
Mr. Bert ram Goodhue, 
170 Fifth Avenue, N~w York City. 

Dear Goodhu e : 
." I s 'mt y ou a copy of my pre limina ry pla n No. 3 for 
t h i s ex pos i ti on, but n egl ected to explain certain features of iit. 
An estimate of cut and fill in gradins h us now been comple ted 
except the ;;: radin;:: of some s mall plots between buildings s h own 
on my plan and the, adj oining walks or ,irives . 8,nd th is estimate 
is s o muc h l oss tha r~ t h at made for pre,, ) ells plans that I think 
it is safe to assume t hat t h e p l an h 8.s now bee n cut down e n ougr_ . 
Th e fill is some 10,000 C il . yds. in exc ess of the cut but t h i s 
can he chang ed to a n excess of cut, as it should be, ~y lowering 
the el evation fi e:;ures for t :n e Plaza d e I.5usica a nd t h e Plaz a La.r ga 
a nd El Camino Reale vvhe r!ever t he outlines of bu iLiings are de
termined u pon a nd still l esse someth ing for gradine jus t out side 
t he walls of build in~s. 

I am not without hope that we can so plan the bu ildings 
a,s to find money enough for a bridge on the line of Date St. or at 
a lower l evel a little north of that to serve as a more 4i Gnified 
and more c'onvenient apprQach from the district Vlest of the park 
th~n would be afforded by t h e 8% drive s hQwn on my pla ns en te r ing 
from Date and Eighth St. and running down to th(~ circle on the 
Canyon, at no r th end of El Rhode9. 

It seems t o me tha t rlY gen Hral _conc eption of t he main g roup 
of' buildings is a g ood one and I trust it fully commenQ.s itself 
to your artistic judgment. Intelligent pe o pl e h Ar e SRam well sat
isfied with it. 

My idea. is t hat of t~n idealiz ed s !na ll Mexican town , c onl;lis ting 
of a broad street leading g ent ly up to a town pla za upon wh ich 
wQuld f a ce t~ e State building a nd a block of bu ildings for the 
social f u nctions of Mex ico and lJent ral and South American Re pub-
.lics, a nd also t he two build ing s of s maller s ize for Southern 
Ge,lifornia exhibits, one for Forflst ry and Fisheri es) the oth er 
for Mine s and Transportation or som'~ thine of t hat sort. 

In· this plan I have ' na rrowe d t }-: e Pla za La!'go between 
arcades J to 120 ft. and wtfggest reducing t he arc a des f rom 
25 to 23 ft. in width. I sug gest t hat y ou make t ho pi ers o f the 
a rcade 2 ~ ft. thick to simula te ·the customary t h ickness of 
plastered adobe a ndt to avoid th e thin appearanc e of ordinary 
stun and lath and plaster construction. 

My suggestio? as to planning ':,t h e ad,i oining building s 
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is to use the frontage alon~ t'n~e_ t W.il arcades_~f-Ela.za-LA.~l'-f, a-:f-o-r-e.---
row of booths as- Is usual in Ori ental towns. Th ese booths Vl ould 
be flo-::ed independer:tly from the r est of, the builct ing e of wh"ich 
they .would. be othe r wisE a p t...rt, 6 0 as to be enterelio, in t h e main 
on a level or one step up from t he a rcade floor. I should like to 
see these booths used mostly f or hand icrafts in actual . operation . 
There ar e plF!nty such t hat woulci be far more attractive to most 
'Tisitors than Udead" eKhibits. I have made no attempt to think up 
~ -: list but can n p..1Tle a few at random, For inst-ance, cigar mak ing, 
wqod earring, bc.9k '~ t wea.'Ting, oriental rug looms, · p.otter:y ma.kin;::; , 
book binding, lo.c'e making. glass blowing , wrought iron work f or 
grills, balconies, stair rails, e tc. type settine and card print
ing, stati.lette making , marble carving, linen paper makine;, orna.
l"ental glass Brinding, and so on. Of course Gome of th ese ure 
conunonplace. I should try to sele ct odd, and unusua l ones, especial
ly Indian and for e i gn ones. I do not say th ese would payor could 
be pro'Tided sol~ly by concessionaires. I sh ould advocate having 
an f1d~~1J.a~~ appropriation ma de for the pay and expenses of thes e 
handicrafts~en and women by th e exposition even if size of bu ildings 
and othe r appropr iations, uSi.lally stretched to the utmo~t, ha'Te to 
be cut down. 

