
• 

'"1~ dJo" CHEC~EO WITH Ok lGINAL 
r::~Ol1E :""ILlNG 

. .. 

J 1 .. J..' .. ..I. .. !..~.".--..... -

• . . 

17th March, 1~13. 

l~ . Freder10k Gordon Lysle. 
" 1 . 

Room 61+.5, .SJlreckels BUildinG, San D1ego, Oal. 

· W dear Mr •. LyslE;i . 

I l:l~ve roce1vecl your· 1pt t, dJ.' of the 6tl:! 
" 

:1nstant addrsBse1.· .to my. brother. , 

I .beJ1eVemy bI'otherl\a~o no 0111n10n on the 

matter, it was 1 ~hO ~epre~anted our f1rm in ·the work 
~ , ... . . 

we' d1d for- tho Park 'COI'!lIlli'ss10n- at snit Diego. " .. . . - . . 
- ' . ~ ~ . . 

Tho 'quostion ot' the extension of S1·xth Street . . . . 
'. . . . 

waD an 1ntor~st1ng one and I ' r~ei that you Ell'S d,nt1tled 

to know what· I th1nk aoout it. · 
. . ,. 

. I wae op~ooed to tho, 1mmed1atee~tenB10n of 

.e1xth streo't, -.lui; was . qUito w1il1ngto oqns1der ' tha't . 
. . . . . -. .' c--

tl:le .time ~ito1l1d oomErwhen ·it 'woUld be :Just1f1a\lI~ : but 

I'll that ' oaee '.1 aBStll!le'di;.:t..at ' it" would 01'oour~e ' be Ii 
• ". • p ..' ~ • . ' • • . , 

park road ' and nota city 8treGt~ '1 adv1sed the P rk 

' .. 

.' 

.' 

} 



/' 

Mr . Lysle -.3 ', 

.' • 

; OOWldod alrlo.st everywhere bY t.he rears of residence 
.' 

lota 'instead of bY border ot.reete with houses 'facing , , 
Unloss there is' F,lonie ·vew weir;htY 

. .', ~ . " .,. . 
Objec.t~on in p'lrtioUltlr C8Set!. it follows .that a ~oOd 

, 

plan f'qr tho dev'olopment o?the park WOUld. :l,noludl" _ 

tne looat1on of P0l.!ndary roads in tne borders of ' the .' : ( 
, 

'Park. In ma){inr; PlMS for further impro'VEr\ont" of: 
, . 

. . 
Balboa Park, .therefo.re , I ' inoluded .plans for border . 

• • f • • ....... 

streets wherever the to~o.graplW and oth6~ .oond1t.1ona 
~ .. ,. 

,nado it poss1bl~ an~ reasonable • . 
. ' . 

This: l)r1no.1·pleof par)C Planning load me to . . 
favor ' tho1ds"a. of' eVe~Uql~y e)Ctoncl.1ne. Sixth Street, 

. not as . ~ . .01 tv streett; but as a park drive to oonneot 
. . . . 

, \'11th the. 'l)Ort+on 'llready ()onfltruoted~ I expected 

, , 

, . 

that the' P'l.rk Cemiss10n wonld nettot1ate ' w1 th ndjo'1ning . ... . 

land· o\'l~s to' seoUrs, in' ret~rn 'fOr the privilege of 

iao1n"" on thie 1>'lrl< ')O~dordr1ve. a few' ~st.r1o~1on8 
. i 

. " 

... 

. adapted to oontl'ollinr: the. futUre bUiid1nre ' in suoh 'e.' . . . 

y,ray t,~'\t theY . \'Ie ~lld dO . the ~ee.stpose1ble damage to 
. . . 

t he Park;. 'hat is ' to nay, +'hQl'6 e1l['h+" t9 bo a building 

, . 

, . 



. ' ' 

• 

. limit line so thqt tho main frOnt walls of bu1ld1nr,s 

·would not' orowel, d1reotly upon the sidewalk. , But this, ' 
.- . 

sha-lld be ood:l.fied by permi t .t111£' the intrusion of bay-
• , # /' -

~ ." , , 
windows , porohos "And other cus1!omary arohiteotural 
, . 
projeotions into 'the rof!tricted a,pace . Another needed 

t f. as 0 ' , 
, ,restriction would oe, the heie:ht of 'buildings ao Be to 

• • # • -

.' , 

prevont 'sky-sorapers whioh ,,?O'lld -obst;ruct the view of 
" . 

the hBrpor from tho PFlrk. An~th6r reBtr1ct~on woUld oe 
':> .. • .. • 

" ' to prevent stor~_B , worJ<.-~hOI)~ , fMtories , t:ind : oth6r 

objeotionablo ouildin!;s vrithih say 50' fflet Of' the Park~ . . . . . . ' . 

