Se1 Francisco, 3rd June, 1911

Mr, Geo. W. Marston:
My Desar Mr. Marston:

I ”ant to thank you most heartily for all
your kindnesses ﬁ*ﬂ for your constant énd able support of
me in professionzl matters. I owe you besides 1y most
sincere 2pology for having put off at “ending to the sub-

division .of your land across jke cenyon from your house.

a
I% did not occur to me thﬁt it wes possible that the Park

LY

Board would be completely changed. L sm used to Park
Roards bontinuimg in the I}1n(;21 hat a consistent poiicy
- can be pursued.

| In writing a memorsndum for insertion in Mr. Mun—
‘ree's record as to lMr. Allen's proposed site, I took the
liberty of suzgesting, as my second choiee, the.gfouping
of the huildinﬁ. on the ridge betwsen 6ih. St. and Canon
Cobpiaiias. & Ald thie 15 omaes kst L bhe Tish Seroql
ﬁi;l site is.not approved by the Mayor and Park Commission
you would pernsns be bétter able to‘iéep the choipe from
being swung by Mr. Sefton tc the mega in the middle of the

park. Anytthg vnulﬂ be bet+~r +than that. If-the'people

' wWho ant 2n electrlo rallray throuvh "the middle of the psark

c*x.wcen:—xl in tht outrage upon the park lﬁndscape, i ﬂhould.zdf
V1ss tna+ every possible effo“t be mnde to locate the exbo—

gition close up agalnst thc north boundarv, especlzllv'the

g

permenent buildings. A e Rige e o
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A8 well as 1 oah make out, Col. Collierrappoin;ed}
Mr. Sefton to take -his place, for the express burpose of
getting the eloctric railway throuch the middle of the park
and I feer that lMr. Sefton will sgree to dividing the expo-
sition =2nd park work among local contrac%ors and local ar-
chitects and.ﬁc the Unionizing of tne whole nor&, in re—
turn for harmony and the grenting of the right—of-way up
through the middle of ithe park for an électric raiiway. '
Mr.,sefton told me the elsctric railway pagple favor the .
scheme which survrised me as I sﬁquld not suprose such a‘
line would pay.for msny vears. However, it would psy the
Iand owners north of the park to pay the whole cost of
building fhe electric railway and %o gusrantee .the run=
ﬁing_expenses.and,a profit for a2 long term of years, and
that may be the undsrstending. From the point of Qiew of
park design and park value, ths scheme would result in s
horrible wast2 of park opportunity. It wouldlcertain&y
be far preferable to hafe $he éxposiﬁion on the 6th St.

: il : , =
border than to 1st it go on the central mese with the in-
eviﬁable;consequenée of an-elecﬂric=railway throush the

- : i ]
most valuable part of the park.’ '

I do Wish you could prevaii upon Mr. Sefton to’
stop advocating tnat site and for the sake of harmony, if,df
'he can . agrse to no be+ter reasons agalnqt that si#e, t0x5
accede %o &nd‘argue for the_31te in the v101n;ty of the

‘fﬁigh”schosl."whe”dnlv prossure theat-—osf be brouzht Lo
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bear upon him to do so that I ¢an think of is to gét the
Mayor and Park Cormission 4o say that if the site near the
Hirh School is not used that the gide on 6th St. hill must
be. I dont'know that it would be possible 1o convince them
of the undersirability of the eleciric railway througch the
middle of the Park.e I fear it would not be by appeal to
their asversion to injuring park landscape. They would
sacrifice the park chéerfullv a8 they have 2lrezdy by re—
newing the Pursell franchime which I 2m told includes the
right to run mtesm locomoiives and ordinary freight trains.
But @here may possibly be.some other argument thét would
gppeal to them. Mr. Braly told‘ﬁe he thought it would not
do to neove the exposition near the Hiﬁh Scho~l bhecause it
would divert the students minds from their work and he was
going to get Mr. MeKinnon's and Mr. Gould's opinions to
thet effect 40 back hp-his ovn. He would ‘sacrifice the
park for all time rather than lessen the efficiency of the
High School for .one yeari He said he pfeferred tclh"va
the exposition onl‘ the. 6th. St. hill. I would cheeffully
agree to that dhther than haméiit on the mesa ﬁith the

then inevitable electric railway. The trees are only 6 v

£

years old I believe. Those destroyed could be replaced
. in 6 years and 6 yesrs is as nothing in the life of the

park and city. Pesides, formal gordens and playgrounds
- j . /,
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vhere would be all right =2s a matter of park desigﬂ; 2l=
thoush doubtless objectionabls to neighboring residents by
drawing a crowvd.,

I do wish you could devise some way of making
Allen =and Goodhue ughut up.® I susgest, and I hope you
will think it advisabhle t0 pass a resc;uﬁion at ﬁne next-
meeting of ur Committee something like thigi=

Resclved, that the thanks of tinis Committee be
conveyed to the Director of Works for his suggestion thst

the exposition be pleced on the line of Laurel Street ex—
» £

tendad and that he be informed this committee has decided

against the ides and requests the Director of Works to

~

For i

ch

ceage arguing and agzinsgt the site heretofore adopt—
ed by *this 001:1:111 tos.

T ﬂlSO sugeest that even if you do not pass the

gboyve resolution, vou write to lir. B. G. Goodlme, 170

Fifth Ave. requesting him dnot to elaborate nor even sre—
sent any sketch rlan ?1remuy prepared, to the Commitiee or
to the Director of WorkKs or ?o any one else for the expo—
sition on t“\ mesa eagd o”‘Laurel Street and north of the
Propo= ed euervency'res spvoir or forrany other site other
than that»near the Hirh %chool‘until requested to do so by
vote of tne Conmaittee on Building and Grounds,® nor to ]

argue for any other site meanwhils.

I gpent thé best -part of a week arguing with_yf.
A i i P
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Allesn against hig idea beforc he brousht it to the aftenr
tion of the Committee, but with absoluteiy ﬁo effect.

I. have since proved that his main contention of less cost
at that site was wrong by making my plan to cost much less
than his. He h=g already backed out of having any bui1d~
ings in his scheme west of Cabrillo canon 2nd I think I
have convinced him that his bridge would cost oo much.
Anyway he kndws Braly is against it and some others. SO

now he favors the slectric railway throush the middlé of

ct

he park. He will no% yisld to any affrument of‘bark de—
sign beg¢esuss hz is so absolufely ignorant of park design
that it geems to him 2ll vtommy-—rot.t He will yield
good naturédly o authority and th=t is why I deem 1t iﬁs
portant to shut him up by resolution of the committee
followed by a tzlk by you.

It ié the seme with) Goodhue =and For the asme Teason—
absolute ighorance of the fundamentals of park design and
thorough contenmpt for any statement of them;. It is ne-
céssary to request him, piéfereap;y by vote of the Commit-
tee,. Lo desist frnm'considering aﬁy other site than ths
near the High Sbhool, until requested tc do so by vote of
the Comfaittee. it |
I:should be intefested_to7iehrn what action is taken

Sy it mpthoms ot GG el ; B

s : i /
Yours very truly, Tl A

. (signed) John. C. Olmsted..
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