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Apr1l 14th, Ui15 

Fr ank p . Allen, Es q. 

· San Diego, California. , . 

Dear Sil'i 

· ~our letter ' of ·· 1larch 29th I ;18.ve read and re-read; 
. - and try. as ,1 !lUl-y i c~n ~e~mno jUi3 tiflca:tion and even no basis 

for what you say. ' 

. , Had I wi:·:Ltt.en SU:ch a' letter ·1.0 you, however, it 
would have been ent irely justif,ied in view of ' the arti cles 
that for "some montils past bave been ap1Jearing in various 

. ne)ll'spapers and. per iodicals which, thap.ks to my faithful clip­
ping .~ 'encYi have come to my notlce .. . (;OIiC ern ir.g· these 1 11ave 
said nothing thouSh I . adqIU', I, cons1der inost of themoff.e:"ls1 veJy 

. misleading, and' '11.' was ' to ·CD1'rect~uch ·.1ll1sapprehen6ions as they 
. obvio'Baly ere 9. te.d , . When the "Architectural Record' approached 

lIJe "for pel'lll1ssi on to. use ' a uch few photos!'aphs as ~ had. , that I 
' gave such informa t :Lon as I had, to . Mr'. ' ~tlack Price • . t~e 
author of tHe aI·ticle tbat accompanied ·,the photograPhs • . ~ 

~. " 

. ' Jy contl'act w:.lth t~ ~'eJ,r · authol?:i.ties. makes m.;. 
Advisory 'and Consulting Archi te.ct for, &:1" buildings built .in 
con!'lec'tlor~ ' wu,tn the Fa'ir. Your .. coilt! act, as I understand ,it, 

. " makes you Director .of Works ~d not architect ,in"any senae 
wha,teoevel'. JJy understand'ing of .my c~Qt.I'ac~, a contract , eon~ 
curred ' i n. by I Mr . , Irvifig J • . GIll, was, and is '; that I shOuld '. 
scheme out · the whole Fall' ~nd : makea,11nee8ssary tent.ative. , 
drawings to est"libl1sh su~ B'oh!3me and , general pln.n; ,thlit on 
behalf of t4e th~n ' exi sting firm · of Cr'a, Goodhue &: .f erbuson . " 
I 'should rr'ep are thowork1ng drawl. ngs, fJpecificatfons, and 

.. details f oI;' one of the iJermanent buildings (t,he dth.r to '. 
be designed by Mr~rvfng Glllbut ' later on upon Ills re signation 
I a,ssumed a1.l: !'iis duties under t.ll~ contract) and a'hould · cr'itlUse, 
revise and ap.p. ove :lS to t,hel~ design all drflwings for aU ' ' 
str.llctur~s. 'whet,her ~·rIilB.Ilent. or temporary. '.' 

" . ~y understanding oi' your oontraet was~ and Is. ,'that . 
you (!ere to E\C t ·'1.S ' constr~ctor • . as su,<h to b uy all IlIllterl8J. . ,r­
and_~ag.e 'all lebu~ necessary 'for the consti ucti,ori 01' the , ' , .. 
b,uilding's , and t o, s u pervise such .. cons .tra c·tlon; .BI:ld t,tis.t .! t ' . '. 
was t hanKS to your ,knOWle dge "of exhibitiOns, · t.!lelr r ·!jquire- . 
menta, pr ices , 'of <lnterial. etc . 'nnd the prosl>eqt that such. 
expel' ience would r ssul t. In" sub,s tai'itial economies, over the . 

.'oridlnai'y contract s y stem ti:lat the ~Xhib1tlon aqthorlties , 
apPointed yo1./. to the poril tloll ,'You held . ,a pos! tioD that, b6 
it' said .. in passing, moo'e 'you virtuaUy the client as weti' • . · 

.' . . . . 
. . . 

· It i .3 a ,~t ter·· o.f historY' that friction deve l oped 
very s,.or.t ly . al'·ter your, and' my, 'apr1irai in.' San Diego '. 
The s1te selected by Mr. JO.hn Ol)lis ted eeeme~ for mllllY,. reaaons 
ina.dequate ·and apjec <i onable.' frain your,~ and my, "point of ' vi.ew 

, : though"1:.t .wns. ably, ~rended by Hr.' OlmSted ' as 8. landscape· .. · 
ar·Qh1tect • . You v:oiced your objecHon almost if not quite 

, . , " ' ' 

