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30th June, 1911.°

¥r. CGeorge %. Marston, Chairman,
Building & Grounds Committee, Paname-California
. Exposition, Yan Viego, California.
My dear ir. Marston: |
I received your letter of the iuth in=-
sgant'a faw days ago &nd th&nk you very puch for it.
I have since heerd from Mt. Blossom, under
&ate Qf Juﬁe 20th, 23d and 24%th and from Mr. Allen under

date of June 20th, together with clipoinas, so I am

' pretty well posted up to the 24th, The lest news is

that thé Park Oommisaioh haes regsigned and I heve not yet

" heard wbo the new Park bommissioners are, I cincerely

_trust that you will be Presidant of the new Park Board.

it 1s clearly far more 1mportant that you should be

’}'in tnat offioa than Ghairman of the Buildings & Grounds

Oommittee, if you oannbt be both. Oying to Mr, Frank Allen

' Jr!é energetic but mistaken advocacy of the central

-



site, the whole future velue of the park to ;t_.he.,(iitj'- is
greatly jeopardized. Vhether the site question ﬁes'o:_has‘
not, béen ected upon by the Park Uommission, whepybu:redeife
this I should be glad if ycu would insist that thev refor
the matter to me for report, in accordance with the clause
1n our agreemant w1t§?§?ﬁviiiuz that all matters affecting
the 8ppearanue of the park which it 1s 1ntended to decide
contrary to our sadvice ghould bg referred to us for report
before final action is teken, | =

. I have felﬁ that I could not ;éry'well gend in
.8 report on the subject on the esgumption that, the Park
Oommiasion.were going to Adecide against our advice when

: I have had no indication of hair dintention to do so.

It is very much fo be regretted that such
“uqusdaliy qble men &8 Frank Allen and Goodhue shoula be-
ﬁo.ébsoiﬁtély:ignprant of the landscape value of large
"publi§ pérke as they'appear'to be.” They evidently, like
neafly’ever§body elqe;<reg&rd the park ss vacant city
t'land awaiting adornmnnt by bui]dinpa and garden dec-

gorations.‘ '

il haveﬁégnt:a copy'of_mygfather'a pamphlet
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cellad “The Justifying Value of & Public P@fk*:tolﬁ;. Allen .

'hnd also a copy to Mr, Blossom. If you huve:ﬁot‘a}fagdj"‘

read this interésting pvapar I should bve glad if you wbuxd

vorrow it from one or the other.

There was an article by Mr, Pursons entitled

- "Oantrel Park® in Harper's Weekly for M@y_27th. I have

only read the beginning.of it but that appoars to heve
be&ring as en argument &gainat plaainy buildings and oth—
er oaytreneocus matters in & lerge public park and it woulq
be worth yaur while te read it. 2

: X deairr 1o egein express ﬂJ grest “s"*et th
I relt it nocessary te leave San Jivgu lirinﬁ this most,

impoytart ccntrOverey. but I hed the strongest kind of -

. ' 'personai reasons for deing so. I fully beliave that

Mr. Dewson will be just as cepable, if not more so, of

\

' convincing wavering members of the Park Commiseion and

; L 3 s H ,ls. . 3
,lof the.Enildinga & Grounds Uormittee ss I should myself

be ware ) o there.

~

N; Blossom haa aaid in ono e¢f hia letters thet

ho heaitatad to appaar baforp uha ”ui}ﬂinf % Orounds

0mmmi“tee baaauae ou“ cont"aut waa wiih tve Park Commission.

1f you think it D~opﬂr;-1 think 1t~wou1; be well for you

te notify ﬁim to be presént:at:al;lmeatinéﬁl‘ Hi will not,
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T think, be obtrusive or too loquaciocus, but it ssems ﬁéoy-j:

ar ihat you; ags Uhairmen of the Qe@mittee, ghould invite
| his opiﬁion updn any mapter‘&fféoting tha uﬁpearance of
the-park before the general diacuesion zoas too farlin
‘each instance. : & | A
Mr, Dawson hes & great deel of work in the Bast
end North end is not expecting to atey mofa then & week i

or twe er pessibly three in Sun Diego at this tima,

i I-trust, the;efére, thet you will be cble to make yse of his -

presence to good edvantese by obteining bja cpinicns on
ﬁllAimportant ﬁoﬁica likeiy te be benafited by ;fat he
can SeY pﬂrsonally.

