April 14th, 1915
. Frank P, Allen, Esq.‘
- San Dlego, California,
o i

‘ - Lour letter of march 29tn 1 have read and m-read;
- and t.ry as I may I can ™o justification and even no basis
for what. you say.

: Had I wiritten suen a letuer 40 you, however, it
would have been entirely justified in view of the articles '
that for-some montiis past have been appearing in various
_newspepers and periodicals which, ‘thanks to my faithful clip-
ping ggeney, have come to my notice,. Concerning these 1 nave
said nothing though I admit I: ¢consider most of them offensive}y
_misleading, and 11 was to correcisueh misapprenensions as they
obviomaly created, when the “"Architsetural Record! approached
me -for permission to use such few pnowgaphs as 1 had- that I
‘gave such information as I had, to Mr, tlack Price, the
aut.hur of tue ar ticle that acuompanied the phot.ographs. ¢

My conir act with the n&ir aut.nopz..ies makes me
Advlaory and Consulting Architeet for. all buildings built in
connectiorn wutn the Fair, Your contra , as 1 understand it,

‘mekes you Director .of Works and not architect in any sense
whatsoever, My understanding of my coutract, a contract con=-

. curred 1in by lr . Irviang J., G1ll, was, and 13, that I should.
scheme out’ the whole Fair and makeé all negessdry tsintative
drawings to establish such s¢heme and- general. Dlan; that on
behalf of the then existing firm-of Cra, Goodhue & Ferguson.

I 'should repare the working drawings, specifications and
details Tor one of, the permanent bu%léings (the other to

"be designed by Mrd\lrving Gill but later on upon his resi gnat.ion
I assumed &il nis duties under the coniract) and should crititise,
revise and approve as to their design all drawing for a].l
st.ruei.uras whc ther yarmanent or temporary. . ) ‘

. iy underst.anding oi‘ your gontract was, and 13, that.
you rvrer'e to act 2s comstructor, =s such to buy all material .
and lengage all labour necessary for the constiuction of the '~ '
buildings, and to supervise such eonstruction; and that it
was thanks %o youwr knowledgs of exhibltions, their require-.
' ments, prices of naterial, etc, and the prospeqt that such .
experience would result in subsiantial economies: over the
 oridinery contract system that the exhibition auythorities
appointed you to the position you held, a position that, b'e

L AR AR paseing, ‘made you virtually the client as woll

It 18 a mt.t.er of history that friction daveloped i
very siortly after your, and’m% aprival in San Diego. 4 s
The site selected by lr, Ilmsted seemed for many. reasons
madoquato -and objecd onable from your, and my, -point of wview
.- though it was ably defended by Mr, Olmstod as a landscape
arnhitoct.. You voioed your objection a.‘hnoat. if not quite o

AL



p 2 po

immediately and I cordially supported your sugg:stion that the
Fair should be moved to the position it now occuples; but as my
1etters clearly show, I dj.d this as a private citlizen; the city
of San' Diegn had engsged Mr, Olmsted to do certdn work with which
I felt I had no right to interfere. Iherefor:,later on, when lir.

' Olmstsd's &ite was thrown over and the present site selected I

talegr’aphed you from Santa Barbara that I was glad "that I could

-prove an allpi." Iy feelings nave undergome no change singe
. the sending of this *alegram and its clear purport was that I
wag glad to have teken no aclive part in the reversal of iLhe

ovioasly reached decision with regard to the site, to which
felt sure Mr, Olmsted would naturelly e=nd prompily express

" his bitter disapnointment and disap;rovetl,-something t.hat. in

. -the’ cwﬂa*at proved. o un we cqse.ﬁ

-\.‘

-1t had been in Mr Olmst.e

~ think had felt s

L

' ‘The ' -.-i"--ior - gty le ao* {tho. bulliinr' was vclcct'ed

‘long before you or 1, =ven I believe before Mr. Ulmst.ed ever
‘reached S5an Dizgo, Pecause this s:u_,lx. had bsen seleeted was
", the reason I was simuoned from New Vork, I pointed out at

onge . that "lission" as a gtyle A¥dndot coulalin sufficient possi-

" bilites to be used t.hroughout S0 llr%o and so-ambitigus a

project as a % orldis Tairj that the 'Spenish-Colonial' used
in %exico was ethni&a » Cclimatically-and artistically more
sultabls tnan ssion’ ‘ewer coald be, My, John Clmsted I
oéethingd! the same sort before I expressed
this 2s =y opinion, At any Pvale; my view was siralghtway
adopted and work on these 11nca deiately begun by me,

; : Olmsted s genaral plan—(for thé abandonsd sitei
to. the meking of whigh hed beendeyvoted a2 graat deal of

: t.hought.ful st.udy-natura).ly formed more or lebs of a basis
‘for my _lan ror- ths new Bite though the new site permitted
- the straighteping out of gertasinangles and axes while the

bridge became ®ven more a Yi‘t.al archltectural ;,atm-e than
d's plan.