.' 
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irmnediately and. I c'ordially supported your sugg ~stion that the 
~air should be moved to the pos ition it now occupies; bu t as my 
letters clearly show; I did t his as a private oitizen; th~ city . 
of S11J1 ·. Diegl) h~d engaged Mr. Olmsted to do certan work with .which 
I f elt· I had nO ' righ~ to interfere. iherefor3 ,later on, when Mr • 

. Olms ted' s ·u t e was. thrown over and ' the present si te selected ! 
telegr'aphed YQu' fro m' Santa Barbara that I was glad "that I c ould 
prove at! alioi." . .. y' f~().J.il1~S . 'ave 'W1dergone no chanee Sl1100 
the sending of t hi s t~~egram and its clear purport was that , 1 
was £;lad .'"c. ·l leV0 t al-tsn no a:.cti '!a ' f,art in tho reversal of the 
prev1.ously reached decision with regard to the site, to \vh1ch 

'.1 rsl·t .,ure ;.J' . Olms t ed \', ou.ld c.aturaLlY aU'- 1."1' Offil)t l :; ex;.ress 
his bitter disappointment and disap pro~~l,-something that in 

. · the ev~nt Vro .cd to be -::'he .-case • • 
• 

.. The ' .lli;i r;s :!.on ' 'st 1e for 'tho buildL [;3 I"I3.S seleoted 
. long be fore ' 'you ·or 1.{ even I believe before ~. Olnisted,ever 
' reaci')ed _, a.1 .D i z e-o . .tlacause t !l i ;:; c tyl y ha-l b0()n sel'ee ted ,las 

. the rea 'l on I was s .immoned from··New York. I ' pOinted out at 
' once (n:).\, ."::1s;:;lon" (l.' a "tylc. did 'no t con',;a1n suffi,.cienu possi­
bllites .to. p'e .used throughout so . lar~e ana so · ainbit19us a 

~ ptnr o-16xi°t:lt a <OT'thn1Q.i' :; . Ir:- I '1" li1at tlchO 11':;PMdiS;1- ~011 0tnila1al.J.' usod 
.JiIIe, co was e ea~, . c ma c a y ' an ar" s c y more 

suit l3ble., t. an. ' l:i 5s1011 'ev.er c"..111 oe . ; ~~ • • Tohn .vlms ..... ed I 
.think .. had' felt somet l'l1ng d} ~I'l same sort bef'o're, I expr.assed 
tni& :::.s r:.y 0 "inion . .w;. ;;u:y rat.\! , r:>y v i:!\', .',~as s,"raiGli:ItVlIl;Y' 
adopted and work, ~m t hese lines ~ediately begup by me • . 

! .~ . . . , 

. .Qlms ted's general pl~-(for the ab'aildoned s1.t~. 
to, t he "lakin:]; of,hl .cll hal. been d eyotod' a Sl'e.a.t 'deal of 
though~ul study-nature4ly fprlllfld 'more or leM · of a basil! 

' for mY .Ian forth/!. no',~ site thou/;:: . ~oo new sit~· .permi tted · 
the s .. tt'aightel)ing out of 'certain aIlgles and axes whUe tn, 
l?ridgc becnoe Men: :nore a vi tal ~chl tectu;ral .fen ture th!l.i."l 

, it had "been in Mr. Olmsted's .plan. . , 

" . -The present 'p lan for .the· grouplng 'of . the buildings, ' 
the one that is . that now' i:onstituteG the Fall' , W:lZ. in ·all 

,its main ~ssent1als d~teI'1ll1ned by me, in Plilll F mOOe i~ 1:h!!!. 
~~ce . "nis ',,1W} :311oYI S !lgr 3ctbr 1dze fJll an,l l t1£; Ca1;lr l 'llo .:r ' 

: on terminating i n the . i'erllianent. Group. Beyond th'!, 
Perm~"lert Group. !l tree -bor ored iJ.VOllUe l'an to t.qo bI'o"/ of the' 
next canyon through whicl:i canyon the s tree.t · car lines were' 
·to mal:e tho i t' approach to the Fair; a s(.rco~ary axls', t.o \'!hich 

. oertain 'other minor ones were 'afterwards ' added, cros.sed this ' 
avenue and u:pon thl·:y ,'.ain <ll'id l.;:ese .Linor., a;;;cs t.he tempol'Elry r 

buildings were- placed, ' thouGh these .temporary buHdings. hav~ . 
, . been so fre :uently 'cnanged aE' to posi tion a.."ld name that; I hardly 

_know whatcOlnes v/her~ any longer; nevertheless, all ' the essentials 
of plan F "'.avo ,been retAilned, " Pl.an. F 1s...i!.lL worlt . and e.·s suGh. 

