. Tpe ot~r 

figures were .Mr. Allen's on the cost of work and I cannot at this ' 

time send statement of these. ,Mr. Allen's estimate oame to 

$18,000-.00 to do this work: this was 
, ~ 

acre, but ~sing ~anure 

allowing twenty cords of 

as a thiok muloh around eaoh manure to the 

palm. I oonsidered this estimate altogether too high and so 

showed it as $15,000.00 in the sohedule whioh , I handed the Park 

' Board. For lawns on the west wide I ' alloWed between $500 and 

for putting in the water pipe system: it would probably be -) ',$600 

" , ~ore 
~ 

nearly $600. • like to know \vhat we figure in the 
-3s~c;;:.. , ~ 

I should 

" 

east on the cost of making a 
, ,17 0 .-t.{..." 9- J'U'>6.;r, 

lawn per acre; also how muoh seed 

we usuaily recommend. I notice Dreer reoommends five bushels. 

Thifi seems 'to me ,rather heaVy, but m~ f ive the best results 
" . . ~ . 

beoause ,it will "orowd out all the weeds at the very ' beginning. 

, , The 'out in ,$ll,OOo.bo on account of the west drive 
, -.' . . - \ . 

will bring t h is estima:te down to the '$l00!OOO.00. I roughly 

, all~ed '$4,000.00 for pla!lting along the west side. The Park 

Board would ' ,not agree to , the idea , of' laying out all their work 

a.t' tl)..iB time. They prefer to do on~ pieoe of work at a time and 
" , , ' , ' . ' ~ 

c'ontinu,e in this 'manner Until 1!heir money fs , use'd up. I notioe 

an incli~tion 'o,n Mr .. Wangen4~im'I3, part to avoid spending thEiir 

$lOO,OOO.PO the first :,year. I judge this,, :to be d.ue ai,therto a ' 
" 

laCk of oash on hand, .or to a desire, to spread the work out over 

a ', long'er padod of ;time. 

. ,~ 

tn regar~ to the Pa.i~canyon, the Park Board wni, not , ../ 
,0:' 

as yet :agree, to -rplanting it. They will ' agree. however" to pay 
, " 
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-
· ~or all the stock whioh was bought f0r this purpose and Mr . 
. Wangenheim directed me to subm-it to him a statement of just 

. ,what was paid for these palms and all ~he cost of digging, 

.. 

• 
hauling and subsequent care. , 

., 

) , 

, . 

.. 

Very truly ydurs, 

.. r-0' 

r 

. .' 

.. 
/ 
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