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30th June, 1911. 

L 

Hr. James Frede~ick Dawson, . 
621 Timkin Building, 8an Diego, California. 

Dear Mr. Dawson: 

~ 

Replying to your xetter of the 25th 

instant from Seattle with regard to contingencies 

in the San Diego matter you put two questions to me. 

First, if the ~lectric Railway north and south through 

the park is decided upon, just how I ~dvise r9lating 
, \ 

it to the canyon; and, el(lc.ond, whether I should prompt-

ly resign in case the Park L:ommission dec ide. ' to put 

the Exposition in th~ . center of the park substantial­

ly in aC'c'ordance with Goodhue's plan. 
v 

l·[y idea. about .the· electric railway has not 

bee'n worked out so that I can g ive you no very close 

des cription of it. In general my idea :is to have it 

fairly .near the ' t.op ed,ge of the canyon east of the 

/ ' .' 
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Dawson - 2 • .. 
golf grounds, say about 30 .or 35 feet below the summit. 

I sl)ould have it entire'ly in cut except where it must 

cross the little ravines. I would mnke the uPhi~l side 

very nearly vertioal and have a wall along the downhill 
, 

side wherever the right-of-way is not in 5 or 6' cut, 

with the top of the yiall It- or 5 feet abO'le the track; 

and where circumstances admit of .it, filled up outsjde 

the wall wit~ earth sO that shrubbery can be grown 
~ 

with every advantage of elevation. In other words, I · 

would make the rail~oad as nearly as prac~icable a sun­

ken road similar to the transverse roads in cCentral 
: 

,Park, . New York, except, of course, much narrower, and 

I should exPect shrubbery and 'vines to be pla.nted on each . . '.' 

side so as to -make the railroad pract1ce.l·ly invisible. 

I should combine the poles with the uphill side bank or 

a . wall bracketing out ' to hold th e t 'rolley, wires. By 
, . 

,keeping it about 30' below the cre~t there \'7oul (l~be 
. c--

he1gtt-t enou>;h for bttshes 5 or ~ feet high without obstruct-

ing the Be·neral. horil\ or: ta,l view. a..c.ross the canyon. I 
, .. 

. ' should study overhead :.and under orossinGs for dri'res 
. r f. 

and walks whereit .would be desirable ' to h ave them. If. . . 

a ' walk goes ' over it w.onld not· bo by a nariow st eel bridge 
• . I • •• .' • 

. . 
but 'by a concrete . arch o.bout 60 .f eet .wi d e. so ·tha t the ' 

" . ....,..':....:.. .. ~ 
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arch could be covered with shrubbery on each siele of 'the 
., 

path. Where ,the driye goes under at the ravine near the 

Golf Clubhouse it would be necessary to work nut some 

scheme for a conorete viaduot for the eleotric railway, 

with good high parapets sufficient to ' hide at l east the' 

, running gear . I should advise the Park COlllll1 ission to so 

arrange the agreement that the 'work should not only 
, 

be planned and supervised by them or by US for them, but 

that the work should aotually. be done by the Division of 

Works and paid ~or ~omplete by the Railway Uompany. 

If sOI~e suoh arrangement is not ' made they are sure to 

get into just such 'a deplorable r esult as is already in­

dicated in the case of the Pursell Railroad. Of course 

the Railway Uompany will object that t he cost of, such 

a line as t.:is \\,ill be prohihitive, but it seems to 
. \ 

me the friends of ' the Pa rk might stick for that and 

perhaps ~ause the abandonment of t Me rOject • . , , 

As rega~ds t h e route for tho electric railway 

from the. vi~inity ~f th~~ursery southward, 1 believe 

that the purposes ot the railway will be thus subse~ed 

... b'Y cros~ing u~der th~" Midland Drive and ' following ' down 

the south 's1de ' of the I:lpan,ish 'Uanyon, keeping ,suff;1cient"': 
, .' 

ly lbw U'e 



-
Daws on - 4 • 

. arrangement . suggested far the route north of the nursery. 

This Spanish .Uanyon route would of course out through 

the spur near the line of Date ~treet, perhaps by a 

tunnel, and follow the east side of Cabrillo Canyon down to 

11th Street. It would be. doubtless, less . damaging to the 

southern part of the park to adopt a route something 

like that .shown on Goodhue's version of our plan; namely • 
• 

juat east of the valley on the east side of the group of 
J 

Exposition ~11dings, and i f the Exposition is going t~ be 

at this ' 's outhern side and an eleotric railViay raust be 

construoted, undoubtedly we should have to Gtro~F.ly ob-

.i ect to the route I suggested g oing through tr..e Date 

Street spu·r. That east of the Exposition g roup would be 

the next best ' thing. The ~d~~ .you suggest of keeping 

southward along t he s i de of the Serra Canyon bel.ow nur-

,sery and thence out to 19.~h . Btreet or th e reabouts would 

lose a grea1< part 6f Ue advantago of 'crossing the park 
~ . , 

as r~gards d.istanc e in getting fro)n pOints north of the ' 

park to the ' center Q'f th'Ei ci.ty a t ' ?th' o,nct 1) tltreets. 