. Was, co.rdlally supported -by you': . . . , 

, . 
. " .. . " 
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. I have. mentioned friction. Ons"veral occ<;>.sions 
visl t ing San Diego. I found ma t cers, at very high tens ion 
indeed. ' · ~is friction was no light matter, on at least one 
.ocCasion ;reaching a point where I off ered to tender ~y re­
signati on. . ----But I was told by you in writing that no 
wish was ' further from the minds 'of the exhib1tion authorities . 
or ·from ytJ1I' Ol':!l • 

. tor did such friction a),Nay!'! centre !)bout me . 1!r. 
i' lnslow. who. let IIl:'I .say here, was. and Is, altogether the. 
moo t · C'l ~~' ble "l3.n I 'mo T. for thr. Ilo.litton he oC0upi ed--p.. fa.ct 
that .you h8..ve mpeaUldly recognized and expressed in wrltlng 
though ~ou no~ see fit to reverao ~~in end oharacterize his 
sketc.hes as "ohlldlsh "-__ was . as d1eaat1sfled as I at the 
'attitude ta!{e~ : to'lfar(1 bo" .... of ~le· , an H \Vas only ou t of con~ 
sI. dera t. on .f .or· his .l.ong and intima te association with me and my 

" urgel"it. ap • . e~l" th?t. , h ,- ' stlak 1)y the JaM thnt t.ho t!lnd . ."! ..."i ng 
. of his resignatlon was,· so long deferred'. . 

. 
, There Is no ·roason for ' re-s.ta.ting the grounds which 

. 'prOlD:>"3d this 'l tep of }'113 though th!ly a1'·!}. ~F.l ll knOWt; to .. you 
'. as to. me 'and indeed I ' fancy to pract,icall;y everyone concerned 

with. th~. F().ir. • . 

. On :the ' Oc~ifl~on of o~s · of i;y ' "f31 tE'. to " an Diego ' 
I ,!-ccepted. with desp regret,hls d~clsiori to tender hls 
reelzn!l.ti o'1, . F.l docuri\nnt wh1ch"'/'ts f' ronpi:ly nCC6)tedj ·thereupon 
.I a~ked him to s t ay itt'San D·lego ,~t iny ~Jtpen$~and tram that 
day t, " t.l1fl·· o~ ning' c f.'tho . Fall'" h! ij" S ala~y ',7,::\S . paid. by' oe instead 

.. of by the Fair. ·and lie ci.evoted hiI!jSe·lf ·to i:Jverseelng. the" work 
on· t he ·!mr;n<lne~"\.t.hunrllner. · whlch . · I V'n gi~1'l to unders tand at · 
t.hat . time •... you admitted your ~nablli .t.Y tQ construct · f ar ·. BQ· small :i!j:/" they . proved .to coat when le·t out on the nau:!l contrac~ 

. .... I,tis this reslgne.tl<a,n of Mr~ VJlnslow's t hat glves , 
your 1 ,t t.el" its "'nly C alour. of !?ll;\usjb1 11 ty . for . havA but 
recently learned t'roin him that t.he bulldings now mown .as . the , 
'Comnerce ann. Indus tt'.ieR , bullCl1nr; and. the' .t S nn JOf!.Cluin ·Valley' . '" 

.' bu1ld~ng were actually carried out bJ .the -Dlv~.~ 'of Works . 

. aftor I hf'~ h1'1eun.l'lJytng l:r. W:1.n"' low ~ S!ll",p~r.' . . ". . '.. . 

. . !".o it' 18 .ov1dl1nt <,ho,t.' th.-'. t"1rl!ll> of: 1"" cont!'9c . '.lith '. 
the Fai r have not. been fa! t~~ly adhered to In" that dra7lings . 
hllVe net bl'len submitted ,to ne !'(Jt' ny p,~)!('pv"l for· the buildings," 
.planned and ereoted ' since Mr. WinslOW's resignatlon; the, pro~ .. 
. osss of ' designing t hese two b'uild:!.nes.. ther efOre , went ' on. . . 
wi thout any tiU.'cirmatlon 'belng vouchsafed me: by you,. a p"lain . 

. vlAlat lon of my r~g\lt to i;lRsS 1,lpon all plans' and .el.evat1 om:! 
·of each and every. buIldlng. . 

, . . " . 

,. :it Is trtie: i did sUPIl9se w.hen talklng to Jr , l.latlac~ 
,Prlce the,t l!,1nslow~d made , or , at ,least' stood overt the . detaUs 

' .. ot t,he -'Commercp and I·ndusttles'.bulldlng··.and the . ' ;:;an ·Jo.qu1n .' 
Valley' bullr;l.1ng ~ He n<w tells me h~dld' not--wh1ch proves to 

: . iffy mind ;holV very capably .his example., · dpaw.1rigs and 9versight . 
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had establ1shed the dr~ught1ng office of the D1v1sion of Works 
on its artistic side--the only side wath whIch I m c llcdrnod . 

