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, . , ' 23 ' March,: i9il ..... 

Mr. ,Harold Hill Blossom , 

, 620 Timken Building , San Diego, Galiforn,i''': • .I' 
" . 

.... 

Dear Blossom: 
, , 

I ha.ve received your letter of March ·16th, . 

for 1vhi ch , I am 0 bUged . 

I am g r eatly d isturbed about Gumming not 

maklng. good and I do not object at all to Allen letting 
, 

him go on ,a0count of his being inefficient • . I do feel 

disturb erl however over Allen taking on Sessions in such 

.1. . 80 hurr ied 1V8¥ without giving me a chance to co~~t on it. 

You r'~alize that the Commis s ion as well as our8e~ve .. have 

been crit iciserl by a let of local people for employing 

people frorr t he e a st and not using the people in San Diego. 

·Delibe.rately firi~~,~'ing and, hiring a local man without 
. ¥ -M~r··-·,o::rIAA~ ...... aI... 
kl).~win!,: how much he knows aboutl\,1arrYing out plans, (which 

" :. i b~Ueve , is very. little) is prMti0ally an aoknowledgement 
. . - . 

: tha t ' these ,'criticisms on t h e p a rt of those who make them are 

As 'soon Olmsted I S let ter in , 

. . 

as ' I re?eived Mr: 

Louisville I :wfred :that~was going t o get i nt o communi cation 
.~ ; 

~ . 

" 

• 

. " 

. ... 

, ,with other 'men', wh i ch I did , imwediate~ and the ma~ Rementer, ' 



: 

.. 

1"-

r 

.. 

was a man 1 had i n mind before we decided on G~irig . In' 

weighing the various men I was thinking 

man to ge '~ was the man who had the best . 
a s 1 fe lt that ' all the grading and cons~ruction work, e tc ., 

had better be handled by Allen any way, as it was at Seattle, ' 

even the ploughtng . Vie went ahead with this parti~ular 

ploughing ·because Allen did not have his outfit there. Of 

course this was no fault of his. whe~ I telegra phed to 
. . 

Seat tle to see if 1 C0\.lld get Rementer I felt, as I wrote 

llr;- John C. Olmsted, that w.e would get 

the ground and, if Cumming d id ~ot make 

him d own there en 
'.--~ 

geod shift in su~h 

a way as to a't/oid '}orument. Please use eve~ possible effort 

to keep down ~riti~ism which might arise from this change. . . 

When my attention wa; ~alled to . ~ummi~bY Fohn 

stop at Colorado 
, 

:,,0 .strongly I lTade it a spe~ial point to 
. , . 

Spring s . ":' one ' o'f my trips I(:nd 
, . "",' . . 
found him .the midst of a l a r ge · . . . 

look him up. At the time I 
private 

pieqe of ",work , co,rrying out 
, 

one of Ogle'sby Paul' s ~}ans for walls, terrace's ,et.". , The 

w.ork · '·/a~. !'lo·t under' ~ont.:act a nd there Was a lA.rge for ce of 

·men on the place.. At the t;i.m~ Cumming seemed to be hustling 

.-

· . ' . - "-
.around gi":ing ins,tructions fr 'o!!! different detai led plans, ,/ 

, . ," 

building :.a drive. grading and planting all at th!> same time. 
. . . . · > .. ~ • 

Ije ·struck· me as be ing wide-awake itnd 'seemed to me ·to be' a . . ~. . .' 

. special.ly .valuable · mati 
.' 

him .tha;t I . even had. ~ in 

. ' 
u~e as an inspector .• 

. ;. . . '. : 

,::on.~'tIi:htly '1 had lettf'rs from "Fohn 
, 

t 



,\ 
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Mr. lll ossom' - 3 
',' , 

. \ . . 
re~ornmending Cumming as an u nusual young man 'with energy .. . . 

3~ • • 

, and knowledge of llU1<).s~ape w9rk. F(»)'ln had , ~ such 8,', 

good man at Thorne's an~ always teenled , to be ' so e:t:fi ~ient 

and a~tive himself in all-a round land!,cape work t ,hat. :1, Bin' 

certainly disappointed i n him and ' felt , this di:sS:ppoin'tment 
. " ( . . 

b,efore I left San Diego. I had t wo or three ta1.)l:,s with 
, ,I' 

• 

CUlllIlli"g and tried, to get him to braoden out. ', and :ke'e~ mo're ,' 
~ , 

i ntplligent , tra~k of the cO!'t of the work. Thi ,s matter of ', 
,< 

ke'eJling track o'f the ~ost of work is not su~h a 'labo,~,icn:;s, ,;" 

one as.he seemed to think ) as it is not necessary to ·kee.p .' 

a ~he~k on' every minute portion of the work. Wha.t I wanted 

hi" to do was to keep tra'~k of the cost of ploughing, under 

~ertain ' ~onditions; per acre, and the same with harrowing, , ~ 

cultivating and plan~ing trees'?rHe cnuld have done t h is 

"" hirns .. lf in a very' shor t t i me when he Via s on different parts 

of the work,and also had his time keep~ r keep a ' ~hec1i" on it. 

Y,:,urs very truly, 

,.' 

.. ' /' 
, . 

. , , 
,--"" -.---~~-

• 


	scan0871
	scan0872
	scan0873