: It 4s pﬂrheps well for me to add; as I axplained
' Lo ur Blossom, ‘that in case the naw Pork Commicsion de-
cidas positively &galndt th= uoxuhurn :ta, my soecond

choice would be Era ﬁ"utern bocdar of the purk keoping

tre Empoaiﬁiﬁn ﬁnhirely weat of ?hbr L1o urrgon. & real&he :

tha t thia wo.tlu bqv o ~?r 1orable in:jury £o0 the we.rk which
haé”bpen done, 3npeciully 1nAthe way of plantvng. but I

B nm,thcrou5hl"_cﬁnvinced “at the plantations could be set=
ﬂfaotorilg restorﬂd-within *i*o or ﬂit yﬁure uf*tr the
Expcsiiion 13 over and trat whatever d&mnge is ¢ one there

i be
:ouldn xt*smaly small in uompariSOn with the tremenjoua



femese, not to say ruination to the park which'wauld.reguif
from placing the Exposition, and eapecially thefperﬁnnegt
buildiﬁgé. cn the Uentral Mesa, If, howevar, the.PFrkl’
Oemniassion eannot be convincad of thid, my third cgholce
wculﬁ'be to place the permanant bulldinge as close es pba-‘
‘sible'tn the north.houndary on the usgumption that plane
tetions'souph of them wnuid‘eventuully screen them from
the Central Meas lendscaps aftarithe mrpnsifion_is_over.

I also ~.x'ent*.n'-m to warn you 1,} gt Mr, Frank ‘.&lian',
in his anxilety to have tha cantral : i* dotarmined uﬁon,
will he likely to make gtrong thtPhPPLﬂ #g L0 the acono=
my whioh oon be effected in that site. Ouz ,La‘ icg of the
;.éstimtteg ef sost of construction convinces me that the
elemént of cost cugﬁt to be véry ﬁhoroughly Qtudiqd
-lrﬁgfore fhgt or eny other gite is finelly adopted, anq-in
- guch o matfef as'+rat cemsidering thet 1t tokes only

“12 or 15 d&jﬂ to eommunicat wifb ne. aud 1o rseeive

— .

‘_my renly, I think it iq no mors then reuaonvbla that
‘I ahould ba fully 1nfarmed aa to plang end estimetes
'before *inal aation 1a takcn on t%&m,fhrd whan ery guch
:estimate i§ preaented to me it s“rulA be wccompenied by

the dﬁt&ilﬁ of quantit*ﬁa and priueé 1n HH muny 1tams as
'pogs;hlg;ag thet I May ha-envbled to pasa upon the mat-
3_‘terlinteiiigantiy} Thaua dﬂtails ehoulu,va*y likely not,
"-be prosentﬂd to tha qumittea or - othera, ae it will be «///J

S

utficient for tbam to Xnow thh total of aach item, as

-
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in the ocatimate already submitted by-Hf; Allen,

In his telesram and letter to me.. Hr Frank Allen
says that Brazil hes decidad to apend one and a hrlf
milifon dollars in huildingas and exhibitions at the Sen
Diego SBxposition, nﬁd trhat the Indications are that other
foreign governments snd seme of the gtates will apprepriF
ate mush more than ﬁcs «f one time thouxht_liknly; and hence

ha conr ludes that the southern aite would nof be a deair-

" ablo one an it would not afford apbce enoush for such ex—

tansive buildings end improvenente. T dlecagree with him
3n t%is wview. I think the =zpaaqgn provided clong Hiﬂland
Drive, a*ound the propesed lake end en Howard Hill will
bs emple for g1l thess PuUrpos

I shall be very sled if you would write me fully

= from time te time with regerd fo matters uf importsnce,

although I realize thet you ere excaedingly\busy with your

‘ évnlbuﬂinehs_aﬁd-that vou have 1ittle time te devote to

i.lattag;writing;'

Very truly yours,

.
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