• • 
It is therefore avidan t "that while I might have told 

r. ~atlack Price that the de*lgns for the· two b~1ld1ngs illus 
trated i~ ~~c article, t.e. the ICo~erce and . Industries' 

. build1ng and the 'San Joaquln Valley' QUildtng, have been pre­
pared' 1r. th<l offi.:, :.J of the 7: 1.is10n of ·::or! ... -., I did not. do s o, 
not only, ·for this reason; but, as well, becau!le under the pla1n 
termil of my cont4' act lre cog,.ize no l' 1ght 011 yow' rart t o des1gn 
or . ereot such buildings from deslgns nO.t approved by me. 

The .r ea .;on you we.re given credIt "far the deta1ls 
ot t ho, l!lan tJ.ne; &..'3 d i s.tinct from t he gensl'a! l ah:1.s.cape l ayout" 

. was 'because the genero.l. landscape layout 1n so far IlS t nls was 
oorre-la tcd. w ;;'!A, tI e . uildlhgG .. 9Z ... art and III I'cel 0 .. the general 
plan: ' 

It was verl kn~~ that Mr. John Olmsted',s theory 
'was to {!ev~lope th:.J .. Ud na\ural foli sSl'l of~ t he '::ark and 0 con- ' 
f1ne the 'planting pro er to ::the immediate vicintly of the Falr 
bulldinS&. ;"jcnly concern .71 i t, the planting, ther'lfor6, ,vas 
to . maint~n the main feat~res of plan FI In other words, the 
row of trees tt,at lla;; tha • Ji'ado'a.nd certal::1 gr·o1.l o,:; of tali 
heavY specimen trees', !tallan' cypll!le8SeS and the like, at cer­
'taln. j,;01ntc nctably agal.,st tlla facadeo 0 " th<3 .tJV lQanent group~ 
. a v.ery in~eres~ing representatlQn of which· may be found ' ln Mr • 
Blrcll ,Long's wate'1' co J:our ·,rio·a .. . I_.'o~liQv<li in Lilli FIne Arts 

,Bui.ldlng~ , . ' . 

You .J!Ioo.e the . yer.y eXcellent 'sUgge'sMon that we use 
black ocf,ciac f c,::, lining t113 't>rado '; Jut L. add iUon lu ve 
carried the planting scheme, ,vhere it comes agal:ns.t the · bulld­
Ing~. enormously !'arther', thaI:1 I ', c.<1d .J. a iD' fJu r'C :.!r • . Jo.<1 Olmsted 

. ever ' Intended, IIIld). t Is pre.c1sely these addl t1o~S' thil-t I . 
regard. on "d~to.ilG of ;,;l anting.a.:; d i st.l:nc t fro tho g~! eral 
landscape layout. n . , . 

. . The f t'\ c t tha t .1n · t.qe a r,t1 ele yoUr nlllll6 appe ars , as 
,designer 'of t ;:c' ~idgc i s'. ot tE.c"a'U::.1 it, is , l1otor l0.Us j,y 
not .lllY w<?rk; but ,beoaus~ two C[eJ lgnl! ·,ha .. ·.· b.een prepae4d for. ' 
.1t, on'> by tl6 in . tltci r.at.l,Ir' :::.l c'QU;.'co of ~lY ;~~tl i> ru'ld ,sD IB~ed 
by !.ir. Meuser, .. the engine~r.' of . the G~ston $ew-waH., ·and .Ute ' 
other ' ':;J'''; o;;, or ,by' lIr . Hun : 1" u11'31' Y .:l..u' : d iroc t.i.on~ ~ :::: ,Jalntain ' 
and.' ahays have!Qaiptalned that .. in preparing thls deslgn yo~ 
exceeded 7-.';0 o.utno!',1ty :vo ~:te d i:1 'YCol un.!er YOU1' co ; ~tcac tl. · <>111',. 
j)ldgme.nt. upon these . desl.gnswaS .. passed not by you,:or by m.e but 
by t~e· Falr author.lUes and de cided 1n your fal ow.' for fi~U:illp '.' 
c1al ·re'aeons DII ·that have s'-nc.e proved' wnolly spadowy.. !'his : 

.. aotl'on: ca.wi'ed mob1 tj:.er, . and 'Ie ry deflnltel¥ expressod. ·· dlsap'" . 
'.' polntmentbut .tolt. I oo).lld not help but bolV. HI1 .. 1ng been " .' 

