
S81 Franc:isco, 3rd ' June , 1911 

Hr , Geo . '.'! . Harsi;.on: 

By Dee~ Mr. H8.rston : 

I pant to t ank you most heartily for all 

YO'cE' :::indnesses "".1.1'\. for your constant and able support of 

me in IH'ofessional mat t ers. I owe you besides: r:r nos t 

sincere "!pology for having put off at""Jending to the SU.b-

division o.t' your land a cross ~ cEnyon :rom your house • 
• 

" I t did not OCCU.r to me that it was I)Ossible J~h;lt the Park 
~ 

Board nould be compl etely Cl1Snf!,ed. L run u s ed to Park 

Boards continuing in the rtl3.in nt1nt a consi sten t l)Olicy 

can be pursued. 

I n '.7rt tin!:, a rnemorandum for inser tion in Mr. Mun-

roe' s record "\s t o 1.fr . Allen ' s propo sed site, I :'ool\. tl10 

liberty of su ,!-gesting, as my second ChOice, the gl~ouping 

. 
of t~e buildinGS on the ridge between 6th. st. q~d Canon 

Cabrillo. I did this in order tha t if the High Schoql 

Hill site is not approved by the EaY9r ~."\d Park Commission 

yO'.1 would perh8})S be bet ter able to l{eep the cho'1ce f rom 

being Strung by Hr . Sefton to t~1e mes a in t118 middle of the 

park. Anfthing 'would be bett 8r t han tha t. If the people 

who ':2.nt n,n electric r 8.ill1ay th~ough' the middle of' the P3.rk 

succeed in th~t outrage upon the park I Gndscape , I p,hoUld .~-
. 

vise that every possible effo:;:ot be ,lnade to locate t~1e eXpo-

si tion close up against t:1e '1o:rth boundl;TY, especi21lyr the 

per manent buil'lin:::s . - " 
'. , 



• 
As \'1ell 0. S I Cr-J 1 i1'3.ke out, col. Collier appointed : 

Mr. Se:fton to t8.:~e his pl8.c€l, f'or the express purl)O Se, of' 

get ting t:.e 8:t.8ct2.'ic r ailway t hrour-:h the micld.le of' the park 

a11d. I f'e a.r t hat l.fr. Se:fton vlill agree to dividing the eJq)o­

sition ').n<1 p :-trk work among 10CRl contractors and local ar-

chi t ects and to the Unionizing of' t he TIhol e \'! ork, in re-

t urn :for harmony and the granting of' .the right-of'-way up 

through the midd.le or the park for ;:m electric railway. , 
Mr . Sef'ton told I, e the electric r ail\7ay people :favor the 

scheme '.-:hich su.rprised me a s I should not suppo se such 8. - . 

line ';'1Ou1d pay. :for In ''' ny years; However, it \"'loulel p&.y tIle 

Ymd owners n')r th o:f the park to p ay the vlhols cost of' 

buil d.i nr.:; t he electric r ailway and to zu:,r ant ee +,he rul1-'1 

:tling expenses an0. 9. prof'j.t f'or a long t erm of' years, and 

tha t may be the und :--rsta.nd.tng. FroTt! the point of' view o:f 

parlcdesign and. p ark v a lue, t 118 scheme vlOuld 2.'esu1 t in a 

horrible wast e' of pa.rk opportunity. It ,'!oUld ce:rt ain±Y 

ba 'f'sr pr e f'erabl e to DB-Ve the eXl)osi tion on the 6th st . 
. -

border thnn to l e t it go on the central mesa with t he in-

evi table consequence of' an electric railWay t}lroW~h the 

m08.t v qluable pa.rt of' the pa.rk. 

I do wish you cpuld prevail upon Mr. Se:fton to ­

stoop advOc!'ltil1{S th9.t si te and f'or the sal~e of' harmony, i:f "..r' 

he can agree to no be t ter re9.S0ns against t118.t S1M, to 

accede to md argue fo r the site in the viCinity of' the 

. H1gh- 80110"61. The only pressure ~h'1:t-,-e,?.n 'be ' bl'-GUEJ1t -to , . 
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bear upon him to do so thr. t I can think of' is to g e t the 

Hayor and Park Commission to s:?,y tha t if' the site ne!3.r the 

HiE:.h School is not u sed that t Ile s1~e on 6th st. hill T.lU'? t 

be. I dont k . .''1O';'! t~19 t it woUld be possible to convin~e them 

of' the undersirabilit.y of' t he elect ric r ail';' qy through the 

middle of' the P;:rrol<. I f'ea r it \'!ould not be by a;):98al to 

their aV 0rsion to injuring pa.rk lAndscape. They Ilould 
, 

sacrifice the park cheer:fully <>.8 they have 8.1res.dy by re-

newing the PUrsell franchise nllich I am told inclu,des the 

right to ru.n ~team locomotives 8.nd ~l'dinc.ry freight trains. 

