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John C., Olmsted, Esq. 7

U. S. Grant Hot.'él. ‘

San Diego, Cal..

Dear Olmsted. .

The blue prints of the two schemes we bava
been makin_g)and which we have labelled for convenier?ce,
E and F, are being sent you this afternoon. i RED

We call thsﬁi E and F because as you will find
by referring to the drawings we have sent out in the
past, the first four’letters of the alphabet have al-
ready been used.

In plan E, by placing the bridge slightly
north of Date Street, as indeed, you suggest in your
last let.t.er,l we l'uanre.é also,it seems to me, _obtained 2
a very much better amd more practical arrangement in ;
every way. This plan, though a large portion of 1t
was wor-kéd out .1ndependent.1y' before your last plan
reached us, is, after all, little more than a develop-
ment of your- own, arrangenant

| ' We rav‘e, to be sure, reduced the size of the

square containing the band stand; but in defense -of
t.l.l.i'B. p'roceadi‘ﬁg', it must be remembered that the arcade
'sﬁrrouﬁd‘ing .t;hié hsquar'e will provide 'space‘for a great
many auditora during the Fair, and t.hg:tj;hen tl:e Fair
is over, this arcade should be, if 4 adv:lce is fol-
1_owed,- eptirely removed, léaving pnly a low parapet \ |

- = . L0
. L% H\h\



.

. ORAM. G()()Dut.")-‘. AND FERGUSON

ARCHITECTS, -

170 Fiven Avesve, Naw Yorx.

15 HraconN STuEer. BbhsToN.

= : o vew vows.- - May 26th, 1911
JCOp?2 : A
wall, |
In looking at this plan E, you will notice -
that we have actually gone so far as to suggest the band
st.ar_ui in quite another position, to wit, the nat.ura].
amphitheatre lying to the west of the more important
of tre temporary buildings. This is no more tlan an
idea and I am diaposed' to believe that the original
position is the tast.)for f.here is quite a strong :
possibility that ahe band in the new position would X
clash with the music they are bound to have in Rodeo.
We h;\re considerably reduced even your
last dimensions; but I know you w_riil agree that it
is better to do this now, even if it is prov'ed .
necessary to add area to certain of the ‘build.lngs :
later on, 7
In this plan, there 1s no doubt of the
_effectivenesé the pe rmanent group will produce when'
the Fair is done away with, almost as good in fact,
so far as t.he\‘?buildings themselves are concerned,--
(and this included the bridge)as in the pofition as suggested
by Allen, 'st:j'.ll.I can't help feeling that if you could
rbﬁry. your pre judices, the other site is better in every '
 way. After all, you are dealing, not.ﬁit.h an® American
_Vlrt.own in’ its essence, but with what' 13 erdeavour ing to
to be a ‘Spani_sh one., Formality 'is the note of all

\.\
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Spanish garden : architecture aﬁd Ican't coqcelve;'indeed,‘
I may as well quite frankly say, I dén't know in any &
American public paEE)of any effect that could cdﬁpetéiwith'
the bridge., the permanent buildings ard trhe mall"t,ermirs;ted 7
by the statue of Bt bos. | '

This is all I ask of you in the way or'a'con:
cession to my deep roo ted and most curiously un-Gothic
fondness for formality where ganﬁens.apa concerned, and
before condemning my ggint of view, please look at the
thing from evary possible side.

Col. Collier suggested tﬂat the buildings on
the new site would not be so visible from the harbour
as 4n the old. This may or may not be so; but in twenty-
‘five years from now, they will probably not be visible &5
from any:portion-of the harbou:. I ;

The cost of the bridges shown in each design
is,bﬁactically the same, and I think we can so design
them that the construction will work out much mors
‘cheaplj than Mr, Allen has allowed.,
. _ As you will see from the accompapy;;g scheduls,
in the originalfschéma,‘$140 800 was allowed for the
‘threo bridgaa then propoaed. I believe that eithsr of
the bridgea $hnwn in our design could,6;f£uilt for
$75,000. Furthermors, the raaervoir/ia of infinitely

greater value as a scenic pr0perty in the new than
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in the old site; indeed in the old, it would be quite
negligible. : This, of course, applies only to the Fair

and would not be true of the finmal arrangement of the

park, )
It is true too, that the new site is somewhat

higher t.ha’)}/the water level of the reservoir while the

old site is lower, This would pmbably‘maka the

h}dra.ulic effects, fountains, etc. easier and cheaper

to produce %Fhas. on the original site, than on the
o

new one, and I have no doubt Mr, Allen will find some
way to overcome this difficulty, especially since
plan F'gives in every way a better opportﬁnity for ef-
fects ot‘ thiq kind than plan E.

