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John C. Olmsted, Esq. 

U. S. Grant Hotel, ' 

San Diego, Cal. 

Dear Olmsted: 
, , 

The blue prints of the two ' schemes we , have 

been makl~and which we have labelled for convenience, 

E and F, are being sent you this afternoon. 

We c a ll! them E and , F ,because as you will find ' 

by referring to t he drawings we have s,ent out in the 

• past, the first four letters of t he alphabet have al-

ready been used. 

In plan E, by placing the bridge slightly 

north of Date Street, as indeed, you suggest in your 

last letter, we hav~ al so-, it seems ~ roo, .obtained 

a very much better amd more pras:tical arrangement in 

every ":Il:y~ This plan, though a large portion of it 

was worked out ,independently' before your, last plan 

'rea Qhed us, is, after all, lit tle more than II develop

ment of your own, arrangel!ll nt. 
'0 

We ;tBV'e, to be sure, reduced the sIze of the 
.I , 

~quare , containing the tend stand; but in defense of 

this proceeding, it must be remembered that the arcade 

; I!UrTO,~d'ing " this square will provide sIBce ' for a great 

F ' ,manll aUd~,(o~a during thEi Fair, and t ~ when t he Fair 

iii ,over, th'l 's , arcade ' shoUld ' b'e~ ,if ~ advice is fol-
, " 

lowed,' en1.1'rely ' removed', ;Leaving only a low plrapet 
, 

, , 

, ' 

\ 



. ' 

. . 
C HA-lJ. GOO OH q- f: A XD l 'E nG SOX . .. . , 

•• ~ R C III -'f"~C 1'''' . 

. . 
N EW ," O I(l(.- · !lay 26th, ·1911 

J COp 2 

wall. 

In looking at this plan E, · you will not.lce 
, 

that we reve actually Slne so far as to suggest · the bard 

stand ln quite another position, to wit, th~ natural 

amphi thea tre ly.iog to the west of t he more ' lmportant 

of tre temporary build logs. This is no more t'mn '8.n 

idea and I am dispOsed to believe that the original 
I 

position is tlB ~s:>for th~re is quite a strong 

posslb1lity that Lre band in the new position would 

clash with the DJUsic they are bound to have in Rodeo. 

We have considerablY ' reduced even your 

last dimensions; but I know you wlll agree that i ·t · 

is better ' to tlo this now, even lf lt is proved 

necessary to add area to certain of the bu1ldings 

later on. 
I -, 

In thls plan, there is no doubt of the 

.. effectiveness tre pe rmanent group will produce when 

the Fak is done away with, al.ost as good in fact, 

so far a,s the, 'l!Iulldings thelllSe 1 vas are concerned, --

_ J _ 

, ' 

(and ihis included Ule bridge)as in the po~1tlon as suggested 

. ' by Allen. 'st,ill , I can't help feeling t ljat if you could 

, bury. yoUr pre Judlces, the other sl'te is .better in every 

,.way • . After all", you are dealing, nO~itb an'American 

town .1:n ' i 'ts essElOce, but . wi 11 .h~ ls e~eavour log to 

'to ' be ~pilOish one, . Pormaltty -is the note of all 

, \ 



, . 

C I', AlL G O O D j I U lo: A.~ b }'ERG O :-;O N 

A n e ll 'Tt; ~'r ~ . 

170 ,,:, .... ... A .. ''' .... '''. N_. yo ... . 
.. 

I ~ It . .. .... '" ~T .. O: .. T. U o ......... . 

N""" "0'''' . May 26th, 19.11 

J COp 3 

Spanish garden ' architecture and I can't co~ceive, indeed, 

I may' a s we 11 quite frankly say,_ I don't knOw in ', any 
. , 

American public pa~of any effect that cO)1ld cO!llpe;te ' with ' 

the bridge., the perman an t buildings ard the mall ' '~ermina ted 

by the statue of Balboa. 

This is all I ask of you in the .-ay of a con- " 

cession to my deep rooted and most curiously un-Gothic , 
fondness for formality where &ll'.dens are concerned, Jind 

• 
before condemning my point of view, please look at th e 

thing from every p~ssible side. 

Col. Colli e r sugnested that tpe buildings On 

the new si te '?,oul ri not be so visible trom the harbour 

as &n the old. This mayor may not be 80; ~t in twenty

five years from now, they will. proba.bly not be visible 

from any.~portion 'of the harbour. 

The cost of tba ~idges shown li1 each design 

Is . practically the fIlme, and I think " e can so design 

the~ that the conBtruction will work out much more . . e; . 
, . 

, cheaply .than ~. Allen has allowed. 

} 

,.I .. 

As ~oti .w 111 s ae from the acc ompany1ng schedule, ' 

in the original" .s~h~lD3 , : $140,800 ~as 8J.low6d for the 

three' br1dges then proposed. I believe that eithar of 

the bri~&e~ ~ hovin inourd-esign cou0Ullt ;or 

$75,000. ' . Furthermore, . the reservoir 1s of infinitely 
v":' 

greater value as a SCenic ' prop~ty 'In the new than . , 

, 

\ 
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i n the old Sitel 1nde ed in tre old, 1~ Vlwld be 'quite 

negligible. This, of course. applies only to the Fair 

and would not be t rue ' of the fInal arrangement of the 

park. 