But the;r f7 nHY pos sibly be ,some ot .,er argument tl c.t ', 'ould 

a"ppea.l to them'. Mr . Braly told me he thought it Ylould not 

do to h -ve t he exposition near the Hi!::h Schoo::- l 'bec"uv3e it 

would divert the students minds :from tI1eir Ylork and he \'Ias 

going to get Mr. McKinnon's and Hr. Gou:I.sl ' s opinions to 

th9.t ef'f'ect to b8.ck tl;p his OTm. He would sacrifice the 

park f'or all time l'a":-h8r than lessen the efficiency of' the 

High School ~or one yearl He said he pref'er::'6('1 to h < ':e 

the expositiO!t on ' the . 6th. st. hill. I woUlci chee1':f'Ully 

agree to' t hat ~hther than 11&.Ve- it on t he mesa wi tIl the 

t :len inevitable e16ctric r a il17uy. The trees are only 6 

y e"i!'S old I belj.eve . T110"le rl.estr0yed cOU~d be repl!-'lCed 

in 6 years nd 6 ye.qrs is as nothing in the lii'e of the 

,f 

park and city . Besides, formal g ~xdens ~nd pIRygrO~S , 
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-'''11ere i70uld be 8.11 ri~l1t '. 8 a natt2r of pqrk design, al-

thoU.~h doubtless objectionable to neighboring residents by 

dra1'Ting c, crci"cl . 

I do ':Jish you could rtevise some THay of In"1ting 

Allen ~n Goodhue "shut up. II I sU2Eest, FJ1(t I il0D8 'lU 

v1ill Gl1i111~ it B.dvisable to pass a resolution 'ht t he next 

meeting 01' your Committee sOlIlet:Cj.n2: lii~E' t:lis :-

Resolvod, t hat the tl1.Fnk8 of' -r. ,:is Conuni":. t ee be 

conveyed t o t : e Direc tor of ':!orf:.s for i:.:i 8 su!!ges tion th!3,t 

t he expo 8i tion be pI 'iced on the lin(-.; of' Laurel strqet ex­
• 

tended "l:'ld tha t he be infonned this COlThui ttee has decicted , 
ag['ins~ the idea ;:,n<1 requests tile Director of '.'lorks to 

ce~se arguing ror it >l nd ag ,o_ins t t ~le 8i t e heretofore adopt-

ed by this corrni t'toe . 

I a 130 sug,'};est that even if you do not pa,ss the 

above resolut :ton, you '"-rite to 1:r . B. G. GOOtillU8? 170 

Fifth Ave.. requestin:.,r him ~rnot to elabor ate nor even _; ... 'e-

sent "my sketch plan alre'1,cly p_'sP~l'ed , to :,he Conr::i t t ee or 

, to the Director of rJol.'l SOl' to ''illY O'le else for the expo-

si tion on t:'!E' 1:12sa east 0':- L!3.urel street "nd nOl'th oj' the 
.J 

propo""6 d el!lel'e;ency reserv oir or fo r any other site ot er 

th~n t~at near the Hi~h School until requested to do so by 

vo te o!~ the C'onnni t o',ee on Buildings PJ1d Gro'lll'lds, ' II nor to 

argue fcr any othe.::- 8i te meruWfhile. 

,J 
I spent the best part of a Vleek arguing 1'li th 11'. 

.. 
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Allen against l1i sidea b"7f'Ol';3 he brcul!ht it to the at"':.en-

t · .ro t .... C ·J.. t lon. O.L _ue OlIliillt. ae , but with absolut61y no e f:fect. 

I have since proved th'lt his lT1 in contention of' less cost 

at t h'4. t site wa s wrong by malting 'my pl an to cost much less 

t11Hll his . He h"" s a.lready backed out of' having :Any bu i ld-

ings in his SCheltle west o:f Cabrj.l l o · Ct-::non ~'.nd I think I 

IV1.V0 convinced him tha t his bridge would cost too llluch. 

AnYVlay he knows Braly is aga i ns t ~i_ t md some others. SO 

no! he f'avors t he electric r ailTIC1Y throu.'~;h t he middle of' 

the park. He 'Ilill not yiBld. t o ?ny e.:!gument o:f park de-

sign because IE. is '3:) ?bsolutely i gnorant of' park d esign 

tha t it s eems to hi1'1 all II toTilI'.1y-rot . II He will yie ld 

good n =t turedly to Ruthority and t11 -o t is why I deem it in-

pcrtant to shut 11iln up by resolution of' the Committee 

followed by ~ t a lk by you. 

It is t11e same vii th Good.hue "21d -",or the S"'JTle reason-

e.b solute ignorance of' t:.e f'Undamentals o:f park design and 

t horough c 8ntempt fo:::' '1ny <:l t A.ter:lSnt o:f t hem. It is n0-

cesS8xY to request him, pre:fereably by vote of' the Commit­

tee, . to desist f':::'om consifl.ering any other site th'm U.l.2. t 

near the Hi gh SchoOl, unt il reques ted t o do s o by vo~;e of' 

the Con1fn.i t tee. 

I should be interested to l e;"rn v7ha t action is tal~en 

in this nl9,tter. 

yours VB1('J truly, 

( sigl1ed) Joh.'1 C. Olmsted • . 
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