At intervals between these booths would be the various entran
ces tel t:he exhi bi t parts of th e b .t ildinl~s" --- some necessarily 
with steps up from the arcade to t h e main floor level. 

The ti""re e !?!h.in exhj.bit buildings. that for Horticulture and 
Agr i culturEl and Irrigation, t h { for Dpmestic Libera~ Arts 
(ao-ca,;l,),ed) and t.his perhaps with a gallery or second sto ry if 
need be for IGducation (pu ',) lic schools and colleges to i nterest 
a large class ' of visitors) and .that for Foreign lhberal Arts 
I have suggested should he.'Te each its patio, each treated archi
tecturally in a different manner,. so es to make the buildin ': s 
mOL'e interesting in a s :i.mple unsophisticated way than the usual 
barn-like interior of exhibition bu ildings. 

I h e ve l ef t one long place free of building~ri the west 
·side . of t he '.':est arcade a s an outlook upon the terrace gardens \"lr. ich 
I conceive ot as covered with ~reat ma sses of f lowers with little 
or n o turf. and ·not mu ch if arty elaborate garden ar.chitecture or 
sculpture whi t. h wO 'l ld it seems to me be somewhat ' out of place 
(I mean elaborately decorated 'vas es. statues. f.o·untains, etc. ) 
where the Mission style ;is to predominate. W(~ can ha'Ts massive 
13.inlDle masonry, founts.in · rims" etc. W'" ile this openinG to the 
terrace gard€,n is ' desirable I t.hink Ej.S connecting in a.n ob'rious 
"landscape" way , th e <.loneession distr~t, the Date St. entrance 
the canyon . and th e Jardin del T-erradu with Plaza Larga, ' I h a ve 
it in mind that if ,t he p :'ess'ure becomes irresistible for a nother;
big (relatively) e?cposition building it cou ld be put on t h is 
terrace wes't of the west arcade rf Plaza Larga . 

I ,lfave assumed a. g rane of lt~ for the Plaza Larga in 
this plan .. ' It mu.y be decided to increa se this to 4~ 90 as to les
sen fhe fill espe cially onEl Camino Real where the main entrarice 
is. bne ~eason why I inade 'so much f i ll in Pl.aza Larga was . :rinsur~ 
goo d depth \~ith OU:t sO!IlUch d igging out of "hard panN for ye plunt-
fng spac,es. Ano:ther reasOn was t 'o l ea'r e ample. space und~ th e 
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temporary exhibition build ings fo:r th e great al~ount of e.lectric 
wiring needed in suoh build in~:s and for plumo'ing, et c, with th_ 
least a.mount of excava.tion which will be costly in tllD.t "hurd p.:m". 
Anot.har l'eason we.s to e nable us to get that elO'fated outlook or 
, errace effect, with parapets, from th e arcades, which are to be 
retained e:ftcr th e exhibit build ings are removed · an d ";,h i eh effect 
ynu s uggested would be desirable. 

The fi'Te temporary exh i !; it bilildings 
a:,1pl~1 l l> r gc in g round area" to use up all the 
es t imated should b~ allowed for t hem, at tho 
per square foot. 

:3:: own on my plan. a re 
mone y that w r~ ha.ve 
average ~OBt of 82.00 

I have indicated on the plun th e interior passageways 
and the exterior arcades which in the fO l'mer C/:l.s'e~8~11p.d for 
a nd in the latter appeal to me as being ~esirable to g i'Te the 
buildings an interf!sting character and to afford views of the 
cjty, harbor, ocean, Point Loma, the mountains and t he local scen
ary of t he park and terrace gardens. I realiz ~ that this is not 
an economical way of providing exhibit spa ce as of course each 
passage should J:uJ 'Te exhibit space ibn both side s of it instead 
of on one side only as will be t he case with t hese arcade!;!, both 
thOSE! surrounding th e patios and t hose surroundine t he ext e rior 
of the b!.1.ildi.ngs, but I think the effect g~in e d would be well worth 
the -loss of exhibit space. I Vlould concede hO'.'iever that the 
a.rcades on th e north side of ItHortlcll1ture" and both north 8.nd 
south sides of "Forei gn Liberal A~ts" m ' y not be worth w: ile a s 
they wouJ,d ha.ve but rest.ric !, ed outlooks, The bu ildings lJot being 
shaded or colored t hes e djsti.nctions between area,des end pas-
sap;es and ex}-,ibit spaces and Pllt ~ os are not readily recog!:izable 
without some explana.tion • 