If they a ra ,itolng to slas·h. t'hrou~ t h e park with 'an elec-
. . . 

r' 'r' • • • 

tric railway it s eems to me , they ought to get all the 

. advantage PO~,sib~e ' in 'dis,tanc~, ~, ·bu.t · a't- the .. s~e.· time : they / 

, o\tght to b'e compelled to aP.end enouEh mcney .to reduce th~ . '.' . 
v0-

· 1~jury to the park to a.minimum in the way ~ h~ve indiccted. · 

, 
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-- As regards resigning from the j,o'b, I have repeat-
, , 

edly contemplated it in my oVin mind and have som~times thought 

I would thr~aten to do so, but whenever I have known or heard 

of caoes of such thr.p.atening they have alwayo seemed to me 

to be of qestionabl~ advantage. It strikes me that it would 

be better to act in th~ ay you suggest; that is, to put 

i'n our prote!;" t, together with our res,ignation, after the 

matter has been f ormally, decided. That I am quite prepared 
, \ 

to do if t he site is dHtermined anything like ',Goodhue 's 
• 

~ plan; that is to say, 'Rith the permanent bu i ldings prac-

tically in the middle of the Oen~ral Mesa. I am ,inclined 

to think, howe"ler, that with Mr . Marston 's help we ctluld 

fo~ce a compromise by which ~he permanent buildings would , 

either be close to Sixth Street or else close to Upas 

Street at the 'north end of the park. In either of those 
, \ 

ca~es I feel that we should not be justified ~n resigning 

e"len though the park would undoubtedly be ~ery considerably 

injured by them ' , 

.' The whol~ ma.ttp.r scemff~now to r est with the new 
. ' 

Park Commissioners Quccoed1ng' Braly , Harrison and Vogt. 

I shoilld hope :that you and Mr. Yarston, by appealing to 
.. 

them p'ri"lately and informally m,i~ht be: able to hold them 
f y ~ 
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back from adopting Goodhue's plan. 

It is to be nqte d that according to the estimates 

Allen made it w~l be impossible to ca rry out the bridge 

aoros6 08bl:'il10 Canyon sh ow.n on Goodhue 's plan, and I think 

~n s everal other 'r es pects it will be pro'red by a careful 

estimate t h at Goodhue's plan will cost very nearly if 

not quite as much as mine , e'ren wi thqut t h e bridge. 

For instance, Allen i ns ists upon the cos t of asphalting' 

t~e approach drives to t he main group on 4my plan, and yet 

when I show that Midla nd Drive ~rom l~th Street to the 

middle. 'of t he park wou l d h ttve to be aspha lted he backs 

out and says "no t ha t can rema in as it i s .· 

Another item,I see no reason to doubt t hat t h e city will 

PUt in t he principa l water ma in and res e rvoir as a part of 

t h e 'Water work~ but I had t o a gr e e · t ha t for pres en t pur -
. . 

poses we s h ou l d have to assump. th~t i t wou l d be ~one by 

the ExPos+ t ion. If .the Ci ty PUts it i n of cours e h e will not 

'make much of a saving in t he item of wat er supply on Goodhu £" s 

site. e;? 

. Fina lly ,' in r egard to . r es i gning J I sh ou l d pr ef e r 

. that you s ;bnply call at t ention to t he c laue e""'!t1l our ·oont r act 

i 
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9 by which the Park Oommissioners have a.greed to .give us an 

opportunity to report on any matter affecting the appearance 

of the park. After a vote h ps been passed, if thaI-I} should 

be on.e in favor of Goo'lhue·ls site, you can put in a protest 

and request a delay 9 1 fficient to ~nable me to submit a 
, . 

report; or wha.t would be better, I think, inst0ad (If their , 

adopting a vote in favor of Goodhue1s site,. to ' paso a vote 

requesting 'me to repo r t on the matter. I confass I dt not 

see vr at ~ircumstances .El.ra lik ely to aris e ·.~'r. i ch would make 
• 

it neoess a ry for ,y ou to offer our r esignation so su!!l:d .nly 

a.s not to be a ble eye n to telegraph me~ about i t , but if 

it dof' S appear to you t.h<.o t 'vay ,You co..n resign subj ect to 

my confirmation. 

Very truly yours, 

\ . , 

Thi's .le-tter 'was not ready 
sign before he was ,obriged to 

... 

for M~. Olmsted to 
lea.'Te ~he office • 

• 
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