: The presant, zlan for the grouping of the buildinga,
t.he one that is, that now constitutes the Fair, was in all

. its main essentials determined by mé in Plan F mede in this
office, This ulay shows a greatbridge spanaing Cabrillo .—

on terminating in the. Peérmanent Group. Beyond thés Bt
Permanegt Group a trée-bordered avenue ran to the brow of the:
next canyon througn which canyon the stréet car lines were -
to meke their dpproach. to the Fair; a sccondary axis, to which

" gertain other minor ones were aftermds added, crossed this

- avemue and upon this main amd these ninor axes the temporary -

buildings were plaood, thourh these temporary bulldings have

‘'been 80 frecuently clianged as' to position and namé that .l hardly

. know what comes where any longerj nevertheless, all the easont.i_als

of plen F have .been retdimed, Plean ¥ 1s_‘ﬂ work and as auah
.was: oordially aupportad‘by you‘ e “
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~ I have mentioned friction, Onseveral occasions
visiting San Diego, I found matters, at very high tension
indeed. ' This friction was no light matter, on at least one

. occasion reaching a point where 1 offered to tender %; re-
signation, ==-=Bui I was told by you in writing that no
wish was further from the minds of the exhibition authorities.
. or from yozr own,

' - YNor atd %uch frictlon always centre ébout me, Mr,
‘“1nslow, who, let me say here, was, and is, altogether the
most carmnble men I know for the position he occupled=--a2 fact
that you have repeatedly recognized-and expressed in writing
though vou now see fit % reverse thls end characterize his
sketches as "childish"---was. as dissatisfled as I at the

attitude taken. toward both of us, and 1t was only out of con=
- & derat on for his 1ong and intimate assoc¢iation with me and my

upgent ap.esls that-he- Ystick hy the jcb& that tho +or4~~ing
of his resignation was so long dnferrod.

There is no roason for re-atating the grounds which
. promn*ed this atep of his though they areg ==ll know to <you
“ a8 to me and indeed I fancy to practical y every one concerned
with thas Fq¢r. 2 R .

: On the bocasbon Of one: of my vis**e to San Diego
I accepted, with deep regret, his decision to tender his
reelsonation, a docurent which was promptly noeented; thereupon
I asked him to stay in’San Diego at my expense and from that
day o tha opening of the Faly his sala*v was.pald by me instead
“‘of by the Fair, and He devoted himself to overseeing the work
on- the parmanent.buildings whieh, I wa gilven to understand at -
that timb, you admitted yowr inability to construct for so small
né:;m as thev proved to cosi when 1et out on the nsunl rantract
béals.,’ - : :

It is ‘this resignati of Mr. Vinslow's that gives
your 1atter $4a only . colour: of nlnuﬂ hility for T have but
reoently learned from him that the buildinga.now known as the
*Commerce and. Industries® building and.the 'San Joaquin Valle¥'.
-.buildzng were actually carried out b¥ the. Diviqon of Workn
>_a£ter, h,1 bhgun vnaying ¥r, T1nwlow 5 8alary,: _ |

_ So 1t is- avident thet’ the tarms of my contraﬂ‘-uith
the Fair havé not been faithfully adhorod to in that drawi

huve nct been submitted to ne for ny saomroval for ths buil ngs
planned and eregted since lr. Winslow's resignation; the.pro-

.eess of designing these two buildings, therefare, went on
without any information being vouchsafed me by jyou, a plain

- vidlation of my right to pass ‘&pon all plans and elevations
-of each and every building SRR ot S :

v e

e It is true I did suppose qhen talking to nr, Matlaok
.Price that Winslow had made, or.at least stood over,” the detalls
. of the 'Commerce and Industiies' ‘building and the ’gan Joaquin
. Valley' ‘building. He now tells me he did not--which proves to .
.- my mind how vary caplbly his examplo, drawinga and OVersight
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I?xad established the draughting office of the Division of Vorks
on its artistic slde--the only side wuth which I.am councernsd.

It is therefare evident that while I might have todd
lp, *atlack frice that the ded&igns for the two buildings illus
trated s the article, l.e. the ‘Com erce and. Industries' -

building and the 'San Joaqu:ln Valley' build:l.ng, have been pre-

pared in the offics of the Division of Vorks I did nol do so,
not only for this reasonj; but.. as well, because under the plain
terms of my contract 1 rcgogulze no right on your mrt to design
or erect such bulldings from designs not approved by me,

i The reason you were given credit "for the detalls
of the plenting as distinet from the general lafdscape layout®

was because the general landscape layout 1n so far ss tihils was

correlated witl the ‘qulldihgs was yart and @mrcel o: tie general
plan, :