. ' . Plt1ze. d e Musica I have r educed on this preliminary plan 
No .3, from 350 ft. square inside th~ arcart es, t o 300 ft. square . 
both ' for ec onomy of' g rad ing, paving , etc. a nd bece.l.If38 y ou crit
icized the first plen as being unduly large f or g ood a rch itectural 
g rouping. Th'is rp.duct.ion in d imensions has led me -t o omit the 
idoa of dri'Tes crossing throut h tr.e arcades east 8.ne! 'r.BSt l '?<l,ving 
t he main d rive, however, croiiing it north a nd 80~t}l . I have 
ret a.ined t h e bannstand in the middle on th(~ assumption- t hat it 
VTas needed during the exposition , but if you prefer , 8.S I th ink 
you would, it can be moYcq. a wa y after th e '~xpositi on and re ).' l a ced 
b y . a simpl~ f ountain bas iTl " I sbould :;; :- e1'er that myself, as a.fter -
the ex position, i t would not be sui table to h a ve a handstand in a 
main d ri 'fe. It if! a ll right during the-vex IJ os j.tion 0.3 no dri '[in5 is 
to be p e r mitted 'iuring concerts or p.'Te n a.'G othf! r h ou r s except in 
the morn ing , perr:e.pe ·, before tr:.e crowd collects. 

I h i;.v e s:r. ow~i th p. Stat ~ buildi,ng ~ cc tl pyin [?: t!-'e w!J. ole of 
the 71~St sid" of t r: e plaza. with t h 'e City's Art Muse um and Aud i t or
:l.um s ·l rroun.d''1ng tl-e other t h ree.. sirif!s of a court or pC'.tio wes t _ 

, of t };:'e Stat'e B'.lildine; . It' has not s ·~ e.med to me esseT!tial t h llt t t ·'Hle 
build inGS s h duld be e n tirely sepa .. :rate a.n d d isconn ec ted since it 
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has not been s uggested that 1;h e)~ would be uned' after, t h e expo
sition fo r e ntirely d i stinct a nd inhflrrilOnio.,lls purposes. ! . . 
t h ink thp ·a rea of this b~ ilctine as shown ' on my ~lan with the 
wing at its no r th end would use up t h e b.ppr op riation of 
~2'50,OOO, and t he Auditorium, and Art }§l~s eum wings 80uth of it, 
will use up t.he $300,000 or so tha t t he Pa.rk Commission would 
presumn bly be [,bl ,~ to put into t\;~m, a llowing a n a v e rag e cost 
of $12 . 50 per sq '. ft. I have t h oue;ht t.h a.t . y ou would probably 
bri.ng t h"; g econa s tor~; of the Sta.te b u il<t in'S O1...tt O'Ter t he 
arcan." in t!!e middle, :. t 1 1)ast tryr the s b.ke of getting an 
imposinlZ fro n t I but that each side of t:'"8 mi ddl e the b'-lild int:: 
miMt. well be bac]e of t.he arc a ne wh ic h C01..l1ct t h aT'e ha.ve a 
f11: t roof wi t h parapet BO it c~~ld be us ed as R balo ony. . 

On the ea.st side of Ple.z8. de Uusica ! h a ve indi 0ated a 
sol id hloC!k of separate houses, like a block of city houses 
whi<)!l migh t be asaig r! ed to "Tar i ous . Centrll l and South American ' 
Repub lics ".<ho would eiP:e r pay for its bl.l J ld.in,<:; r ead./, mad e, or 
re nt it or e et it free a.cc ording to t !! ·~ s p ~~ cial fina.ncial CO]1-

ditjons of each c e.s e. The se build ingn 11· c onceive could be t wo 
or e'ren th.ree (cor:lpara.tively low ) stori es --- g rouping them for 
urc!! i t ect u ral effect. <f" ere mi ght be a. I fl rge 3-story on e in 
th e rr. j,dct l e , t ~e!'] t-l!O or t h r e e sm~lle r on '~s 2 stori es high only I 