It 1s true too, that the new site Is somewhat 
-r.v I 

higher thatrthe water level of the' ~eservolr while · the 

old site' Is lo·wer. This would probably make the , 
• 

hydraulic effects .• fountains, etc. easier and cheaper 

'to produce ~ on the o r:I. ginal site; t.ha~ on the . .;.:s;-
new one, ~. I have no doubt Mr. Allen will find some 

.:.. way to overcome this. difficulty , especially since 

, 

plan .F ·gives in every way a better opportunity for ef

fe'cta Of . this k1nd than plan E • 

. There are too, ~~umber of poss1b11ities 1n 
. . 

connection with the · lake that it seems t o me Ilre too 

.' impo rtant to be thrown·'over • . unti 1 the ~ value has been 

carefully cons.i~er~d, .notably the ~~sibnity of boat

ing; We IBve shown a bOat · house' in close connection 

wl'th the restaur:'nnt o.n the 8ssUD,lptlon that t h e letting 
~ 

. of, boata :'l'lould ·be in .the hand·s of the restaurant c'on-. ): ' 

ceBsion~'!i're, and I iJugges~ that if p'lan F be a dopted / 

· t hat l!9'th 're sta,jr:'a~t "'and boa t. house J>e .made perma·mnt 
. . . . 

fea t u r efl. of t reo park. ··. 
. .v:-< 

With regard to grading and fill 'i Q,S, the grades . 

, on bo th ·.plans are·, of co urse, sUbJ.ect to eleyati on "and 

, . 
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depression as suggested by you. 

You speak of the poss ib111 ty 01' a bridge In 
. , 

your letter and, of course, if the money for this can 

be had for one at Date Street, it can equally be haP. ' 

for Laurel Street. Also a bridge at Laure l Stree t 

would be of some real value when the Fair is over, 
I 

while one in the wretched position at Date Street , 
would make the public come in the park at Ilre cisely 

• 
the ugliAst and least d esirable point. In Scheme 

E, the main entranee, &t the south, is considerably 

cramped, and thoug3, of course, it d'ese'rves and will 

. get a great deal !!!Ore study, I don't b e lieve it can ' 

ever be made very satisfactory, while in Scheme .F, 

wihbout any d etriment to the property owners facing 

. the park, or\ 1ndeed'i without touching the first 500 

feet of the park, wh'ich is now !is I remember 'it, th9 

only place where any money has been spent in the way 

. of plan.t.ing, we 0 bta 1'1j a 1 arge plaza adequate for . , 
any , amount of traffic, carriage stands, etc. The 

,/ . 

that a car line mllst 

perforce ' be swUng 1'n ~round' the loop a ni out, yet· 
> . 

we bave f 'ormed the necessary 'loop 1n thi7 ca \Vhol~y 

, withfn" t he P~.rl!: iJ.in where · it ~an readily e screened by 
. . 

f oliage; .Nen gOing to t he extent of carryi ng the tracks 
I " ~ 
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unde'r the avenue that runs approximately paralle~ . .. itb · 

the edge of ,the park. • f 

The grade of the Plaza I,arga is, y?U say, in 
~ 

your scheme , from :4% to 4~%, t.~ which grade our scheme 
~ 

E . wlll have to ~, while in scheme F, it .1S"bu·t ' 1.2%, , . 

surely a great adva'ntage in every ·Nay. , 
We have, as you will readily see, taken the llu!" 

< 
. into Ollr own hand ~ 101 th regard to the square area of IIBn·y .. 

of t.he bllUdingsj the only one lOmse accuracy I feel at 

all sure about being' the Auditorium. The Plaza de Musica 

is also .dlsbinctly smallet/, for the reanons given farther 

back , than In your last pla~belng 230 feet" ~i~. 

scheme E and 210 feet 1n scheme F. 

,\ . 
Whe.n C&l. Collier was here, he hinted, or· 

~t least did not prevent ~y inferrin~that more money 

.was going to be forthcoming from the Gove rnment. Thls 
.' 

possibility, however, had better not be allowed' to have 

'any bear,ing opOwhat we do now. It Is, however 
, 

pleasant 

to think that in case Mr. Allen' s estimat.{s are proved 

. 'to be too '10." ~ w·e have some thing to faJ) back on. 

In ·the pi i;lt few days, I have sent a number 

ot letters and te1egr~s to one . . . 

San Drego ~ en~ugh~ : at. any rate , 

or ~ther 01' you at 

~ you to realize how 

diffl'c~~ it :is for me to plan tn' advance with any 

grea t degree Of cfl·x-ta'inty. :.· . -

.. 

\ 
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Since my last telegram, my friend, Gillespie . 

ha s lallied here from Europe and has so strongly u rged , 

our going to Santa Barbara for the summer that it is 
, . 

not impossible, or even improbable, at thts present 
_I 

. / ' 

wri t1n~ that we may come ou~ on or about ths f1rst of , ' 

July, we, in 'this case, meaning Gillespie, myself and , . 
my e nti re family. If th1s happep,s, it \'o'i11 enable me 

• to spend a great deal more , time actually on the ground 
, 

for I purpose to stay perhaps six weeks before coming 

east again, leaving, of course , my family in Santa 

Barbara, and retu.rning in the early Autumn to bring them 

back, when I will again stay for perh~ps a month. 

Won't you and Allen, Ujerefore,' the minute 

the plan~\. are received, get together, calling a meet-

ing of the Committee if necessary, and let me have youe 

e'very-, possible criti cism and suggestions so tl)at I c an 

bri ~ a more or l~S S final plan with me.:,_=::::::::_ 

Very fai thfully yo(urs ~ , 

, ... . ...::~ ... _ -r' ....... ~"--

, " / 
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