. It was woll known that Mr, John Olmsted's theory

was tc 4 evulope the wilad nagural follage of- the “ark and to eon--

fine the planting proper to 'the immediate vicintiy of the Fair
buildings iy only concerm with the planting, thergfcores, was
to mai.ngain the main. reat.ures of plan F; in other words, the
row of trecs ithat liaec itha 'pirado'aad cert.:u'x giroups of talli
heavy specimen trees, Itallan cypeesses and the like, at cer=-

tain. pointe nolably against the fdcades of tlie permanent group)

.a very int.erosting representation of wihich may be found in M ,

Bireh Long's watev COludJ’ IlQu.. In.uc;l.:.uvc., la lhe Fine Arts

T :Bui],ding, ‘

e You made the very exdellent suggestion t.hat we use
black. scscias for lining tho "prado'; but 1n addition have

carried the planting. scheme, vhere it comes sgainst the bulld=-

ings, crormously farther tham I, and 1 am sure ¥, Joha Jlmsted

_ever intonded, and ).t is precisely these additions that I

3

regard ao d*t,,iil) of ulmnviub .85 distl nct froa the goneral
landscape layout,"” e \

The fact that 1n thp ar(ticle your neme appaars as

: designer of thc hindga is ot becausy 1l 1s notoriously
but.

not my work; cause two de:igns ha@ been prepmpdd for .

4¢%, cne by me in the natufsl course of uy .aulaa and assisted

by p, Mousar, ‘the engineer of the Gakeston Sew-wall, -end . the .
other by -you or by ¥r, Huntar under your directioa,” I Jalatain
and always have maintaimd that. in preparing thls design you =

- exceedsd the authority wvested in ycu under your ecointract} . but

! ent upon these designs was passed not by you or by me but - :
by the Fair authoriiles and decided in your favowr for fiuane ..
cial reasons mma that have since proved wholly shadowy. This
action caused me bitter, and very definitely expressed. disep-
po:l.nt.mont. but to 1t I could not help but bow, Haying been -

" .glwen dua notlce .of -this variation of m§y contract and having -

acquiesced therein I rightfully oredit.ed t.he bridgo to the

i _soupce from whlch it emanatod. :

S Sl S R f‘3



p5

. The 'Varied Industries' building was the work of
my ropresent.ative, Mr, Winslow, and was, I am sure you will
remember, verbally spmroved by me in Small scale form. That
you added whol .y unauthorized ornament to the upper corners
of the frontispiece and somewhat varied the windows (n&ither
additéons or variations being improvements to my mind) would
seem to comtitute a typical instance of what leads you to
claim tc have designed all the build:lmgs with the except.!.on
of the permanent ones.

I should of course have been glad to publish more

" photogra hs of the Permanent buildings which, in my opinion,
constitute the only genuline architectural contribution to the
townj; but the official photographer has been singuarly negligent
of the official architect and such photographs as I have re=-
ceived have come only after appeals to Yr, Vinslow to obtain -
-such for me; thercfore the Fine Arts Building, which I regard
as very good despite its extreme simplicity md which-pjudging
from a hasty glance tlrough the correspondence,-you favoured
as strongly as I--is very inadequately reproduced in this
article, Some day I hope, for my .own satisfaction, to be able
_to obt.ain and publish adcquat.e photographs of this building.

, - It 4s a pity that there should not seem to be
as the phrase runs, "glory enough to go around"; but excapt.ing_

. the permanent buildings your letter claims for you all that

there 1s, I should have supposed that the doing of the work
. your contract calls for ad doing it we11 should have auf-
ficed for sny one man. = ‘ ‘ ] _

However. this may be: For the fir-m of Gram, Ggodhue
& Ferguaon I claim the credit (or discredit) for the design-
-ing and. construction of the Fermanent Group; for myself the. |

it (or discredit) of the bssic schéme of the general plam =

md or “the crit.i.c!.sms, suggestions and approvals 1 have con- .
- tributed to Mr, Vinslow's excellent renditions and details of
~‘the temporary: buildings, and do not propose to accord that
- eredit to you or anyone else, That, thanks to your being on
the spot and my being thousands of miles away should have en-
abled you -to neglect to submit to me for my approval drai ngs
for two of the temporary buildings in plain violation of my
contract with the Fair, with which contraect you were perrocuy
familiar, constitues nghxxxxinuxkign xtaxeax no reason why I
shoulc; oxprauly samt.ion suoh an, 1n,1us t.ice to me and t.hnt

: Fron all t.hat. I have uritton above _,ou wi;l.l see that

1 am rosponsible for the information given lr, *#atlack Price ror
the article in the Architectural Rocord. This information - - :

"1 gave in good faith, and the personal opinion of and my wwoz'k, :
éxpressed in your letter but predicated cn this admiss on, ,

is, rortunateiy for me, your owmn bpln:l.on and no more,

Very t.ruly youra, -f
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