each 6i,1e of the ;::;t '.ld l e one, £-nd e,g,~i n a s rr.v.ll 3- s tory one 
at , each end f or tow e r ,~:rfect. _ The middl e lal'g a on e might cove r 
tJ'e a.r c ade and t :~ e other s be ke pt ba ck of th e a rca.de to r e p ea.t 
somewr.at t he e rrangernsy; t SlJ.f"gested f o r the St i:Lt e bu ildj.n £!. and 
its e:rcA.d e on the ;" est of t re Pl aza. Mus j c! a. I t :: oup.;ht aome of 
these L i:l.t.in Re public buildinp.$ might b e us ed entire ly for 
socil:ll purposes ,some for soc i e l p' .lr p oses in 2nd story a.nct bed
rooms i n third story i f desired, a l,d f or ~xhi b its on g round 
f ~oor G.nd possi bly some for exh ibit s o nly . 'I'h e a rcad e wO'J. l d. 
be prett y go od for s etting out ch~ris Hod rattan loung es 
Viit~ aw r. ine s a."d -\;;, b plc.nta. Unfortune. tely f or my scheme the ex
posu r e ba th e w~et ' i n a p06r cne so ba l con ien mi gh t h&~e to be 
~'~O''l,; t'! " ~ r. .. .. ,,, no;'t' 'l';"l'", -0'" o-P b" il,i';ng" v" ·, h. ~a " 8"'n1n"s' ~ ;L. ~ .\......l'- ~ .. • J .. "" .... ...... (". •• .,) ' . .... l .. ~ ... . . f! .... 1.<'(.. - ... ~ ~"7 . .... . , . .:; J •.. '= , .. ' " 

f l a .:;rs, t.ub pl ants . pRin1;ed ccats of e,rms and p ernF.Lpa the 
ct istinct i '7 e f :r;oDig n h:tter j. nc~ o.es i gnai;.:l:ng efwh wou l d 'form a.n 
C'.tt.ra.r.t.i 'le 'a nd ,unu su.8 l feat ttre i n th i s exp os i t:i.on "Jince thp.y 

. \"! ol~.ld br inf, in ' tiH~ ~outl'i. ~r !'l city s t. Ie of th ing in.'3teau 'o f the 
u Slleil 6u 'burban h ous e 1n e. l i,i rge su bu.rban lo t. . ! a s sume t hat they 
wou ld ~e o ~ won d and plaG te~ c onst r :J.ctinn bu t with d ee p reveals 
at ·l1indo"e o,nd d oor:o t o simu l a t e ll'.e.sonry ' .... e.l l s . Flut roofs I I 
think. 

/ 
... 
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I meant to have nai d as ,to ~h e temporary exhibit build~ 
ins s tJ":a t skyli,o:hts in fiat roofs behi:nd p<t"Fapets wi 11 a.ff,6rd 
a in ple li il;h t t.o the inr,erior and wi ll enable tou 'to t reat the 
onter v:a l1!l a bove the ar cades a s if t hey were gr e a t massi'Te 
adoiJe p 1u!lte red wallo with on1:1 a fe'\,! small windoVJ s a s ' is 
c harac t~riBtiu of the Miss i on otyle. 

We won't , htl.'Te money f or the Trans porta t ion BuiJ:rtinE. I 
had on m~ firut plan. I mark tho site "U.S"Government 
Bvli l l in5 ". I t i3 jUHt pos3 '~ bl(1 tr.ut U ' c notes of the Califo r nia 
d ., l ,"gati nn to Cong resf) ma.y be n eeded ao muc h that the'y call 
s ,: Uo.ll'e an exposition appr priation 1' o r Cali f o rniu pa rt of 
Wr'Jidl mi ght be a(3sign(~d to San Dieg o' s exposi tion t h ou[;h '", hr 
l a rger p~rt woul d dou btl ess g o .t o San Francisco. 