.' .3iV(; ,. ;: ''l<l :1otlce . of. ·th1s·vat'lat1on ofmf contract and ': ::.vll).g 
aCQ.uiesced ·therein i ~lghtfully oredlt;e.d t11e ~brldge. to .the 

.soucce from. Whl cl'i it . ema,nated. r' . 

> 

.' 
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The IVar led Industriss l building was the work of, 
I11Y represent-ative, Mr. Winslow" and was, I am sure you will 
remEmber, verbally 'a pIroved by me in smllli soale form. That 

, you added ' moLy unauthorized ornamen't to the upper Qorners 
Qr' the fron.t!spiece and somewhat varied 1:,he windows (n!ither 
additAons or variations being improvements to I11Y mind) would 
ss~ to 00ilt! tu te a typioal instanoe of wh/!.t leads you to· 
· clum t o have des igned all the bulldimgs with the exoep tion . 
of the· pElr'manent ones. . 
. . . ' . 

, , I ' should of , course have been glad to publish more 
pbotogra"hs of the Permanent buildings which, in I11Y opinion; 
const! tute tAe only genuine architectural contribution to the 
town. but the offioial ' photograIiler has been singuarly negligent 
.or the. offioial archi tect and .suoh photographs as I have re­
ceived have "come : only after appeals to Mr. Winslow to obtain ' 
such for me; .therefor.e· the Fine Arts Building" whioh I regard 
as very" good, desp ite' 1 ts- extreDIII simpl1ci ty and whi ch-pjudging 
'from a hasty glanoe ' through the . ClOrrespondence,-you t'avoured 
· as strongl:, as 1--1a- ~Yery inadequately. z:eproduoed in this 
artio~e. Some d~ I .hQpe,· for my ,own sat~sfaotion, ' to be able 

· to . obtain and publ1sh adequate 'photpgraphE! of this building. 
". . " ,. ~ . . . .' 

~: I-t is a ' pi t, that . . thel'l' should 'z!ot seem to be . 
as the phrase I'lUlS, · ·g~ory enough 1:,0 go around"; 'but excepting 
the ' permanent bUildings . your let-t,el' cl'aims f.or you all that 
there is. I should ~ve ·supposed that the doing of the work 
your contract call!! f 'or II'ld doing i .t, 'well should .have suf-
fioed, :1Jor my one, man ~ \ ' .' ., .. 

Ho.wever. thi~m~ be: 'For:,the firm',' of Cram, Ggodhue 
& Ferguson I clli.1m the Credit. (or discredit) for ,the design- . 
· irig , an~L constt'uction of the Permanent ,GrOllP; ·for:my.Belf the : 
oredit (ordisoredit) of the ',booic scMme 'of the general p,lam . 
and~or . the 'Cr.1t1:oisms, suggestions and approvals I haye oon- : 
tl'ibu:ted to Mz-. V'inslow's excell"nt ' reild1t~onB am deta1ls of ' 

'. ' the temp6r nry . buildings, . am 40 n1lt propose to aooOrd that . 
. ' eradi t to you or anyone else. TUt, thankS "0, your ,b-eing on 

the spo,t and , I!)y : befng ' thousands of m1les away should h~veen­
abled you ,to. neglect to subm1 t to 'me fOr. ·my. approval, dra'lt ngs 
for ' two of .the temporary bulldl,ngs in plain viol,ll101on of my . 
ClOntz-act wi t,h .the · F'air, wi th .which ' cont,raot you''Were perfeotly 
tamiliar, oonsti t~e8 _nx.rdd.***_rilr1rWPX no ' raas~' why ' I 

f' should expr-e8s~ saneti.on such an .·'injUs tioeto me ~d' that · ' 
Inprlnt~ . ' . . .. . , . , 

. . F'r0m a.,ll t~t I hllVe ~itten above you wi;!.l · see taat :. 
~ 

I . am responsible for the informa,t.ion · given Ur.""atlack Prioe for ' 
·thB" art1cle in ' the · Archi tecturalReoor.d.· '. This In'f,2r11a t10n .' ',, ' 

. I .gave in good tal ~h~ . . and the 'p ~sonal opinio·n . of lIJY and my wwork, . 
• xpressed in your Ie titer but predicated on t~s admissi. .on, ,. . . 
i!3, fortunate·ly for I!le, .r ·our ov.n 'I>inion md no ·!!IOre. . . 

'. ' 

'. 

. , 
" 
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