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Mr. Hareld Hill Blossom,

/620 Timken Building, San Diego, Californfs. . .
Dear Blossom: . i

.I have received your letter of Marcﬁ‘lﬁth,.:
fo; which I am obliged, _ .

I am greatly disturbed about Cumming not
making good and I do not object at all to Allen letting
nim go on account of his being inefflcientq - I do feel
disturbed however over Allen ﬁakiﬁg on Sessions in such
.a hurried way without giving me a chance to comﬁzht on it.
You realize that the Commission aé well-as ocurselves haver

_been criticised Sy ﬁ let of local people for;employing
',“people fron the east and not using the people in San Diego.
beliberateiy firiﬂfignmming and hiring a local man without

knowing how much he knows aboutngﬁrrying ocut plans,(which

"".I believe is very little) is praﬂtiﬂally an anknowledgement
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fthat these "riticlsms on the part of those who make them are
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'~ ‘sorrect... AB ‘soon as Iw;ﬁpe{;ed Mr. Olmsted's letter in. _
Louisville I wired that-f was going to get into communication
| with other men, which I did imnmediately, and the ma
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was a man I had in mind before we decided on Cumming. In -
weighing the various men I was thinking the moht iépértént
et S loeap e,

man tc get was the man who had the best pl&ntingAkpgw‘edge,

as I felt thatrail the grading and construction work; ete.,

had bétter be handled by Allen any way, as it was at Seattle,

even the plouzhing. 'We went ahead with this particular

ploughing because Allen did not have his outfit there. Of

course this was no fault of his. Wwhen I telegraphed to

Seattle to see if I coﬁld get Rementer I felt,'as.I wrote

Yr.” Jehn C. Olmsted,_thgt,We would get him down phg}e cn

the ground and, if Cumming did ot make gcod shift in Such

a way aé to a?oid comment, Please use every possible effort

.Ctg keep down criticism which might arise from this change(
When my at‘tentioh was ﬂa;lled to. Juinminaby Fohn

Jso s*rongly I made it a special peint to stop at Colorado

! _Sprlngv on one of my trips and leok him up. At the time I

i private
found him the midst of a 1arge piece of work carrying out

‘f_ one of Oglesby Paul's plans for walls, terraﬂes;'eta., The

work was not under contract and there was a large force of
rmen on the pla-e. At the tim Cumming séemed to be hustling
‘around givzng in tructions from different detailed plans,
"building a drIVe, grading and planting all at the same time.
He struﬂk me as being wide—awake and aeemed o me bo be n

‘_specially valuable mah for our work I thnught so well off
" him that 3 even had in mind ge.ting him into the offi,e/;;/\

use as an insppntor,_ vonst&ntly I had letters from Fohn
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reﬂormenaing Lumming as an unusual.young man witn energy

. and knowledge of langs~ape work Fohn had h-n such a-

good man at Thorne's and alwayv seemed to be so effl*lent‘ ;
and active himself in all—around 1&ndscape work that I am’
cert alnly disappointed in him and felt this disappointment -
before I left San Diego. I had two or three talks With 3
Cumming and tried to get him to braoden out and keep more

intp;ligent trazk of the cost of the work. This matter of -

e

“keeping track of the cost of work is not such a laborious

- . - .‘.
one as he seemed to think, as it is not necessary to keep

a check on every minute portion of the work, What I wanted .

him tc do was to keep track of the cost of ploughing, under

certain conditions, per acre, and the same Wwith harrowing,

: = e
cultivating and plarting trees.7 He could have done this
- .\

himself in a very short time when he was on different parts

of the work,and also had his time keeper keep a check on it.

Yours very truly,
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