I r ealiz~ that t :>J,ere w:i.11 be much h' ~ si t ati on on the 
P ti r t o f t he iJ ommi t t ee to t r.e i ; ea of removing the Aud i t 0 I'hun 
fr om where I hud i t , near t~e strent c a r line and stre e~ s of 
t j",2 r; i t y ar.:i ;1 ( ' ar Ln,e Hi gh Scho ol wr.oB e stude nt s will uo e 
i t ::'or ir raduc.t ion exerc is es , etc. to t h e r. ill on ttl \? west 
si :\ " of U-e Plaz a d e !luOiCR, but I agree with you r desire t o 
h e.ve it o r. t ::e mt.:.in f,L: .. 7.8. e"~ d on t. he more cornmandine; s:bte. 
I think we or.tl l l ht~ 're to take th (;l g r oun d. t n at it wou l.:;' no t do in 
t h is c~s e to s acrif i c e Rrticti~ c onsiderat ions t o ut i li taria n 
rc-quireme n t s. Tha t isn't a 'Ie::' y c on';incing arg'.<ruent but I see 
be - oth er at present. From ~h~t I was t old r epe a t e d l y at the 
b ej,1'i nn i nc I know: what t>- 8y r~a.J.ly mean t 1. 0 h ", V6 was an imme ns e 
IZon'rention l: a ll w"' i d-: woul:'. t ')rr.:pt t hese r..Cl,l"11erOUS bit:" socie ties 
to n!t l e"t; .i n Sr!,!""; Lliego, s u ch [is ti-,e A .. 111orican Edueat i on 80cil:ty 
wl:i ch brouF;h~ 17 , 0 00 ~,eo pl~ toZe t.h e r i n J)os .. 'Ing8 1" s last year , 
I t }!ink . If tr~a.t io wha t t }-, .. ~'y want I r;hou1lt s a y 1-;; would be 
bet t e r t o bliy- a bloc:::},: o f gro t.:~ n(l for it on D. Bt. SOm,3Wr; ,7,r €l 

dC'.'TI t o·" f.,rd tf'.e Se. r, ta Fe rail!'oa~t stati on o r in orlYln (~ct io n with 
t!1(-' Pl" OP09 ~d h a rpor f rc:nt improveme nt, or rI '.::a r th e r;ol'on&do 
f e"t r y as mC71Y 'TiBi t.,o l's -,"! ou l d st ay <:!,t t, hc ' (; oronudo Hotel. It 
wou J.::l '"!O :, be r: 3 e,pproln·i 6. te nC Iq H:3 conve n i Cl nt up in the par}; . 
B~sides, I t l:. ink sucre" ma.ss r-; s of t·~!nporary visitors ought t o 
be most i rop r e3sed by t h e harbor a nd it~ ' nuy a l 8. n·j ccmme r (:ial 
POSl5~c":,;j, 1itieEl::-atl"" .3 r th!tn ,~v tl' .. e !1 ill:i:ri f) s~, of t:', (3 pLl rk ILnQ t h e 
lanrl ~c e.p 8 ga ::-d ,~~ inh t 11 _re , }lOwev e :!:" wort:-<v ar: cl bea'.Jtji\ll . 

. L (~ t, ~u:) t ~ -.a r) na.'!e in ",i tJw th l ~ Hi i~h 8ch ool ~r8..uuation ex ercis sa: 
as t l le ,.. arrr.a;-:e nt .iust. i i' i (!c: t i or. of a n lluditoriunl in t~ -I e ptlrk . 

. I t ,rCls 't you w:Lll nq ii:7 resent !TIY Cl. L' :!hite cturul :3 ' .. ~€eG t, iol1n 
u."n,l j eem i t n e c eS 3 F:. ry ' fo r ~om: c rt ')1' Wi!ld t o ciisca rd t lwm 
a.(J,! (' C so:rile t h in.s d1ff f)l"fH: t in e ach case. Idci. o not p:opo~ e to 

. c :~a. i JTi. t h ::!n, a~,; -mine 0 t" i ,O lJ. ·[" g e t :;~~r:1 Ll IJO!1 t h e (} ommittee df ;,lou. 
hkt"'Te' sound oh,j e ctions t o p:er.l cr h v..'!8 n. l terna t i '/.O and better 
1dea.f\ . My only ,i d ea i$ to h e lp in, sec ~,:rin6 t he most u nique small 
exposi t i o n t hat he.o 'o'een h e ld. When mon GY is sO , limited , I th ink 
t ·t is unreascnab;J. e t o try f o r big r:enn. o r u m~ t,~' cpolitan l a vi8h
n ess of che <"j) staff d e cortit ion whi ch is wh ut" I ar:~iPate ~ t h ey 

.wl- Il t:-y f o r" c. t San Franc~pco . I hope you ",1[ 1.).1 g; e U£J y our best 
t i",ou.r htn a ncj. o.s s o,tJ'n a,s poss"ible . " / 

'" " Yours 1"ai t h f Illy , " 

(H1p;n ed) John C. Ol ms ted. 
" , 
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