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• 
Dear .Mr . Dawson: 

two 
I re cei~ed y ourAlet ters .of t he 23rd 

instant. I have r ead 'v1th interest y .our letter t.o · 

Blos som and y our var:Lous te legrams wi th referenq.e t .o 

the ' ExIlOD it ion site at ~an Dieg.o . I am gla.d y,ou s ant 
\ 

t h ose telegrams and h?'pe when you g et t o ~a.n JJiego 

y .ou will huve a c.onference wi th the President .of the 

Park Board anri·wit.h.th e h elp .of Hr . Marst.on endeav.or, 

.o f moving the 
.r­. , 

t.o c.onvince ' him .o f 

site · t.o t h e middle 

t he undesirability 
~ 

of t he' pa rk'. 

r 

It, was a surpris'e to me to le arn that 
~ . . 

Blossom ha~ .permitted h imself to b e p 9rsuadad by Anan Ia 
t. ", : 

argUments, which of c .ou rse were g eed en.ough if the land 

, .. ... 
- ',' 

• / 

,. 



.' 

, ' 

r 

,~ 

-~,..-...-- -~ 

Dawson - ~. . , 
-

was simply vaca.nt land and not a city park,. 

I did not give very much thought to expra~n1ng 
• 

t he matter specifioally to Blossom. I suppose ' I took it 

for grant ed that he was fl.Ullilia.r with t h e primary purpose 

of large parks as you a.re and , that, he would oertainly do 

everything 1n his power to support our pla.ns and recommen­

da.tions. I realize now, as I did not before, that he 

aotually has been kept in i gnor, noe to some exte~t ,of 

what I wao saying ' and thinking in tlj,e matter. 'a.nd it was 

certainly very careless of~me not to keep him better post-

ed'. I dictated a brief argument in favor of our, oi te and 

against Allen's f or Mr . Munroe a few days before I l~ft • 

hefuaving request ed me to d b so in orde r that he could 

set ,down correctly my views as expressed at the m~ eting 

of the ,Buildings and Gfounds Committee at wnich Allen 
-, 

pioposed his site. I have forgotten the dat~. but my 

impression 1s ~hat it was May 11th. You cen probably 

get a ~ppy of th'is f rom }.{r. }.{unroe • .. 
' As a .matter of fac t a~majority of the Buildings 

• • 

and ,(}rounds ' ciommittee were with me. but that does not 

tlctus:.llY count for much as 'e.gainqt (Jollier and Sefton 

and t h e Park lJominission . I h a.ve' seen' by clippings that 
" -
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th 1., t :;;i11 If there is a new commission when you get ere 

of ' course be all t he more importa.nt for you to con:f·er with 

\ t hem informally a bout the me.tter and try to get t hem to 
, 

appreciate our point of view and to protect t h e park from 

the very great de.ma.g e which VTould result from placing the 

Exposition in t h e middle of .it. 

If the southern site is finally decided against 

I should prefer for second choice the western border, 
~ 

notwithstand ing t he damage wh ich would result to t h e plan-

tntio~s a.lready under way. J Excep~ as regards the perma­

nent buildings, the plantations coulcl be restored in a 

few years, . so that I s h ould not consider the da.mage ' to 

the park scheme as a whole a very serious one-- nothing 

a.t all comparable with the dama.,e which would r~sult from 

'having the Exposition i~ t r- e middle of t r e park . . ' 
• 

If they will not agree to the west'ern border 

I should ' prefer ,to ' Jti0."'1e t he pormanent buildings as close 

as p-ossible to the northe rn bord.er so t he.t they could be 
'\J 

partia.lly screened by plantations from t he mesa views after 

·tbe EXpositi0zi is over. Th is s.He would only be ad opted 

I pre~dme in cnse the ~treet Hailway Oompany agreed to 

. '.' / 

/ ' 
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build a line through -the pa rk. I think s llch a · street rail­

wa.y th:::oough the park wou.ld be exceedingly injurious an'(t ob­

jectionable, .yet net naarly so much so if properly located 

and screened 8.S t : .e permane.nt build ings if located in . the 

south ern part of the golf grounds. 

Allen h UB v:ired n.n(\ written t h at Brazil is to 

put up a. great build.1. ng and spend a l a.rge · sum on its ex­
that 

hibit amt t hore are indications of o'Cher countries and , 
.1\ 

s.tates pa rtie ipat iug which v,~. ll noeoss 1 tAte a great increase 

.in t he area. of g roun!, t o be covered by the Exposition. I 

t h ink·, · for ~is own purposell. he g rea.tly exaggerates this. 

I believe the 20 or 30 acres oxtending from the Goutherly 

Bite along up t h e lf1 ::1 l a nd Drive " e.nd on " owa!"d · H:!.ll will 

be e:nple to tnke care of 1111 foreign g O'f s.l'nment s r.nd statel:! 

desirinc- ttl ' rect bu :lldin:,!~ . :But such a statement would 
- ' 

he vel;y ouch t.l.ore cOhvj.noj.nt if s.ccompan ied by a · plan sho\'{-

ing the bt.,ildings and· their approaches and su:rroundings • 

. I w.ill· lea,;f,e yO:,t and TIlol.lso;:1 to work up ·such a plan. 

Before leaving I as,ked B,1~B6Qrn. to exparld and, 

aomplete my plan · 110 . ~ oval' on to Howa.r cl Hill, around the 
. ' 

lake anc~ "down the Spanish .0l;l-nyo"n. trea.ting t h e latter I 

,.t . 
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If not I nhull on ·l o.d i f y ou ..,111 <loe t.hat it 1:. ,done 
. . 

' co t"'!ct 0 '..11' ·plan Nc. 3 ':'111 look suff:ci ntly complete 

in comp;1.l'is"n 1;lit. f'toollhlw'n pI/i II for t he cOltral g1te . 

I ~nclone copy of the notEl~ I mad~ for a pparent-

ly. d~3irto1."! (~Ol'l" c t .ions in (,oodhuH IS plnn f or th", southerly 
, 

s ite', O~.· u', l '?ast in 8<1Jnp C(,.!H' S flug(t'esti onn f or further oon-

sid~~6..t:i on . 

A.pprlrf!Il~ ly tns 11(1-1 010 sit e oU "stion .. carl be de­
• 

terr.ri111d lly t ~ n"'" p"eoirlcnt of t.re Park Commission . 

Tf he'is t ho roU(1'hly cOlwinced thl'!:t t ho southern s ite is 

hos": r'l'" . t ~ piL"k I feel TIC doubt. thut he a.rt(i •. [-::-. Har,at on 

o£.n lTet t,"') mfltt~.:' ,lp,~.icl FHl ~ha t v-:ay . I i.r ink everyth ing 

JJoseirlf'> should b~' don0 to ge t tl:e Park CororaiSGloll to 

n n6.c\"s tan1 t' e t:lL-tter inforllle.11y before i t o,omes up in any 
\ 

fqrmQ.l r.:{~etinr . r.nrt i f: '- posaj ble t o commit them to tl:e s outh-

.~ Very t rnly you rs, 

. 9 Co/' ,. 
\7 
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'.' / ( li!ncloBur.e. ) 
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