S Thore ares too, a number of poss ibilities in
connection with the lake that it seems to me are too
important to be thz;qwn"over,_untll thete value has been
carsfully considered, motably the possibility of boat-
ing. _We.‘mvlre shown a boat house 11:1 close connection
with the restaurant on the assﬁmption that the letting
of boats would be in the -\hand-s of';_tbe restaurant con-

cea‘sioﬁia’rs, and I éuggést that if plan F be adopted e

‘that both restaurant and boat house be made permanent /

St

features of t.*e park.-

lith regard t.o grading and filling, the grades

,:on bot.n plans ar-e, of course, subject t.o elavation ‘and
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depression as sugrested by you.

~ You speak of the possibility of a bridge in
your letter and, of course, 1f the money for this dan
be had for one at Date Streat, it can equélly be had'
for Laurel Street. Also a bridge at Laurel Street
would be of some real value when the Falr is over,
while one in the wrat¢hed position at Dape Streot
would make the public com? in the park at precisely
the ugliest and least desirable point, In Scheme
E, the main‘entr‘ance, at the south, is‘considorably
cramped,'and thoug}, of course, it deserves and will
get a great deal more study, I don't belisve it can-
ever be made very satisfactory, while in Scheme-F
wihbout any detriment to the property ownera facing
. the park, or ‘indeedy without touching the first 500
feet of the park, which is now as I remembsr it, the
only placa where any money has been spent in the way
_of planting, we obtaig a large plaza adequate for
any amount of trafric, carriage stands, etec. Th%
only detrlmant at this point is that a car line must
perforca be swung 1n around the loop and out, yet
wa have rormed the nacessary loop in this ?ﬂ?@ whol]y
,within the park and where 1t can readily e screened by

foliage,ewgn going to therextant of caqrylng the tracks
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under the avenus that runs aﬁpboximatelj parﬁllellwith‘ 
the edge of the park, | ‘ | .
_ The grade of the 3%553 Larga 1s, you say{ in
your schems .from 4% to 43%, %o, which grade our scheme
a2 : ¥ :

E.will have to appl¥, while in scheme F, it iS'Dut-l.zﬂ&_
suraely a great_advantaée in every way. ;

We have, as you will readily see, taken the law
-into our own handg with regdrd to the square area of many£'
of the bylldings; the only one whose accuracy I feel at
all sure about‘faing the Auditorium. The Plaza de Musica
is also distinctly smalleh for bha reasons given farther-
back, than in yowr last plan.being 230 feet'ﬂl ih

S,
scheme E and 210 feet in scheme F,

When Cél. Collier w;as here, he hinted, or s
at least did not prevent my inferring that more money
was going to be forthcomihg from the Government. This

; ﬁ&ééibiiity, however, had better not be al lowed to have
any beaf;ng oaﬂwhat we do now. It is, howeverzspleasdnt
to think that in case Mr. Allen's estimatds are proved
 'to ﬁe too low, we have something to fall back on.

‘ In ‘the past feﬁ days, I have sent a number

; of igttera and teiegrams to one or anbther o} you at
AHSap Dieéo; anbugh;iat.any rét@, for you to realize how
difficult 1t 1s for me to plan in advance with any '

great “deglre‘e of certainty. . o
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Since my last telegram,'my friend,‘Gillespie
has lamied here from Europe and has so strongly'ufged-
our going to Santa Barbara for the summer that 1£ is
not impossible, or even improbable, at this present
writingmthat We IRy come out on or about the first of
July, we, in this case, meaning Gillespie, myself and
my entire family. ‘If this happens, it will enable me
to spend a great deal ;ore-time dctually on the ground
for I pﬁfposé to stay perhaps six weeks before coming
east again, leaving, of bourse, my‘family in Santa
Barbara, and returning in the early Autumn to br}ng them
back, when I will ggain stay for perhaps a month.

Won't you and Allen, therefore, the minute
the plang are received, get together, calling a meet-
ing of the Committse if necessary, and lot me have youe
evefy_possible criticism and suggestions so that I can I

bring a more or less final plan with me.

Very faithfully your :i:iﬂz-
f_ﬁ/_ukwm )

\“\__d‘
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