I ShO' lld ,be incUned :to . 4dvise tho PEtrk 

"- Comrl1asioperB ' tl:lat if t ho private ,ownera V101ild riot ar,rae 

to auch ,restriotions, thO Park CoJ1lT.l1ss1on ShOl~ld oppose 

the oons-:ruction of' tho proposed bo1'40r, road 0,1" else , . 

should .oe prov1ded Vl1th a special ' ,:fund eilltlieedod laWS .. '., .' . '. . 

or othor ~uthority' for ,tho ,plu,loBe of ootairting ' ro-

- s-tr1ot,ioill:! by , rir;ht of ' dOndoPl1lat1on- and l)A.Yir1f" for thin. 
. .'. ~' . . 

The nain pOint , which you bring ,\Ill if) th'lt 

tho £v.iVantnreaof t " is -cord!)r road and: of socU.r1nr: the 
. 
, , 
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cond1tions ' 9f development on adj01ning pr1vate 'land 

wouid not ' by any moans justifY tho Park Comnission in 

, maklw, tM neoessary saorif1ce of the natural beauty . ' 

, ' 

of the little canon. I, ' on ·the othOr hand, waa oonvinoed 
.. , " 

that th9, saorifioe wpUld p~ justif10d by the advantages 
, ' 

to be ga1ne,d from ,thO pOint, Of view of 11ark design, . .' . ~ ~ 

.' , publ10 ut.11i ty ~nd Sl.ij1pOrt of" publio opin1on. 
. . - . 

, ' I bel1eve thftt so 'muoh of the beauty of, 
, , 

Balboa ~rk as 113 dependent ullon the sur:f8.oe ot the 
\ ' , , ' 

" -,' . . ~ " . 
ground" t~at 113 to- say , the hills, and, c~ons and tho 

" , 

nat~l verc!.Ure upon tlieo, 113 of ,vaatiy tnore1rnport!lnoe 
. . ' . . . . ", 

in the inter10r oftheJ'ark ,tMn on the bordoriJ, Wl110h ." . 

are' necsssarily more or losa dominated bW: tmprovomehts 

, B.lroadY madO or t hat"lV111 be I!I8.de, on adj01n1ng pri-v'ate , 

p;ropo.rty. I oel1evo ' the 01 t111ena ' aMnltl J!ie.ke alI!lost . . - . ~ .'. . .' , 

'8flY ' ,saor1f1co of conven1anoeartd 1r4])rovemoot to' land 
, . 

~alues wh10h tn1 ~~t r esul>!;" from ()arl'Y1n~ ,aoon:ner~1al 

, stre'ot , and eleotrio raHway 'or botb through the middis ' 
, , ' 

. ' 

• 

tM I!l1ddle portionlJ . 
, ' ",natural 

the saor1f1ce .. Of, 
, 

of tho ' P~rkt but , I an of tho or- inion t~~t , . . . . 

" , 

t" 
,. 
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ttl.' . Lysle - 6 

-' beau~y inoident to the croation of border streets 
• 

whe~v~r tiley will resn! t in ' seouring a handsome ; frontagl 
. . ~ , - .. 

of' ,hOuaSS ·'7?U1d be fullY, justifiable . In fact it would 

bo absolutely , sso6n.t1!i+ -,in Moat cases to soouring the 
'" ~ 

~ 
Qost r eault s ' from the POint of view of park design. .. . .' . ~ . 

I ,sha" ' I ii be -obl1f;ed to you lf you .I'101.l1d not 

permit t!1is l etter t o bOClorJe publio . , You,may eXIlla'in 
, ' 

my , views t o tho few friends you nantlon who have some 
.' . ' '.' 

. . . ~. ~ . 
:professi'onal in'terest in tns matter. I fear that non-

professionals \'l1li, f etil ' to qplli-sclate- my ~tti tude', and , 
o • '. • • .' 

nerelY becorjein1r.1iCal, md uilConsciouolY w1li mis

represent my ar~onts . 

, . 
" 

Yours very tl'ulY', 
.. r.. \, . . 

. ,~ 

: 

" , 

.',. 
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